10301
Wyoming Area School District
Combined Work Session/Regular Meeting
Wyoming Area Board of Education
20 Memorial Street, Exeter, Pennsylvania, 18643
Tuesday, November 22, 2011, 7:00 p.m.
The combined work session/regular meeting of the Wyoming Area Board of Education was
held this evening at the Secondary Center auditorium, 20 Memorial Street, Exeter,
Pennsylvania, 18643, with approximately 100+ people in attendance. A non-public personnel
meeting preceded the meeting. Everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mr. Nicholas
DeAngelo, President of the Board, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Roll Call:

Mr. Nicholas DeAngelo, President
Mr. John Bolin, Secretary
Mr. David Alberigi, Treasurer
Mr. Samuel Aritz
Dr. Frank Casarella
Dr. Estelle Campenni
Mr. Gilbert Dominick
Mrs. Toni Valenti

Absent:

Mr. John Marianacci, Vice President

Also present were: Raymond J. Bernardi, Superintendent, Janet Serino, Principal of
Curriculum, Tom Melone, Business Consultant, Attorney Raymond A. Hassey, Cathy Ranieli,
Assistant Secondary Principal, Robert Kaluzavich, Elementary Building Principal of
Montgomery Ave./SJD, Jon Pollard, Elementary Building Principal of Tenth St./JFK, Angelo
Falzone, Director of Attendance/Transportation, Deb Popson, Director of Special Education,
Jason Jones, Technology Engineer, Dave Amico, Facilities Manager, Officer Chris Alberigi,
Morgan Bilbow and Emily Shemanski, Student Representatives.
Communications Report
Mr. Bolin read the communications report.
1. Luzerne Intermediate Unit’s meeting minutes of September 28, 2011.
2. Joe Pizano, Head Track & Field Coach, requesting permission to attend the 30 th U.S.
All-Star Track and Field/Cross County clinic, with Mike Fanti in Atlantic City, New
Jersey.
3. Jennifer Alaimo, Middle School Guidance Counselor, submitting her letter of
resignation.
4. Kory Lyn Angeli, Elementary Teacher, requesting permission to take a sabbatical leave.
5. Randy Spencer, Head Football Coach, requesting permission to attend the NIKE Coach
of the Year Clinic with Joe Pizano, Mike Fanti and Jason Speece in Atlantic City, New
Jersey.
6. Kris Gavigan, Teacher’s Aide, requesting permission to take a leave of absence.
7. Cathy Ranieli, Assistant Secondary Principal, submitting her letter of intent to retire.
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8. Ohio Casualty notification of The Netherlands Insurance Company denying payment
for flood damage for Montgomery Avenue Elementary School.
Summary of Applications Received
Custodian – 5
Secondary Counselor – 1
Elementary - 1
Approval of Minutes
All board members present voted aye to accept the October 25, 2011 regular meeting
minutes. Motion passed.
Superintendent’s Report
Mr. Bernardi read his report.
1. Parent Conferences and Report Card Distribution was held throughout the District on Thursday,
November 10, 2011 from 12:00 Noon to 7:00 P.M. I am happy to report the following
percentages of parent participation throughout the District:

Secondary Center:

985 visited out of 1247 = 79%

JFK:

161 visited out of 176 = 91%

Montgomery Ave.:

364 visited out of 405 = 90%

SJD:

158 visited out of 169 = 93%

Tenth Street:

509 visited out of 555 = 92%

2. Wyoming Area High School competed in the 2011-2012 WVIA-TV 6th annual Scholastic
Scrimmage during the week of October 24th and 31st and won the 2011 LIU 18 Championship.
The team consists of Davide Fanelli, Greg Cajka, Leslie Shumlas, Gared Zaboski and Audrey
Hiedacavage. The win qualifies the team for the Pennsylvania Academic Competition in
Harrisburg on Friday, May 4, 2012. The team also won $1,000.00. Congratulations to Team
Members and Moderators, Eileen Palmer and Jessica Werbin, Academic Teams Coaches.
3. Wyoming Area Middle School competed in the 16th Annual Young Scholars Program at Scranton
Preparatory School on November 5th. Approximately 75 top students from 19 schools competed
in a “quiz bowl” covering topics from art, geography, languages, literature, math, music, science,
social studies as well as current events and popular culture. Wyoming Area defeated St. Jude’s
and Good Shepherd in the final round to win our fifth championship in 7 years. Congratulations
to eighth grade students, Michael Murphy, Ryan Murphy and Lauren Perry as well as Academic
Team Coach, Eileen Palmer.
4. On November 9th, our annual Veterans Recognition Program was held at the Secondary Center
to honor all local Veterans. A luncheon was held at noon for approximately 90+ veterans in
attendance. Afterwards, an Assembly was held with the entire student body in the Gymnasium
to honor and recognize these special individuals. Congratulations to Mr. Parra, Mr. Quaglia and
Ms. Alberigi for coordinating this special Program.
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5. Congratulations to Board Members, Nick DeAngelo and Toni Valenti, who were awarded the
2011 Honor Roll of School Board Service Program “Certificates of Appreciation” by
Pennsylvania School Boards Association (PSBA) in recognition of their unique role of service
and long-term contributions to the guidance of youth and public education in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

6. UPDATES:
Montgomery Avenue
State Vouchers
Mr. Bernardi reported that the documents and necessary paperwork has been filed for
reimbursement from FEMA due to the flooding at Montgomery Avenue. Mr. Bernardi stated
Mr. Amico and Sam Scarantino of Quad Three are awaiting approval from FEMA. The damage
has been documented in excess of $600,000.00.
Mr. Bernardi reported that the state vouchers did pass by the Senate and now it is in the
House. One hundred percent of state subsidies for students lower income students in the
lower 5% of school districts in the state. So, what they are doing is taking money from public
education and giving it to students for private and parochial schools. It’s now in the House
and this is a $930,000,000 cut for education. This will mean larger class sizes and cuts in extracurricular activities and some of our staff. Mr. Bernardi stated this is painful for education and
he has contacted Phyllis Mundy and will call all legislatures.
7. I want to take this opportunity to present Plaques to Outgoing Board Members, Dave Alberigi
(4 years of service), Sam Aritz, (4 years of service), Nicholas DeAngelo (8 years of service) and
Toni Valenti (20 years of service) in recognition of their years of outstanding dedication to
Wyoming Area School District and in appreciation of the diligent manner with which they
carried out their duties as Officers of the Board. Thank you for your commitment to a quality
education for all students and your loyalty to the District.
At this time, Mr. Bernardi presented plaques to four of our outgoing board members, Mr.
Aritz and Mr. Alberigi with four years of service, Mr. DeAngelo, eight years of service and Mrs.
Valenti, with twenty years of service. Mr. Bernardi stated “Mrs. Valenti was first sworn in as a
board member on December 3, 1991 and some of you weren’t even born.” “She has been a
true friend over the years along with Sam Aritz who is a personal friend of mine, Dave Buttons
Alberigi, who was a friend long ago and Nick DeAngelo who I didn’t know who also came to be
a good friend of mine.” Mr. Bernardi stated they are outstanding individuals and he handed
each board member a plaque.
I want to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

Student Representatives Report
Emily Shemanski gave her report: There were many activities for clubs this month.
The drama club hosted their annual cabaret in the cafeteria on November 5 th.
Yearbook was successful with their cheesecake fundraiser, which was delivered today,
in time for Thanksgiving. The scholastic scrimmage team won the LIU championship.
They will be attending the PAC, Pennsylvania Academic Competition in May of 2012.
Key Club has profited more this year from working the football stand last year. The
organization has plans for a future 3 on 3 basketball tournament, or possibly a
volleyball tournament. Key Club is also working on helping the West Pittston library
use the left-over funds from FloodFest to give back to the community. The winter
formal for seniors is to be held on December 23rd. The senior/junior class held a
fundraiser for Gertrude Hawk candy for upcoming events this school year. The candy
was delivered last week. We would like to wish everyone a happy Thanksgiving.
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Treasurer’s Report
Mr. Alberigi read the treasurer’s report.
Bank

Account

Checking Account

First National
Community Bank

General Fund

8,558,226.80

First National
Community Bank

Payroll Account

First National
Community Bank

Cafeteria Account

196,966.85

First National
Community Bank

Student Activities
Account

148,175.83

First National
Community Bank

Athletic Fund Account

11,340.99

Landmark Bank

Athletic Fund Account

1,935.05

PNC Bank

Energy Performance
Proceeds Fund

30,696.27

PNC Bank

Capital Projects Fund
Bank Construction Account

43,411.28

PNC Bank

Capital Projects Fund
Bank Investment Account

4,501.02

The treasurer’s report will be kept on file for audit.
Finance Report
Mr. Dominick read the finance report.
1. Received the following checks:
Local Realty Transfer Tax
James Red O’Brien
Luzerne County
Dennis Montross
Wyoming County
Delinquent Real Estate Taxes
Wyoming County
Luzerne Intermediate Unit
Pass Thru Funds 10/11
Tuition
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9,004.24

825.65
Total: 9,829.89

20,811.04

262,264.00
3,440.00
Total: 265,704.00

1,077,413.97
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State & Federal Subsidy Taxes
Social Security
48,657.00
Title I – Improving Basic Programs
60,572.54
Title II – Improving Teacher Quality
14,440.54
Basic Education Funding
1,059,720.00
ARRA – Fiscal Stabilization – Basic Ed. 450,930.98
School District Transportation
223,823.00
Property Tax Relief Payment
237,648.17
Total: 2,095,792.23

2011 Real Estate Taxes (Sept. & Oct.)
Carol Bardzel – Exeter Twp., Wyoming County (Sept.) 308,322.77
Robert Connors – West Wyoming Borough

34,551.07

Paul Konopka – Wyoming Borough

82,959.23

George Miller – West Pittston Borough

103,214.88

Wayman Smith – Exeter Twp., Luzerne County

381,721.55

Thomas Polacheck – Exeter Borough

309,974.92

Miscellaneous
District Court 11-2-01

6.03

2. Approve the November payment of $87,488.87 to the Luzerne Intermediate Unit in
accordance with the terms of the approved contract agreement for programs and
services for the 2011-2012 school year.
3. Approve the November payment of $36,505.00 to the West Side Career and
Technology Center for the 2011-2012 school year.

4. Approve to ratify the payment to Forrester Environmental, Inc. for Montgomery
Avenue Elementary School flood related issues:
Negative Air Enclosures
Negative Air Enclosures
Gym Floor Removal

Invoice 1178 890.00
Invoice 1179 9,064.35
Invoice 1181 6,958.00
Total: 16,912.35

5. Approve the payment to the Luzerne Intermediate Unit for the balance due for
providing Special Education services to the Wyoming Area School District for the 20102011 school year in the amount of $5,753.00.
6. Approve the payment to the Luzerne Intermediate Unit for providing services related
to the Alternative Learning Center for the 2010-2011 school year in the amount of
$116,866.00.
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7. Approve the payment to the Luzerne Intermediate Unit for Non-Public School Speech
Services for the 2010-2011 school year at an annual district charge of $7,716.00.
8. Approve the payment to the Luzerne Intermediate Unit for providing Social Work
Services for the 2010-2011 school year to the Wyoming Area School District at a
charge of $30,484.90.
9. Approve the payment to the Luzerne Intermediate Unit for providing services related
to the Partial Hospitalization Program for the 2010-2011 school year in the amount of
$33,489.64.
10. Approve the payment to the Luzerne Intermediate Unit for providing services related
to the Service Learning Program for the 2010-2011 school year in the amount of
$18,370.00.
11. Approve the request of Wyoming Area School District Tax Collectors to receive
compensation regarding collection of installment payments for 2011 for real estate
taxes in the amount of $3,150.00.
12. Approve a Settlement Agreement and Release and Third Party Education Trust dated
October 29, 2011 relating to an evaluation for a student’s educational placement.
Dr. Casarella read the remaining report.
13. Approve the following invoice submitted for payment from the Capital Project
Account for the Secondary Center roof:
TGW Corporation – Secondary Center roof
TGW Corporation – Secondary Center roof

167,337.00
346,149.00
513,486.00
14. Approve a Flood Insurance Policy for the Montgomery Avenue Elementary School.
The amount of premium associated with the policy is $6,530.00.
15. Approve the General Ledger Sheet:
Bill Listing:
11/21-11
Prepaids:
10/27/11
Cafeteria Account:
Athletic Account:

571,824.95
86,199.37
86,396.64
6,957.00

658,024.32
93,353.64
Total: 751,377.96

Motion by Mr. Casarella, second by Mr. Aritz to accept the finance report.
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ON the question: Dr. Campenni questioned item #7 and item#10. Mr. Melone
responded they are programs we outsource to the Luzerne Intermediate Unit. These
services are billed annually to the district and are usually billed at a per hour rate.
Dr. Campenni asked the status of the roof project. Mr. Bernardi responded the roof at
the Secondary Center is 94% complete and we owe them $100,000.00 for some final
things to be done. Dr. Casarella asked if the roof leaked with all the rain we had. Mr.
Amico responded a couple little spots. John Pegg of West Wyoming, questioned item
#2. Mr. Melone responded that the LIU has adjusted their billing format. The new
monthly bill includes charges for traditional special education services (at a base rate
of $75,000.00), Alternative education services (at a monthly estimate $10, 150.00) and
Lighthouse Academy charges (at a monthly estimate of $2,250.00). In summary two
programs are being billed monthly to the district rather than at the end of the year.
Mr. Pegg questioned item #5. Mr. Melone responded the balance dues will differ
prior years for special education services since the district pays monthly amounts
based on estimates for the year. At year end, the estimated census is reconciled to
actual services and the balance due for credit is determined.
Mr. Pegg asked if the denial for Montgomery Avenue School is from October. Mr.
Bernardi responded yes. FEMA would reimburse the difference after all insurance
proceeds are exhausted.
George Race of Exeter asked Mr. Bernardi regarding FEMA reimbursement, “You
didn’t plan on getting 100 percent?” Mr. Bernardi responded FEMA would pick up
75%. Mr. Race asked if the pension bond came up when Mr. Bernardi spoke to Phyllis
Mundy. Mr. Bernardi responded it didn’t come up. Mr. Race asked Mr. Bernardi to
explain what the partial hospitalization plan on page 8. Mr. Bernardi responded that
is for students with behavioral problems.
Mr. Race questioned item #12. Why is it in finance. Mr. Bernardi responded it is a
settlement agreement for a special education student. Attorney Hassey responded
we can disclose the cost. Mr. Bernardi responded it can start at $20,000.00.
Roll call: All board members present at the meeting voted yes to accept the finance
report. Motion passed.
Education Report
Mr. Valenti read the education report.
1. Reporting as per Federal Regulations Requirement that the District’s Federal
Programs, (Title I, Title II, and Drugs and Alcohol) has been planned for the
2011-2012 school year. Anyone desiring information regarding these programs,
contact Janet Serino, District Principal of Curriculum, at the District’s Business
Office.
2. Approve to ratify the request of Cathy Maheady, Elementary Teacher, to take a
medical leave effective November 15, 2011 for approximately four weeks.
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3. Approve to ratify the request of Janet Serino, District Principal of Curriculum,
to attend the Pennsylvania Association of Supervisor and Curriculum Directors
Conference (PASCD) in Hershey, Sunday, November 20 th to Tuesday, November
22, 2011. Funds to be paid out of Title II funds.
4. Approve the retirement incentive payment for Deanna Sabola.
5. Approve the revised substitute list for professional employees.
6. Accept, with regret, Jennifer Alaimo’s letter of resignation effective December
16, 2011.
7. Approve the request of Kory Lyn Angeli, Elementary Teacher, to take a
sabbatical leave for the second half of the 2011-2012 school year, January 2,
2012 and return for the 2012-2013 school year.
8. Approve the Agreement between Wyoming Area Education Association (WAEA)
and Wyoming Area School District to allow any member of the professional
staff to voluntarily donate one personal or one compensatory day during the
2011-2012 school year to be used by members of the WAEA who were affected
by flooding and who have exhausted all sick, personal and compensatory time
of their own.
Motion by Mr. Valenti, second by Mr. Bolin, to accept the education report.
Roll call: All members present voted yes to accept the education report. Motion
passed.
Activities Report
Mr. Alberigi read the activities report.
1. Approve the request of Joe Pizano, Head Track & Field Coach, and Mike Fanti, to
attend the 30th U.S. All-Star Track & Field /Cross Country clinic, from Wednesday,
December 14th through Friday, December 16, 2011 in Atlantic City, New Jersey.
The school van is requested or gas mileage to be paid by district.
2. Approve the following assistant winter coaches as per the collective bargaining
agreement:
Mike Ametia
Bernard Edmonds
Kara Boczek
Ron Musto
Jeff Pepe

Junior Varsity Boys Basketball
8th Grade Boys Basketball
Junior Varsity Girls Basketball
Volunteer for Boys Basketball
Volunteer for Wrestling

2,781.00
1,446.00
2,781.00

Motion by Mr. Alberigi, second by Mr. Aritz to accept the activities report.
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3. Approve the request of Randy Spencer, Head Football Coach, to attend the NIKE
Coach of the Year Clinic with three assistant coaches, Joe Pizano, Mike Fanti and
Jason Speece in Atlantic City, New Jersey on Wednesday, February 9 th to Friday,
February 11, 2012, with mileage reimbursement only.
Roll call: Dr. Campenni abstained on items #1 and #3 and voted yes on item #2. All
remaining board members voted yes on the entire report. Motion passed.
Building Report
Mr. Aritz read the building report.
1. Approve the retirement incentive payment for Tom Pepe.
2. Approve the letter of resignation of Carl Yorina as Wastewater Treatment Plant
Operator and drinking water testing at SJD Elementary School effective December 1,
2011.
3. Approve the appointment of Mike Bugelholl as Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator
at SJD Elementary School at a rate of $13,000.00 per year.
4. Approve the appointment of ___________ as full time custodian. THIS ITEM WAS
TABLED.
5. Approve the appointment of ___________ as Computer Technician for Title I Reading
Program at Wyoming Area Catholic School. THIS ITEM WAS TABLED.
6. Approve to ratify the Memorandum of Understanding between Wyoming Area Board
of Education and the Wyoming Area Education Support Professionals Association,
ESPA-PSEA-NEA providing for a “temporary incentive” to support staff who, during the
time period of this Agreement, March 1, 2011 to May 25, 2011, notify the district that
they have elected to retire in accordance with the terms thereof.
7. Approve the request of Kris Gavigan, Teacher’s Aide, for a leave of absence beginning
Tuesday, November 29, 2011, until further notice.
8. Accept, with regret, Cathy Ranieli’s letter of retirement as Assistant Secondary
Principal, effective June 30, 2012.
Motion by Mr. Aritz, second by Mr. Alberigi, to accept the building report.
On the Question: Dr. Casarella stated he was not in favor of item #3, $13,000.00.
When Mr. Yorina did this, he did it during school hours.
Cindy Borzell of Wyoming questioned in the case SJD was closed would Mr. Bugelholl
keep the $13,000.00. Mr. Bernardi responded no. Mr. Race’s questions pertained to
the building report. Mr. Race questioned the incentive payment for item #1, Tom Pepe.
Mr. Melone responded $13,238.16. Mr. Race stated item #2, it states wastewater and
drinking water testing, where item #3 stated wastewater only. Does that matter. Mr.
Bernardi responded yes, it does matter. The Department of Environmental Protection
stated he can be in the position. Mr. Bugelholl is currently being certified to get his
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drinking water license. Mr. Race asked when he is certified will he get $21,000.00. Mr.
Bernardi responded no. Mr. Race questioned item #6. Is that an incentive on top of
the regular incentive. Mr. Bernardi responded the support staff did not. This is a
temporary incentive from the spring. The board approved this, but when Mr. Bernardi
checked the records it wasn’t in the minutes. Bob Borzell of Wyoming questioned
item #3 under building. Mr. Bernardi responded Mr. Bugelholl has his license for
waste water. Mr. Borzell asked when he will be licensed for the drinking water.
Mr. Bernardi responded that the problem with that is because of state cut backs, they
only have the test once a year, so the next test will be in April at State College. Mr.
Borzell asked if that was the same test he took for the waste water because when he
checked there was only a couple hundred people for renewal license. Mr. Bernardi
responded Mr. Bugelholl took the test last year. Tom Cason of West Pittston asked is
there an insurance policy for liability to be obtained (regarding item #3 under building).
Mr. Bernardi responded he is licensed for Wastewater Management and Mr. Bernardi
stated he would have to find out. Mr. Bernardi stated he is doing Carl Yorina’s job. Mr.
Cason asked what happens if he gets injured after hours. Mr. Cason asked if he is
covered under workers comp. Mr. Bernardi responded he is an employee of the
district, so yes. Mr. Cason asked if this is going to be done after hours. Mr. Bernardi
responded yes. Attorney Harry Skene asked if this position was posted. Mr. Bernardi
responded yes, five or six months ago.
Roll call: Dr. Campenni, Dr. Casarella and Mrs. Valenti abstained on item #3 and voted
yes on the remaining report. All remaining board members voted yes on the entire
report. Motion passed.
Open Discussion:
Dr. Campenni commented that she was not against item #3 under activities, the
conference, but is concerned about how we’re spending money. Mrs. Valenti stated it
was a honor and a pleasure to be on the board for twenty years, she really enjoyed it,
and thanked Mr. Bernardi for all his help. He was always there when she needed him.
She stated they go back thirty years and she enjoyed working with him. Mrs. Valenti
also thanked Attorney Hassey and Mr. Melone for always returning her phone calls
and answering questions she had. To the administrators and employees of Wyoming
Area, Mrs. Valenti thanked them and hoped they would continue to keep Wyoming
Area going in the direction it’s going. Mrs. Valenti thanked the taxpayers and
community who came to the meetings with their input. Mr. DeAngelo stated he
would like to repeat what Mrs. Valenti said with the administrators and faculty, the
support staff, Attorney Hassey, Mr. Bernardi and Mr. Melone and stated you are only
good as the people underneath you are. These are paid people to do their jobs here.
Mr. DeAngelo thanked supporters who supported Toni and himself and stated it is an
honor to be a part of the board of the district he graduated from. To the new board
members and members who are still here, this is not rocket science, it is common
sense and asked them to remember any decision made will affect taxpayers and the
1,300 children here. It will affect their education and well being, so use common
sense and use common sense that way. Mr. Alberigi stated it was an honor to be a
member of the school board and when he walked the halls years ago he never thought
he would be on the school board. On his travels, in Scranton, Carbondale or Hazleton,
people always say what a great school district Wyoming Area is. Mr. Alberigi stated it
is a great school district from administrators, teachers, students, custodians,
secretaries and police department, it is these people that make Wyoming Area a
success of what it is today. Mr. Alberigi stated it is an honor to play a small part in it.
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Mr. Alberigi welcomed the new board members and also thanked his family, who
were present, for the endless phone calls and for what they went through.
Neil Kolcheski of West Pittston, stated he graduated from Wyoming Area thirty years
ago and asked if Mrs. Fedor or someone could come up with the proper transcripts to
verify a grade that he had gotten. Attorney Hassey asked him to talk with Mrs. Ranieli,
Assistant Secondary Building Principal.
Rebecca Pierce from falls spoke in support of her husband, Tim, that applied as a
volunteer for wrestling but was denied. Mrs. Pierce stated her husband has a past just
like many who were at the meeting that night. She stated many people can change,
her husband is living proof of that. Mrs. Pierce stated her husband had the support
from the coaches and the kids. All he wants to do is volunteer his time for the kids.
Mr. Bernardi informed Mrs. Pierce that he would contact Mr. Parra and will discuss it
with Attorney Hassey. Mrs. Pierce stated they just want to know why he was denied.
Mr. Bernardi responded they would get back to her. Mr. Dominick stated he wasn’t
aware of it.
John Pegg of West Wyoming asked if it would be possible to add more material to the
web site for contracts such as, but not limited to: transportation, support staff,
teachers and superintendent. This would help to prevent misconceptions. Mr. Pegg
asked when they will have a budget meeting. Mr. Bernardi responded after the
reorganization meeting. At the first meeting in December, Mr. Bernardi will dicuss
with the board to have a budget meeting. Mr. Pegg asked if the flood days will be
made up. Mr. Bernardi responded they are still waiting for an answer. Mr. Pegg
asked if the work sessions and regular meeting agendas can be listed on the web site.
Mr. Pegg questioned the analysis of monitoring district fund balance. Mr. Melone
responded the district is moving towards rolling out various financial information to
the board and public.

With no further questions, the meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m. on a motion by Mr.
Alberigi.

_______________________________
Nicholas DeAngelo, President

_______________________________
John Bolin, Secretary

