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U.S. History 
Postwar America / Cold War 

Key Terms  
Key Term Definition 

1.  1944 law creating benefits for returning WWII veterans. Provided low cost 
mortgages, low interests loans to start businesses, 1 year unemployment 
and money for college tuition and living expenses. 

2.  High rate of births following the return of veterans after the end of WWII.  

3.  President following FDR’s death reelected in 1948. Lead US during end 
and peace transition of WWII. Leads US at start of Cold War. Wants to 
continue New Deal Polices with the Fair Deal. Integrated the armed 
forces. 

4.  Created by President Truman in 1946 to investigate civil rights and 
propose ways to protect civil rights. Resulted in the desegregation of the 
armed forces and of federal gov’t jobs. 

5.  Limit the number of terms a President can serve to two 4 year terms. 

6.  Republican law reducing the growing power of unions to protect business 
interests.  The goal was to control post-war inflation by reducing the 
number of strikes. 

7.  President Truman’s domestic agenda. Health insurance for all, min. wage, 
and equal rights 

8.  War between USA (democratic) and USSR (communist) over the political 
ideals. Each country wanted to spread theirs.  No direct fighting between 
the nations. 1945-1991 

9.  Name of Russia after communist revolution.  Enemy of United States 
during the Cold War. 

10.  International peace organization created following WWII.  

11.  Symbolic name given to the division in Europe. Eastern European 
countries were communist satellite countries of the Soviet Union while 
Western Europe was more democratic. 

12.  Buffer of communist countries in Eastern Europe controlled by the Soviet 
Union following WWII. 

13.  Policy following WWII started by President Truman of preventing the 
spread of communism to non-communist countries. 

14.  Foreign Policy of President after WWII calling for economic and military 
aid to Greece and Turkey to prevent them from becoming communist. 

Truman Doctrine, Fair Deal, GI Bill, Committee on Civil Rights, Communist Satellite Countries, 
Taft-Hartley Act, 22nd Amendment, United Nations, Soviet Union (USSR), Baby Boom, Cold War, 
Harry Truman, Containment Policy, Iron Curtain 
 
  



Key Term Definition 
15.  Economic aid given to Europe by the United states following WWII. Goal 

was to rebuild Western Europe and stop the spread of Communism. 
16.  Cold War conflict when Soviet Union blocked allied routes into Berlin 

cutting it off from the democratic west in hopes of taking control of the 
city.  Truman ordered planes to drop needed supplies into the city. 

17.  A defensive alliance against the Soviet Union (USSR) and its satellite 
states. Alliance includes USA, Canada and Western European nations. 

18.  Communist/military dictator of the Soviet Union (USSR) starting in 1922 
until his death in 1952. 

19.  Cold War conflict between Communist North Korea supported by USSR 
and Democratic South Korea supported by USA. North Korea invaded 
South Korea to start the war and the war ends with neither country 
gaining territory and border stays near the 38th parallel.  

20.  Line of latitude marked as the division/border of North and South Korea. 
21.  Congressional committee created to investigate citizens suspected of being 

communist. 
22.  Named after Senator Joseph McCarthy who accused people of being 

disloyal communist supporters with little or no evidence. 
23.  Government official who was accused of espionage for the Soviet Union but 

was never convicted. 
24.  A defensive alliance of Soviet Union and its satellite states. It was created 

in response to the creation of NATO 
25.  A system of government in which the state plans and controls the economy 

and a single, often authoritarian party holds power, claiming to make 
progress toward a higher social order in which all goods are equally shared 
by the people.(USSR) 

26.  An economic system in which the means of production and distribution are 
privately or corporately owned and development is proportionate to the 
accumulation and reinvestment of profits gained in a free market.(USA) 

27.  Any of various theories or systems of social organization in which the 
means of producing and distributing goods is owned collectively or by a 
centralized government that often plans and controls the economy. 

28.  Economic aid given to Europe by the United states following WWII. Goal 
was to rebuild Western Europe and stop the spread of Communism. 

29.  Cold War conflict when Soviet Union blocked allied routes into Berlin 
cutting it off from the democratic west in hopes of taking control of the 
city.  Truman ordered planes to drop needed supplies into the city. 

Marshall Plan, McCarthyism, Communism, North American Treaty Organization (NATO), 
Capitalism, Berlin Blockade/Berlin Airlift, Socialism, Joseph Stalin, Alger Hiss, Warsaw Pact, 
Korean War, House Un-American Activities (HUAC), 38th Parallel 
 


