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Our shared goals

• Keep teachers safe and healthy

• Keep the community safe and healthy

• Keep children safe and healthy
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Pediatric COVID-19 Cases in Georgia

Public Health Statewide Data (through 1/14/2021):
• 67,995 pediatric cases

• 10.4% of all positive cases

• 805 children hospitalized (1.8% of all hospitalizations)
– ICU care: 33% (mechanical ventilation 5.8%)
– Hispanic: 45.8% 
– Black: 29.7% 

• 8 pediatric deaths (0.08% of all deaths) 
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https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-
infections/children-and-covid-19-state-level-data-report/
Kambhampati A, et al. MMWR. August 7, 2020. Vol. 69

https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/children-and-covid-19-state-level-data-report/
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Multi-system Inflammatory Syndrome in Children

 April 27, alert from the NHS: cases of severe myocardial dysfunction, some with 
features of Kawasaki disease, and several with shock requiring vasopressive
medications as supportive care

 Later this was described in NYC and throughout areas in the US

 Features similar to Kawasaki disease and toxic shock syndrome

 Over 1,000 cases of MIS-c reported in the US

– More Black and Hispanic children affected
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• Droplet transmission 

predominates

• SARS-CoV-2 can survive 

surfaces for varying times 

depending on the surface

• Virus detected in aerosols; role 

in transmission remains unclear

• Prolonged exposure in a poorly 

ventilated space may allow virus 

laden particles to accumulate
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Transmission of  COVID-19

Wei J. AJIC. 44 (2016) S102-S108
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Prevalence of  Asymptomatic Children

• SARS-CoV-2 PCR testing of asymptomatic 
children

• Prior to surgical procedures or admission

• 250 of 33,041 asymptomatic children 
tested at 28 hospitals were positive for 
SARS-CoV-2

• Average prevalence 0.65% (0 – 2.2%)

• Prevalence was significantly associated 
with weekly incidence of COVID-19 in the 
general population

• In a study of healthcare worker exposures 
to asymptomatic children, no 
transmission occurred
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Sola AM, et al. JAMA Peds. August 25, 2020. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2020.4095

Patel AB, et al. JPIDS. 2020.
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Back to school?



Transmission of  COVID-19 in School vs the Community: NY state
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https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6950e3.htm. 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6950e3.htm
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Secondary Transmission of  COVID-19 in Schools

• 07/15/2020, NC’s governor announced schools could open via remote 
learning or a “hybrid” model 

• From 08/15/2020–10/23/2020, 11 of 56 school districts participating in 
ABC Science Collaborative (ABCs) were open for in-person instruction for all 
9 weeks

• Schools tracked incidence and secondary transmission of SARS-CoV-2
• Health department adjudicated secondary transmission.
• 90,000 students and staff attend school in-person

– 773 community-acquired SARS-CoV-2 infections 
– An additional 32 infections were acquired within schools. 
– No instances of child-to-adult transmission of SARS-CoV-2 were 

reported within schools. 
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• pairs scientists and physicians with school and 
community leaders to help understand the most 
current and relevant information about COVID-19. 

• helps school leaders make informed decisions 
about returning to school using data from their 
own communities.
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COVID-19 in Sweden, spring 2020

• March to June, 2020

• Entire country had ongoing schools, no universal masking, social distancing

• Country estimates: 15 children with COVID-19 admitted to ICU (0.77 per 
100,000)

• As compared with other occupations (excluding health care workers), sex-
and age-adjusted relative risks of severe disease:
– 1.10 (95% confidence interval [CI], 0.49 to 2.49) among preschool 

teachers
– 0.43 (95% CI, 0.28 to 0.68) among schoolteachers

Ludvigsson. NEJM Correspondence. 6 Jan 2021. 
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2026670. 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2026670
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SARS CoV-2 Infection in Children

• Typically milder illness, severe disease more with health issues

• MIS-C in otherwise healthy, more common in Black children

• Community transmission as a whole is main driver

• No excessive transmission of infection in schools

• Cases identified in schools mirror community transmission
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Schools transmission can be 
mitigated with: 

Universal masking

Hand hygiene

Physical distancing

Contact tracing

Community participation
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Back to School… As Safe as Possible


