
Blacker’s Bulletin #24 

Khan Academy: This week in math we will be working on finding the perimeter of 

shapes. Let me know if you are having any trouble connecting with our 

classroom on Khan Academy. 
 

Distance Learning Packets: Our packets this week include a Reading Menu, 

cursive practice pages, a graphic organizer for practicing the reading focus skill, 

a leveled reader, a Daze passage and a vocabulary practice page. Again this week, 

we will use the leveled reader for fluency practice and skill practice. 
 

Fluency Practice: This means repeated reading out loud of the first section of the 

text. Please read out loud with your student each day from the leveled reader, 

pages two through five. Repeated reading of the same passage builds reading 

fluency. 
 

Skill Practice: This week we are practicing identifying the sequence of events. 

This means that we are telling the time order in which events happen. Please 

support your student with completing the flow chart identifying events you find 

in the leveled reader. 

 

Homework 

1. Khan Academy math assignments 

2. Read leveled reader pages 2-5 each day out loud 

3. Finish leveled reader at least once 

4. Complete graphic organizer "Flow Chart: Sequence of Events" 

5. Reading Menu 29 

6. Daze #17 

7. Vocabulary Spelling City Lesson 23 assignments 

 - or - 

 Target Vocabulary practice page 

8. Cursive  

9. Read at least 20 minutes each day 
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Aunt Carmella’s birthday was coming 

soon, and Gordie wanted to do something 

special to help her celebrate. He couldn’t 

go to visit her; she lived in the tiny English 

village of Tinwhistle-on-Cheddar, more than 

3,000 miles away from Gordie’s home in 

Brooklyn, New York. 

Instead of visiting, Gordie decided to 

send her an extra-special present. But he 

wasn’t sure what that extra-special present 

would be.

Aunt Carmella loved two things—

traveling and gardening. She didn’t travel as 

much as she had when she was younger, but 

she still kept a beautiful garden.
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Gordie looked at a photo of Aunt Carmella’s 

garden, hoping it would help him to think of a good 

gift. But the garden seemed to have everything—

flowers and trees and berry bushes, even 

hummingbirds and bees. Then Gordie began to smile. 

He remembered one thing that Aunt Carmella’s 

garden didn’t have: a garden frog. 
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In one of their conversations, Aunt Carmella had 

mentioned that she wanted a ceramic frog to put in 

her garden. 

“It would be like a good luck charm for all my 

plants and flowers,” Aunt Carmella had said.

That afternoon, Dad drove Gordie to the garden 

store. Gordie picked out a garden frog that looked 

just perfect. 

“I’ll call you Hopping Henry,” Gordie said.
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At the cash register, Gordie noticed something 

that inspired him to make the gift even more 

special. An idea was forming in his head.

“I’d like one of those disposable cameras, too, 

please,” Gordie told the cashier.

Gordie took Hopping Henry and the disposable 

camera home. That night, Gordie sent an email to 

Juana, his pen pal in Mexico City.

“I need to send a frog on an adventure, and you 

are the first stop. When Hopping Henry arrives, 

please take a picture of him in Mexico City. Then 

send him and his camera to another faraway place. 

He can travel to a few places, but he needs to be at 

Aunt Carmella’s house in Tinwhistle-on-Cheddar 

by July 31. That’s her birthday. Thanks!”
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The next morning, Gordie had Dad use the 

disposable camera to take a photograph of Gordie and 

Hopping Henry in front of their house. Then Gordie 

loaded Hopping Henry and the camera into a box and 

took the box to the post office. 

“Good luck, Henry,” Gordie whispered in a 

sincere voice. “I hope you arrive at Aunt Carmella’s 

in time.”

The clerk took the box and stamped it with a 

postmark. Then off Hopping Henry went.
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A week later, Hopping Henry arrived at 

Juana’s house in Mexico City. Juana thought Henry 

was the loveliest garden frog she had ever seen. 

Unfortunately, so did Juana’s baby brother, Manny. 

“Mine!” Manny said again and again. He even 

took his nap with Henry in his arms. After a while, 

Juana managed to find a different toy for Manny. 

Then she took Henry to the market for a quick 

photo session. 

Everyone at the market liked Henry, too. 

“Maybe he will scare the fruit flies away from my 

bananas,” said Mrs. Garcia with a grin.

But Juana knew exactly where Henry would go 

next, and it wasn’t anyplace near Mexico City.
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The next morning, Juana took Hopping Henry 

and his camera to her friend Carlo’s house. Carlo’s 

mother, Ms. Tovares, was a biologist. She was 

preparing to take a research trip to Iceland. 

“Would you mind carrying something extra 

along?” Juana asked Ms. Tovares. Then she explained 

all about Hopping Henry and the camera.

“I’d be glad to help you out, but remember, I’ll be 

working in rough territory. I hope Henry can take it,” 

said Ms. Tovares.

Juana hoped that he could, too. She put some 

extra padding around Henry, and packed him and 

the camera in his box.

It was a long flight to Iceland—and a longer 

hike across the rugged terrain to the research station 

where Ms. Tovares worked. She had nearly arrived 

at the station when Henry’s box slipped from the 

pocket of her backpack. She watched in terror as it 

tumbled down the steep mountain slope.
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It took Ms. Tovares half an hour to reach the spot 

where Henry had fallen. The box looked battered, but 

when Ms. Tovares looked inside, Henry seemed fine.

“Thank goodness for that extra padding,” said 

Ms. Tovares to herself. Then she took a photo of 

Henry at the site of his incredible tumble.
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Next, Henry traveled with Mr. Naidoo, who 

worked at the research station but was going 

home to South Africa for a visit. Ms. Tovares hated 

to see Henry go, but Aunt Carmella’s birthday 

was coming up soon. She wanted Henry to have 

some more adventures before he arrived in 

Tinwhistle-on-Cheddar. 

Mr. Naidoo and Henry flew to Johannesburg, 

the capital of South Africa. There, Mr. Naidoo 

picked up his car and began the long drive to 

his home. 

“I’ll put you where you can get a nice view,” 

Mr. Naidoo said. And he tied Henry safely to the 

hood of his car.

After driving a while, Mr. Naidoo stopped 

to get a bottle of water. A crowd of children had 

gathered around Henry. They all wore big smiles. 

Mr. Naidoo took a few photos of them. Then he 

drove on.
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As they traveled, Hopping Henry met even more 

new friends—and Mr. Naidoo photographed them. 

When Mr. Naidoo arrived at home, his whole 

family welcomed him. They loved Henry, too, 

especially Mr. Naidoo’s sister Isabelle. She was 

getting ready to go off to medical school in Paris, 

France, and she wanted to take Henry along.
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In Paris, Henry found another new friend.

Isabelle’s neighbor Sophie worked as a chef. She 

had run out of ideas for naming her newest dish. But 

when she met Hopping Henry, she got an idea. Her 

“Hopping Henry Crepes” became an instant hit.
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Unfortunately for Sophie, Hopping Henry 

couldn’t stay around for long. He needed to get to 

Aunt Carmella’s in time for her birthday. 

Andre, Sophie’s husband, agreed to take Henry 

to England. In fact, Andre knew the very street 

in Tinwhistle-on-Cheddar where Aunt Carmella 

lived. Andre had friends who lived on that street.

“I hope Henry likes trains,” Andre said. “We’re 

taking the Chunnel to England.”

The trip through the underwater tunnel went 

quickly. So did the drive to Aunt Carmella’s. 

Thanks to Andre, Henry arrived just in time for 

Aunt Carmella’s birthday.

“It’s my pleasure to present this from your 

nephew in America,” Andre said. “As you will 

discover, it made a few detours along the way.”

Aunt Carmella adored Hopping Henry. She 

gave him a new home in her garden. And she went 

out to get Henry’s photos developed right away.
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Back in Brooklyn, Gordie waited impatiently. 

He wanted to know if Henry had arrived at Aunt 

Carmella’s. He wanted to call and ask, but he didn’t 

want to ruin the surprise. 

Finally, about two weeks after Aunt Carmella’s 

birthday, Gordie got a large, mysterious package in 

the mail. The return address on the package read only 

“Hopping Henry.”

Inside the package was a note. 

“I am currently loving life with your Aunt 

Carmella. She loves me—and the pictures of my trip 

around the world. She thought you might like to have 

a copy for yourself. Hop over and visit us sometime, 

and we’ll have a family reunion.”

Love, 

Henry.”
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Responding
TARGET SKILL  Sequence of Events 

Name the stops Henry makes on his journey 
to England. Copy and complete the chart. 
Add more boxes as needed. 

Event ?

Event ?

Event ?

Text to Text Think of another character you 
have read about who takes a long journey 
like Hopping Henry did. Write a dialogue in 
which this character and Henry talk about 
their journeys.

Write About It

3_017525_AL_LRSE_L23_Henry.indd   153_017525_AL_LRSE_L23_Henry.indd   15 2/15/10   10:12:30 PM2/15/10   10:12:30 PM
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conversations
currently
inspired
loaded
loveliest

managed
pleasure
reunion
sincere
terror

 TARGET VOCABULARY

biologist
detours

slope
territory

EXPAND YOUR VOCABULARY

 TARGET SKILL  Sequence of Events Tell the 
time order in which events happen.

 TARGET STRATEGY  Analyze/Evaluate Think 
about what you read. Then form an opinion 
about it.

GENRE A fantasy is a story that could not 
happen in real life.








K-5 PE
Week May 25th-29th

The physical activity log will allow you to record specific physical activities of your 
choosing throughout the week. The duration of these activities will count towards your 
weekly physical education minutes (30 minutes a day). Please use the physical activity 

log below or come up with one on your own. Write your activities and total 
minutes/hours every day. Examples of these activities can include biking, basketball, 

jumping on the trampoline, walks, runs, soccer, etc.

Physical Educa�on Ac�vity Log

Date Descrip�on of Ac�vity Dura�on


