
 

 

New Milford High School 

860-350-6647 
Mr. Greg Shugrue, Principal 

Mrs. Liz Curtis, Asst. Principal 

Ms. Linda Scoralick, Asst. Principal 

Mr. Eric Williams, Asst. Principal 

New Milford Public Schools 

50 East Street 

New Milford, CT 06776 

860-355-8406 

www.newmilfordps.org 

Sarah Noble Intermediate School 

860-210-4020 
Mrs. Anne Bilko, Principal 

Mrs. Jennifer Chmielewski, Asst. Principal 

Mrs. Jennifer Hankla, Asst. Principal 

Mrs. Jennifer Meyers, Asst. Principal 

Hill & Plain Elementary School 

860-354-5430 

Mrs. Jennifer Hankla, Asst. Principal 

 

Northville Elementary School 

860-355-3713 
Mrs. Susan Murray, Principal 

Mrs. Barbara Nanassy, Asst. Principal 

V o l u m e  9 ,  I s s u e  1 J u l y  2 0 1 8 

 

Spotlight on 
New Milford Schools  

Schaghticoke Middle School 

860-354-2204 
Dr. Christopher Longo, Principal 
Mrs. Kerri Adakonis, Asst. Principal 
Mrs. Jennifer Delaney, Asst. Principal 

Mrs. Barbara Nanassy, Asst. Principal 

Summer Reading ï Feeding the Mind 
 

òYou can find magic wherever you look.  
Sit back and relax, all you need is a book.ó  

~ Dr. Seuss 

Summer is already halfway over, believe it or not, with the first day of 

school (August 29) just around the corner! Hopefully students have 

been reading as part of their summer routine. District Data Coach     

Michael Clyne, who is spearheading the districtôs summer reading initi-

ative along with Assistant Superintendent Alisha DiCorpo, says ñThe 

goal of summer reading is to see all our students enjoying books and 

avoiding the summer slide. When students consistently read over the 

summer, they tend to come back to school in September in the same 

place or further ahead academically. When students do not read as  

consistently over the summer, they are more likely to regress. Typical 

summer regression equates to roughly eight weeks of instruction time.ò 

New Milford Public Schools has a website devoted to summer reading 

called New Milford Reads: Summer Reading. The website offers ideas 

for summer reading, links to incentive programs, and suggestions for 

work in math and science too. NMPS teachers are encouraging summer 

reading as well. Many have been vocal on Twitter, sharing  pictures      

of themselves reading at the lake or beach, or curled up in a chair at 

home. SNIS teacher Mrs. Carrie Allen (@AllenM4TH) is even hosting a 

virtual book club. Mrs. Allen describes: 

As summer approached this year, we were all tasked with the dilemma of 

increasing student involvement of summer reading. In the past, I have 

tried many different approaches to persuade my students to read over 

the summer. This year I decided to take to technology. I have always 

used my Twitter account as a means to brag to students and parents 

about the great things happening in my classroom. I saw this as a great 

opportunity to continue engaging my students all summer. 

http://www.newmilfordps.org/
https://nmreads.wordpress.com/
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I started a summer reading book club for my present and past students, or anyone who chose 

to join. I launched a book that was my favorite as a 5th grader, as my students were heading 

to 5th grade, and just released as a major motion picture: A Wrinkle in Time. I knew that this 

would entice my students to want to participate.   

This book club remains mostly online, however there is an intention to have a celebration at 

the end of the book on the green in New Milford.  At this point, I have posted a quick 10 minute 

video to talk about my thoughts and questions for the first 4 chapters.  I am referencing points 

of character, theme, and author techniques that we discussed in our 4th grade reading lessons 

this past year.  

I continue to post each and every day questions from the book, thoughts, and famous quotes. I 

have also posted statistics to promote summer reading, math riddles, and book lists for all my 

followers to enjoy. I also include pictures of my own children enjoying their summer reading, 

math problems, and every day activities. I hope that with all of this I can inspire the students 

to make learning a lifelong adventure. 

The New Milford Reads website also includes a link to the Governorôs Summer Reading 

Challenge, with this yearôs theme Libraries Rock!. Students can track their reading using     

a challenge form, either during or after the summer, to log the books theyôve read. Certifi-

cates will be awarded to schools with the highest books-per-student count and highest   

participation. Winning schools will be recognized in a special ceremony. Wouldnôt it be  

nice if New Milford schools got an invite? 

 

The New Milford Public Library is working in partnership with NMPS as the focal point for 

our studentsô summer reading. The library has developed special programming to entice 

our students to visit (and pick up a book or two to take home with them). They are follow-

ing up with incentives to reward readers. Over 350 students had signed up as of July 23rd. 

Itôs not too late to join the group. There are many happenings planned for August. 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/CTRead/Connecticut-Reads
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/CTRead/Connecticut-Reads


P a g e  3 

 

Do We REALLY Want More Questions? 
by New Milford Public Library Director Sally Turnow 

 

Being a librarian certainly pegs me as a lover of reading and being able to share that joy  

is every librarianôs dream. The New Milford Public Library (NMPL) has an extensive  

summer reading program that we hope will instill that love of reading, and is working 

with the New Milford Public Schools to spread the word. Reading skills offer the possibil-

ity of life-long advancement in any chosen field, but even more importantly, reading skills 

introduce our children to worlds other than their own, create better citizens, and prompt 

kids to ask questions. Do we really want kids asking us even MORE questions? Yes! The 

whole point in educating our children at all is to make the world a better place, so we 

donôt want our kids to be satisfied with the status quo. We want them to be curious, to  

ask why and how, to think about people other than themselves. 

NMPL has programs and games for all ages,       

pre-school all the way through high school (and 

we do have the NMHS summer reading books all 

together in the Reference area). The programs 

cover the animal kingdom, music, movies, Harry 

Potter, magic, and much more.  

We even have something for adults, since we are 

partners in the Great American Read program 

sponsored by PBS. Anyone 16 and over can keep   

a log of what they have read from the list and     

enter to win a copy of one of the 100 favorite books. They can also enter a writing contest 

to win a seat on a panel discussion weôll be having in the Fall.   

There are raffles for prizes donated by local businesses and the FRIENDS of NMPL for 

kids of all ages, ranging from a Samsung tablet to an adorable charm bracelet, to tickets 

to a minor league baseball game! All anyone has to do is read, wheth-

er it be a print book, an ebook, or an audio.   

The NMPS have a goal of 100% participation in NMPLôs summer 

reading program. Make sure your child helps fulfill that goal ï it  

benefits the child (they win prizes!), it will benefit his or her future, 

and maybe, because of a book he or she reads this summer, we might 

have the next George R. Martin, the author of Game of Thrones, who 

read J.R.R. Tolkienôs Lord of the Rings and was changed forever into 

the writer he became!  

The program runs through August 10th. Sign up any time, but the more you read,  

the more you win (and weôre not just talking about prizes!). 


