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Essential Questions  
 

• What impact do individuals have on supply and demand? 
 

   

Enduring Understandings with Unit Goals 
 

      EU 1:  All economic decisions affect the wellbeing of individuals, businesses, and society. 

● Describe the dependence of various stakeholders in the chocolate industry and the economic 
decisions made in the global chocolate market. 

● Argue the benefits and the costs of trade policies in the chocolate industry to individuals, 
businesses, and society. 

● Critique the effectiveness of Fair Trade chocolate markets in promoting healthy business 
practice. 

 
EU 2: Individuals can collectively impact supply and demand for goods and services with their choices as 
consumers. 

● Develop a chocolate supply chain flow chart in order to analyze opposing views within the 
chocolate production supply chain. 

● Categorize relevant information and prepare an informative, evidence-based project that aims to 
empower local, national, and/or international parties to become well-informed, conscientious 
consumers. 

 
 

Standards 
CT Social Studies Frameworks Standards:  

● GEO 6-7.3 Explain how cultural patterns and economic decisions influence environments and the 
daily lives of people. 

● ECO 6-7.1 Explain how economic decisions affect the wellbeing of individuals, businesses, and 
society.  

● ECO 6-7.2 Evaluate alternative approaches or solutions to current economic issues in terms of 
benefits and costs for different groups and society as a whole.   

● ECO 6-7.3 Explain how changes in supply and demand cause changes in prices and quantities of 
goods and services, labor, credit, and foreign currencies. 

● INQ 6–8.5 Determine the kinds of sources that will be helpful in answering compelling and 
supporting questions, taking into consideration multiple points of view represented in the sources. 

● INQ 6–8.6 Gather relevant information from multiple sources while using the origin, authority, 
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structure, context, and corroborative value of the sources to guide the selection. 
● ECO 6-7.7 Explain the benefits and the costs of trade policies to individuals, businesses, and 

society. 
● INQ 6–8.5 Determine the kinds of sources that will be helpful in answering compelling and 

supporting questions, taking into consideration multiple points of view represented in the sources.  
● INQ 6–8.6 Gather relevant information from multiple sources while using the origin, authority, 

structure, context, and corroborative value of the sources to guide the selection. 

Common Core State Standards: 

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 
and secondary sources. 

 
ISAAC Vision of the Graduate Competencies 

 

Competency 1: Write effectively for a variety of purposes. 
Competency 2: Speak to diverse audiences in an accountable manner. 
Competency 3: Develop the behaviors needed to interact and contribute with others on a team. 
Competency 4: Analyze and solve problems independently and collaboratively. 
Competency 5: Be responsible, creative, and empathetic members of the community. 
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Unit Content Overview 
 

1. Cocoa Market: Not All Chocolate Is Created Equal 

● Analyze supply and demand of cocoa beans from the chocolate belt. 
● Map geographic characteristics of The Ivory Coast and Ghana that make it favorable to grow 

chocolate through the study of climate graphs and maps 
● Appraise global chocolate prices and nutritional facts for various chocolate brands 

 
2. Cocoa Supply Chain - From The Ivory Coast and Ghana to Our Taste Buds 

● Classify various stakeholders within the chocolate supply and demand chain 
● Criticize the causes, effects and solutions for child slavery 
● Defend opposing views about how chocolate production concerns can manifest itself at local, 

regional, and global levels over time 
 

3. Becoming Conscientious Consumers: Educating about Fair Trade 

● Construct educated arguments regarding the costs and benefits of Fair Trade 
● Synthesize ways to become a well-informed, conscientious consumer 
● Create a solutions-based approach to educate the community on smart consumerism 

 

Interdisciplinary Connection: 

● Mathematics - Fractions, Ratios, Percentages 

 

Daily Learning Objectives with Do Now Activities 
Students will be able to… 

● Diagram supply and demand of cocoa beans from the chocolate belt. 
● Construct maps of the geographic characteristics of The Ivory Coast and Ghana. 
● Calculate and compare global chocolate prices and nutritional facts by rating their cost and health 

benefits. 
● Outline the responsibilities of each stakeholder in the global chocolate supply chain from farmers, 

manufacturers, national and regional businesses, and consumers. 
● Test acquired knowledge of cocoa supply and demand from the chocolate belt to our local 

economy. 
● Criticize some farming practices within The Ivory Coast and Ghana through the documentary 

“The Dark Side of Chocolate”.  
● Infer what life would be like as a child worker in a cocoa field by producing a written piece 
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● Assess the validity of opposing views regarding how concerns of child slavery can manifest itself 
at local, regional, and global levels over time. 

● Compose an argument for both the costs and benefits of Fair Trade** 
● Create an authentic “Creating Conscientious Consumers” project that is high quality. ** 
● Revise the project using the rubric, peer and teacher feedback as a guide. ** 
● Finalize  “Creating Conscientious Consumers” project that demonstrates mastery of knowledge 

and skills concerning supply and demand in the chocolate industry. 
● Rate project of self and peers for its effectiveness in educating the public. 

 
 

Instructional Strategies/Differentiated Instruction 
● Active Classroom Protocols 
● Guided notes 
● Paragraph frames and sentence starters 
● Workshop Model 
● Teacher modeling 
● Written teacher and peer feedback 
● Academic Discourse 
● Homework with checks for understanding 
● Word walls with visuals 
● Vocabulary anchor charts 
● Text and video chunking with guiding questions 
● Close reading with text-dependent questions 
● Lexile appropriate scaffolded reading 
● Scaffolded writing prompts 
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 Assessments 
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS:  

● Author’s Point of View Analyzer 
● CIA World Fact Book Exploration Notes 
● From Chocolate Farms to Sweets: Explanation Paragraph 
● Cause and Effects - Consumer Information Note catcher 
● Do Now and Exit Slips 
● Chocolate Supply Chain Flowchart 
● Fair Trade Data Collector 
● Cocoa Supply and Demand Pre-assessment 
● Chocolate Price Comparison Tracker and Predictor 
●  Performance Task - Document-Based Question, “Life as a Child Worker in the Cocoa Field” 

o Future Rubric Assessment in 2021-2022 

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS: 

● Cocoa Supply and Demand Post-Assessment (EU 1) 
● Analyzing Opposing Views, “The Stakeholders of Chocolate” IAB performance task (EU2) 
● Unit Task - “Creating Conscientious Consumers” Fair Trade Student Educator Project 

 

 
 

Unit Task 
Unit Task Name: "Educating to Create Smart Consumers" Fair Trade Project 

Description:  In this task, students will select one of three audiences (a. local SECT businesses and 
community members; b. national chocolate business/corporations; c. farm owners in African cocoa 
producing nations) to teach about becoming a well-informed chocolate consumer and/or producer. (EU1) 
Students will be required to include high-quality, research-based writing in the creation of an educational 
project from a teacher approved list of project options, including but not limited to a brochure, video, 
interview, and survey creation / data collection.  Students will demonstrate their knowledge of the impact 
of cocoa production on the people and communities in Cote d'IVoire and Ghana - two of the largest cocoa 
growing nations in the world.  Students will be required to effectively communicate the costs and benefits 
of becoming a conscientious chocolate consumer to their selected audience through their work.(EU2) 

Evaluation: Summative Assessment and Future Rubric in 2021-2022 school year 
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Unit Resources 
• Hershey’s Note catcher / Data Collector 
• Fair Trade Chocolate Informational Pamphlet 
• Supply and Demand Flowchart 
• Brochure Overview and Template 
• From Chocolate Farms to Sweets: Explanation Paragraph Template 
• CIA World Fact Book - Ivory Coast and Ghana Fact Sheets 
• Video Excerpts: The Dark Side of Chocolate 
• Student Exemplars: IB-A (Grade 6), SA (Grade 6), JV (Grade 6) 
• The Dark Side of Chocolate Documentary 
• Educating to Create Smart Consumers: Summative Assessment Rubric 

 

 


