
Decision Tree for COVID-19 response for Students/Staff 

Student/Staff 

with COVID-

19 symptoms 

or a fever > 

100.4 

Student/Staff received a negative COVID-19 test 
(or was not tested) AND they receive a definitive
alternate diagnosis from a physician (e.g. ear 
infection, strep throat) and have been fever free 
for 24 hrs. without taking fever reducing meds 

They can return to school 

Student/Staff is not tested for COVID-19 OR does not 

have a definitive alternative diagnoses from a 

physician. 

They must isolate following 
current guidance for 
COVID-19 
(see highlighted criteria 
below for ending isolation) 

Student/Staff 

test positive for 

COVID-19 with 

symptoms 

Student/Staff should remain isolated until they are
recovered and released by the Health Department.
The non-test based method of ending isolation 
requires a case to meet the 3 following criteria: 
1. They have been fever-free for 24 hours without
the use of fever-reducing medication AND
2. Any  symptoms experienced are improving AND
3. It has been at least 10 days since the symptoms
started

They can return to school 

Student or 
Staff that have 
come into 
contact

Quarantine for 14 days AFTER the household member is 
recovered. If household member does not have symptoms, 
refer to info above to determine when quarantining begins. 
Recovery requires a case to meet the 3 following criteria: 

1. They have been fever-free for 24 hours without the use of
fever-reducing medication AND
2. Any symptoms experienced are improving AND

3. It has been at least 10 days since the symptoms
started

with COVID-19 

positive Household 

member 

with a non-

Household member 

(i.e. student) who 

tested COVID-19 

positive 

Close contact is defined within 6 feet of a positive case for 15 

minutes or longer. Quarantine for 14 days after last exposure 

to the positive case. If symptoms develop follow guidelines 

above.

School Nurse Notifies the 

Health Dept. 

Student or Staff 

test positive for 

COVID-19 with 

NO symptoms 

Student/Staff should remain isolated until 10 

days after the TEST date and released by the 
health department. If they develop symptoms at

any point during this time, they will need to 

follow the above symptomatic guidance 

They can return to school 

Revised on 9/9/2020
*Recovery is decided by the Health 
Department

REGION ONE PURCHASE AREA HEALTH DEPARTMENTS

Region 1 Counties Include: Ballard, Calloway, Carlisle, Fulton, Graves, Hickman, Marshall, McCracken

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RbU4dSkqXeMfAm44mIKlTysOwH2fyr3U/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F3UTv100eRwlLuzufikLLJxfw0YHYcHx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hk_KVN5Beafdb4UdvBacDge9JfEspe5m/view?usp=sharing



