Have Fun With Math!

Besides “store-bought” puzzles and games, there are many other ways to play with math. Involve the whole family.

1. Estimating and Measuring- Estimate the number of peanuts in a jar. Who came the closest? Estimate the width of a room- then measure it. Pick a silly unit of measurement-  the length of a shoe, for example. How many “shoes” tall is each family member? On TV, how much of a half hour is spent on commercials? Ask an older child to express the time as a percent.

2. Calculating- If A= $1.00, B=$2.00, C=$3.00, etc. what are the letters in your names worth? Pretend you’ve won $100.00 Use larger numbers for children grades 4 and up. Go through a catalog and list what you’d buy.  What about shipping charges?  Use a calculator to learn each person’s age in months or days. Don’t forget leap years. 

3. Graphing- Create pie charts of how each family member spends the day; sleeping, eating, reading, etc.

4. Look for more ideas in children’s magazines and books of “brain teasers”. Or make up your own. 

