
Unit 3: Too Much Freedom 
8th Grade Social Studies 

9 Class Meetings 
 

Created July 2020 

 1  

Essential Questions  
 

• Why should people have rights? 
• What limits should be placed on freedom? 

   

Enduring Understandings with Unit Goals 
 

EU 1: Rights allow personal freedom as well as opportunities to promote positive change in society. 
• Interpret primary sources to determine the rights of individuals in the U.S. 
• Classify the methods used in the Anti-slavery movement in the U.S. 
• Appraise how 1st and 2nd Amendment rights could be used to promote change in today’s world 

EU 2: Individual rights must have limits to protect the rights of others. 
• Evaluate the risks of rights without limits. 
• Formulate appropriate limits for rights designed to protect all citizens. 

 

Standards 
CT Social Studies Frameworks Standards: 

• CIV 8.2 Analyze ideas and principles contained in the founding documents of the United States, and 
explain how they influence the social and political system. 

• INQ 6.8.11 Construct explanations using reasoning, correct sequences, examples, and details with 
relevant information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanations 

• INQ 6–8.16 Assess their individual and collective capacities to take action to address local, regional, and 
global problems, taking into account a range of possible levels of power, strategies, and potential 
outcomes. 

• HIST 8.2 Classify series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity 
• HIST 8.3 Analyze multiple factors that influenced the perspectives of people during different historical 

eras 
 
Common Core State Standards: 

• WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

• RH.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 
specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

• SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner 
with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
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ISAAC Vision of the Graduate Competencies 

 

Competency 1: Write effectively for a variety of purposes. 
Competency 2: Speak to diverse audiences in an accountable manner. 
Competency 3: Develop the behaviors needed to interact and contribute with others on a team. 
Competency 4: Analyze and solve problems independently and collaboratively. 
Competency 5: Be responsible, creative, and empathetic members of the community. 

•  

 

Unit Content Overview 
 

1. The Meaning of the First and Second Amendments 
• The First Amendment and the five freedoms 
• The Second Amendment and the Operative Clause 
• Analyze the freedoms in the Bill of Rights 

 
2. Rights of the Anti-Slavery Movement 

• Examine examples of how First and Second Amendment freedoms were used to end slavery. 
• Classify and appraise the methods according to the 6 rights in the First and Second 

Amendment 
 

3. Limits on Rights 
• Examine how free speech and gun rights can be misused 
• Formulate appropriate limits based on the principle of “clear and present danger.” 

Vocabulary: Amendments, Rights, Libel, Liberty, The Press, Assembly, Petition, Militia, Arms 
 
Interdisciplinary Connection: 

• Language Arts – reading informational texts 
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Daily Learning Objectives with Do Now Activities 
Students will be able to… 

• Interpret the Rights of Citizens from the First and Second Amendments of the Constitution using 
the Bill of Rights.** 

• Classify the methods used to promote change in the Anti-Slavery movement by identifying 
multiple examples. 

• Appraise the effectiveness of the various methods historically and in the modern day. 
• Discriminate between adaptive and maladaptive uses of our free speech and gun rights rights. 
• Prepare and discuss appropriate limits on individual rights. ** 
• Compose two paragraphs including an explanation of the purpose of a right and an argumentative 

paragraph defending a limit that should be placed on the right. ** 
• Revise the paragraphs. 
• Demonstrate content knowledge for success on Unit Exam. 

 
 

Instructional Strategies/Differentiated Instruction 
• Whole group instruction 
• Guided notes 
• Paragraph frames and sentence starters 
• Student-led instruction 
• Teacher modeling 
• Written feedback 
• Think-pair-share and small-group discussions 
• Graphic organizers 
• Accountable talk 
• Homework 
• Word walls with visuals 
• Anchor charts 
• Small group instruction 
• Text and video chunking with guiding questions 
• Close reading with text-dependent questions 

 
 

 Assessments 
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS:  

• Do Now 
• Student discussions and responses 
• Exit Slips 
• Accountable Talk Discussions 
• Completed notes 
• Completed graphic organizers 
• Revision worksheets 
• Homework 
• Performance Task –Argumentative Paragraph and Presentation (What limit should be placed on 

one of our rights and why?) 
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SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS: 
• Quiz - EU 1 
• Classify Quiz – EU 2 
• Unit 3 Test 
• Performance Task –Argumentative Paragraph and Presentation (What limit should be placed on 

one of our rights and why?) 
 

 

Unit Task 
Unit Task Name: The limits of freedom presentation 
 
Description: Students will use their understanding of the Unit Content to propose a limit on a specific 
right from either the First or the Second Amendment.  After Discussion and a writing process, students 
will present their final work in a short speech explaining the purpose(s) of the right and defending a limit 
they believe should be placed on the right.   
 
Evaluation:  Future Rubric Assessment in 2021-2022 

 

Unit Resources 
● Bill of Rights 
● Use of Rights Work Sheet. 
● Anti-Slavery timeline 
● Multiple examples of the use of rights in the Anti-Slavery Movement (i.e. Douglass Narrative, 

Uncle Tom’s cabin, “What to the slave is the fourth of July” speech, Petition samples, etc.) 

 


