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Essential Questions  
 

● What defines our identity?  
● What is the connection between our sense of belonging to the people, places and ideas and 

oneself?  
● How do authors use literary elements to create meaning?  

   

Enduring Understandings with Unit Goals 
 

EU 1: When learning about others perspectives, societal views can influence individual identity. 
• Analyze how the author conveys meaning and ideas through the use of character 

development, theme and current event discussions. 
 

      EU 2:  By using literary elements the author conveys multiple meanings. 
• Examine author’s craft, character development, and theme through the application of 

literary elements. 

EU 3: Close reading, through a variety of techniques, yields deep understanding of difficult or 
challenging text  
• Observe and analyze author’s style and determine effects  
• Determine the best strategy for close reading based on needs of reader  
• Observe and analyze visual texts as arguments 
 

EU 4: Regardless of form, effective writing pieces contain universal characteristics, such as a clear 
purpose, organization, meaningful elaboration, and sophisticated vocabulary. 
• Engage in a multi-process essay writing as written expression is reflective. 

          
 

Standards 
Common Core State Standards: 

● RL. 8.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

● RL.8.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course 
of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

● RL.8.3: Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot). 

● RL 8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

● RL 8.5: Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing 
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 

● RL 8.6: Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader 
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(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor. 
• RL 8.9: Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character 

types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing  
how the material is rendered new. 

● RI 8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

● RI 8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, 
or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories. 

● RI 8.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

● RI 8.9 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same 
topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 

• W 8.1B: Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

• W 8.2B: Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples. 

• W 8.3B: Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

• W 8.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been addressed. 

• W 8.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the 
relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with 
others. 

• W 8.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data 
and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

• SL 8.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 

• SL 8.2: Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its 
presentation. 

• SL 8.4: Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner 
with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

• L 8.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

● L.8.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 

● L 8.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings. 
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ISAAC Vision of the Graduate Competencies 
 

Competency 1: Write effectively for a variety of purposes. 
Competency 2: Speak to diverse audiences in an accountable manner. 
Competency 3: Develop the behaviors needed to interact and contribute with others on a team. 
Competency 4: Analyze and solve problems independently and collaboratively. 
Competency 5: Be responsible, creative, and empathetic members of the community. 

 

 

Unit Content Overview 
 

1. Analyze: text and the overall theme of the society vs. the individual.  
 

2. Understanding Key Literary Element Terms: theme, inference, point of view, annotate, 
author’s purpose and craft, conflict, characterization, symbolism, characterization, foreshadow, 
perspective 
 

3. Close Reading Strategies: 
• annotate, vocabulary, main topic, sub-topics, margin labeling 
 

4. Evidence-Based Writing: Topic: We have our own ideas about identity although others (family, 
teachers, strangers) can also assign certain characteristics to us based on what they see or know 
• Explain who or what really defines who we are as individuals. Is our identity entirely defined 

by us as individuals? Or do other people help to define who we are? Explain using relevant 
examples and evidence from your own thoughts and experiences. Include at least one example 
from a short story we have read to explain your ideas. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connection: 

• Social Studies (culture, history, current events) 
 

 
 

Daily Learning Objectives with Do Now Activities 
Students will be able to… 

● Formulate and discuss society’s impact on one’s viewpoints and identity using Accountable Talk 
● Compose multiple sentences using a variety of literary elements   
● Develop close reading strategies to understand text and annotation  
● Critique the thematic idea of society vs. the individual 
● Evaluate character development, voice, and tone to determine thematic meaning  
● Critique the use of imagery within literature and comprehension of author’s craft 
● Conclude and discuss symbolic meaning by analyzing author’s purpose and audience 
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● Examine foreshadowing techniques used to create meaning for the reader 
● Generate and draft ideas into an essay organizer  
● Write an evidence-based essay from the ideas in their essay organizer 
● Apply teacher feedback to improve their evidence-based essay** 
● Rate and review the multi-step writing process, provide teachers feedback and suggestions 

 

Instructional Strategies/Differentiated Instruction 
● Whole group instruction 
● Small group instruction 
● Guided notes 
● Modeling 
● Student-led instruction 
● Anchor charts 
● Think-Pair-Share 
● Journaling 
● Graphic Organizer 
● Accountable Talk 
● Homework 
● Word walls with visuals 
● Audiobooks 

 
 

Assessments 
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS:  

● Literary Elements Webquest 
● Do Now 
● Exit Slips 
● Graphic Organizer 
● Homework 
● Quiz 
● Grammar Practice 
● Literary Elements Worksheets/Activities 
● Graphic Organizer for Written Piece  
● Editing and Revising Stations 
● Content Vocabulary 
● IAB Benchmarks 
● Unit Task – The Individual vs Society Evidence Based Writing 

o Future Rubric Assessment in 2021-2022 

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS: 
● Literary Elements Quiz (EU 2) 
● SBAC Styled Quiz 
● Unit Task - The Individual vs Society Evidence Based Writing 
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Unit Task 
Unit Task Name:  The Individual vs. Society Evidence Based Writing  
 
Description:  Students will have a chance to demonstrate their understanding of others perspectives, as 
our view of society can influence individual identity (EU 1). They will be crafting and presenting a written 
piece that takes a closer look at individual identity and whether or not we define our own identity or is it 
shaped by the society around us. Using evidence from unit readings and the challenges the characters may 
face (EU2), students will have read short stories, informational texts, and engage in classroom 
assignments that will provide a rich collection of textual details from which they can select to shape their 
writing (EU3). Students will draw upon their own life experiences and challenges to connect to a character 
across a common theme. Students will follow the writing process of planning, drafting, editing. revising, 
and sharing their writing. (EU4) 
 
Evaluation: Summative Assessment and Future Rubric in the 2021-2022 school year. 

 

Unit Resources 
● Collection of short stories based on the individual, identity, and society:  

               https://www.matchfishtank.org/ or https://www.getepic.com/ 
● YouTube: Short film videos and explanatory clips 
● Literary Terms Webquest 
● Vocab.com 
● Informational Texts 
● SBAC Prep 
● Worksheets 
● Writing Organizer 
● Chromebooks 

 
 


