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Two Minute School Highlights:  

 

 Alcott: 

 

 Frisbie: 

  

 Wakelee: 

 

 Tyrrell: 

 

 Wolcott High: 

 

 Assistant Superintendent: 

 
The Board of Education has approved a requested budget for the 2019-2020 school year.  The Board and I 

want all Wolcott residents to know the depth of thought and planning that go into each year’s 

budget.  This year’s process began in early December when we started to predict our contractual cost 

changes.  This includes looking at employment contracts, utilities, special education programming, 

transportation, and health benefits.  Simultaneously, school principals and district department leaders 

begin devising their budgets.  All of these budgets are constructed in a three-tier priority system.  In a new 

part of the process this year, the Board was engaged early on in hearing from all schools and programs 

about strategic projects that would help to bring our district-wide Vision of the Graduate to 

fruition.  Through this process, critical needs and improvements were identified and included in the 

Board’s budget request.  Of particular note, are two-and-a-half positions that the Board and I feel are 

critical to serving Wolcott children: 

 

 An additional school psychologist:  In line with state and national trends for adolescents, our 

schools are experiencing a surge in the number of students whose education and lives are being 

interrupted by stress, anxiety disorders, clinical depression, and other real mental health 

concerns.  These observations are verified by the yearly survey conducted by our staff of all grade 

9 students.  Our schools frequently support students in emotional or mental health crisis.   

 A teacher of English to speakers of other languages:  While our overall student population 

continues to slowly decline, the number of students in need of support to learn English is steadily 

increasing.  As of today, Wolcott Public Schools has 67 students who are legally classified as 

English Learners.  It’s important for the public to understand that this designation is similar in 

some ways to special education in that all school districts are legally required and held 

accountable for providing services to these students based on a standardized test called LAS 

Links.  In the recent past, we have called on the talents of our reading specialists and other 

teachers to provide these legally-mandated services but doing so takes critical time away from 

other students.  Providing a TESOL teacher district-wide will better serve our English Learners 

and will also let our other teachers better focus on all students in need of academic supports. 



 A half-time content coach:  We continue to work as quickly and thoughtfully as possible to bring 

our curriculum documents up to date.  This work is overseen by Mr. Purcaro and has been 

contributed to by many teachers from across the district each year.  However, in a recent report 

from the New England Association of Schools and Colleges regarding the high school’s 

accreditation, a need for more work in this area was highlighted.  While it would be easy to 

justify the need for multiple full-time professionals to complete this work, we know the pressures 

to keep our budget as lean as possible.  Thus, the Board and I support the addition of a half-time 

content coach to work with teachers and administrators in the area of mathematics curriculum and 

instruction. 

 

We hope that the parents, residents, and Town Council of Wolcott will agree with us in seeing that these 

improvements are needed in order to continue our school district’s positive growth. 

 
























