Jumping Jack
Written by: Jessica Twining

Illustrated by: Nicolas Florino
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Jumping Jack
Jack likes to hide and wait. Jack likes to jump up fast.  Jack thinks it is fun playing this way. 

Mom and Dad say that it is not nice. Jack will not make friends if he plays that way.

One day Jack hid behind his door. When Kim came, Jack jumped out at her. Kim got mad and began yelling. Then Kim went back home.

When it rained next, Jack brought his best game and asked Kim to play it with him. Kim would not play. Jack felt bad.

Jack sat for a minute. “It is not the best plan to jump out,” Jack said. “ It may make people mad at me.” 
“I’m sorry for jumping out, Kim,” Jack said. “I promise not to do it ever again.”

Kim smiled. “That’s fine,” Kim said. “Let’s play that game.”
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Bert Does Not like Bugs
Written by: Julia Walsh

Illustrated by Carmen Billings
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Bert Does Not Like Bugs
Bert is a nice horse. But Bert does not like bugs. Bert’s problem is that bugs like Bert. On hot days, bugs visit Bert’s barn. Bugs get on Bert’s back. Bert yells, “Scram!” but the bugs stay. Bert swishes his tail. Those bugs think Bert wants to play with them. That will not make them go away.

Bert is getting upset. He uses his brain to come up with a plan. Bert fills a big pail. He raises it up. Then Bert waits for the bugs. Bert raises his tail. He swings it hard at the pail. Splash! Bert got a nice bath, and those bugs got wet. Now the bugs stay away. That’s how Bert likes it.
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Our Reading Party

Written by: Melissa Stephens

Illustrated by: Bob Atkinson
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Our Reading Party

The kids in my class like reading. We read and read. In fact, we got a prize for reading a lot. 
This week we are having a party. Our teacher gave each kid a job. “Please clean up this room,” our teacher said. “We can clean as a team. It will be easy that way.” Dee is sweeping. Danny is picking things up. Dena is cleaning the glass. Steven is dusting that shelf.
We bring things for this party. Jean is bringing cups. Lee is bringing plates. Mike is bringing napkins. Peter is bringing forks. 

We sat in our seats. “You must feel good!” our teacher said. “You are good readers. This prize is such a nice treat.”
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What Did We Do Today?

Written by: Karen Junias
Illustrated by: Jeff Marshall
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What Did We Do Today

In math we added. What is three plus three?
That is easy! Three plus three is six.

In science we watched green tree frogs leaping on leaves. Those frogs are funny.

At lunch we had green beans or red beets. I chose green beans because I like them better. 

After lunch we went out. It was windy, and we went back in. Jean and Bree played on my team. We won!

In art we made masks. Jean’s mask is very pretty. Bree’s mask is quite funny. Mine is just plain silly.

Each day, the teacher reads us a tale. This is a story about an elf. He came to a village and helped a man make shoes.

I guess we must leave for now. Next week we will read about a city and watch red robins. I can’t wait.
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Sam’s Stroll

Written by: Julia Jameson

Illustrated by: Pam Flarity
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Sam’s Stroll

Sam is an old farm cat. He sits on his porch most days. Every day is the same. Sam likes it that way.

But on this day Sam feels different. The grass is green. The sun is gold. The soft wind is nice.

“It is time for me to go,” Sam said. And so he did. Sam went for a slow stroll on the dirt road.
Sam saw a boat with three mice and a toad. “Hello!’ yelled Sam. “Can you row me over there as a favor?”

“Yes, we can,” croaked that bold toad like a robot. Sam floated across the cold pond in that boat.

Sam hopped out. An old goat was at the gate. “May I open this gate?” Sam asked. “No, I will do it,” the goat told Sam.

That goat pushed it open. Sam sat for a while with the nice goat. Then he strolled home.
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A Day Off From School
Written by: Michael Carlson

Illustrated by: Rhonda Miller
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A Day Off From School

Joan asked, “Is it time?” “Hop in the car,” Dad told Joan.
Joan’s parents drove her to a farm. Joan petted fat pink pigs and an old gray goat. She saw cute yellow chicks. “May I hold them?” she asked.

Farmer Jed showed Joan how to brush the horse. “Grab a cube from the green bowl,” Jed told Joan. “Those are what she likes most.

Mom, Dad, and Joan drove to an old shop for lunch. “First wash those hands,” Mom scolded. Then Joan had ham and toast.

Joan’s parents drove to her school. Her teacher told them that Joan always has good answers in math. Joan’s face glowed with pride.

They opened the door and left for home. It had been a long day! Joan’s tired feet went slow.

“That’s the last stop!” Mom said. “Let’s go home and eat dinner.
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Rose Flies Home
Written by: Kyle Hickey

Illustrated by: Kerry Buckner
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Rose Flies Home
It is a bright day. The sunny sky is fine. “I must try to get home on time,” Rose said.

Rose sees a spider on the sidewalk. It gave her a fright, but she won’t cry.

“Some spiders bite,” she said, “but this spider is nice.” That spider strolls off. Rose went on.

Rose finds a dime. “For my bank,” she said, picking it up. “I will save it for a treat.” The child went on her way.

Rose sees a plane in flight. “Planes fly fast and very high,” she said. “They must land on time.”
Then Rosa jumped and ran. “Mom told me to be home on time,” she said. “I’ll run right home.”

Her home is in sight. Rose acts like a plane in the sky. “I’m flying home!” she cries. She lands right on time.

2nd Grade Unit 3-Week 4- Rosa and Blanca-Decodable Reader 14
About Kay
Written by: Daniele Wood

Illustrated by: Lisa Mendoza
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About Kay
Kay is one of three daughters. Kay’s age is half the age of her big sister. Kay is a bright child. 

Kay is kind. She finds a spider and tells her sister, “It’s a tiny spider. Don’t scare it.”

Kay likes to play with her sisters. “But sometimes I like to play by myself,” she adds.

“Dinnertime!” her mom yells. Kay gets nice and clean before she takes her seat. That is a rule in their home.

Her mom asks her to help clean. “I don’t mind, Kay thinks. “It’s right to help.”

In the night sky, Kay sees stars. She makes a wish on one bright star.

Kay sees it is bedtime. She sleeps alone. Her mom tucks her in and leaves her nightlight on. 
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A Day in the City
Written by: Steven Kaye

Illustrated by: Elizabeth Wimmer
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A Day in the City

Kelly visited a big city.  “Cars go faster in this city than at home,” Mom said.

“People go much faster, too,” Dad added as he stepped out of a man’s way.  Kelly held tighter to Mom’s hand.

They went to a store.  “This is a nice scarf,” Kelly said.  “It’s nicer than my old scarf.”  “These prices are higher,” Mom added.

They went to a park.  “That is the saddest duck,” Kelly said.  “He would be happier at our pond.”

The wind started blowing harder.  “It’s getting colder,” Mom notes.  “We must go inside.”  They went to a shop that sold hot drinks.

After dark, the street lit up.  “Those are the brightest lights I’ve ever seen!” Kelly said.  “It is brighter than day!”

“We cannot stay longer,” Dad told them.  Kelly was glad.  “I like this city,” she said, “but I’m happiest at home.”
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Jake’s Shopping Trip
Written by: Julia Liu

Illustrated by: Bernie Zimmer
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Jake’s Shopping Trip

“My clothes don’t fit!” Jake cried.  “You are bigger,” Mom said.  “We will go shopping.”

Mom parked in the closest spot at the biggest store.  “This store closes in three hours,” she noted.

Mom and Jake shopped for pants.  “These pants are nicer,” Jake said.  

“But those pants are longer,” Mom added.

Next they shopped for shirts.  “Try that brighter shirt,” Mom said. 

“I like longer sleeves,” Jake said.

Then they shopped for a coat.  “This is the thinnest cloth,” Mom said.  “That thicker coat makes me happier.”

They shopped for shoes last.  “Those shoes on the highest shelf are the finest,” the clerk noted.  “We’ll take them,” Mom said.  She gave that clerk money.

Jake had only one question.  “Can we get snacks?” he asked.  Mom got them hot popcorn.  It was the nicest, happiest part of Jake’s day.
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Lunchtime
Written by: Laura Susin

Illustrated by: Darrel Loemann
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Lunchtime

It’s time to eat. It is simple to set the table. Pam is able to do it by herself.

First, Pam sets purple dishes on the table. Pam likes purple. Today is a nice day for purple.
Pam sets glasses on the table. They sparkle in the sunlight. Pam gets napkins too. Her napkins match the purple plates. It is fun setting the table!

Pam holds the jug of water by the handle. She will not spill. There will be no puddle!

The table needs a bundle of roses. Won’t this table smell nice? Roses tickle Pam’s nose!

Last, this table needs a candle on it. Mom will light that candle. After that, Mom can finish making lunch. Pam can’t wait to eat!

The table is set. Mom sets lunch on the table. Pam and Mom fix lunch as a team! It makes Pam giggle to think of how she was able to help.
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Finding the Maple Tree
Written by: Kara Linden

Illustrated by: Paul Kim

Syllables: Consonant  + -le (ple, dle,gle, ckle)

maple

simple

stumble

table


bottle

bubbles

able


puddle

giggle

Finding the Maple Tree

Have you seen that old maple tree? It’s simple to find the maple tree. Stan can show the way! He can run fast. Can you?

Run by his big rock. Do not stumble! Turn right when you pass this rock.

Kids are playing hopscotch. It’s not a hard game to play. Run by that game. Sit at the table.

It’s time to rest! We’ll find the maple tree, but first we’ll drink the water in this bottle.

Kids are blowing bubbles! We will blow bubbles too. Stan is able to blow big bubbles

Off we go! Jump over that big puddle but don’t step in. Keep running. The hardest part is over.

This is it! This is the big maple tree for you to see. We can sit under this tree. We can giggle under this tree. Why did you want to find this tree?
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Mike Looks for a Book
Written by: Quinn Hart
Illustrated by: Mia Martin
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Mike Looks for a Book
Mike has a card that he uses to get books. What kind of book will he look for?

Mike runs up these steps. He sees books, books, and more books! Can Mike find a good book?

Mike will ask the man at this desk. “I’m looking for a book,” Mike said. “A book? We have lots of books! What kind do you want?” he asked.

“I am looking for a good book,” Mike said as he stood and looked at books. “Maybe I’ll read this book. It will teach me how to cook!”

Mike will check out this cookbook! The man took Mike’s card and he tool Mike’s book. Then he gave the book and card back to Mike.

Mike put his bag down and took a seat. The book was full of good things to eat.

Mike will take his book home. He will cook with his mom! Mike is on his way to being a good cook! 
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Kevin Hooks a Fish
Written by: Natalie Lohrman

Illustrated by: Jim Petro
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Kevin Hooks a Fish

Max and Kevin felt bored. “Let’s fish at the brook,” said Kevin. “No, let’s fish at the lake,” said Max. “It is full of fish.”

“Are the fishing poles in this box?” asked Max. Kevin shook the big box. His poles fell out. “Let’s go,” he said. “Look!” yelled Kevin. “The lake is close! Let’s race to the tree that stood by the lake.

Kevin and Max checked their fishing hooks. “Let’s put our lines in,” said Max. They dropped the fishing lines in.

Kevin and Max stood for a long time waiting for fish. “When will those fish bite?” asked Max.

Then there was a splash and a tug. “I have a fish on my hook!” yelled Kevin. Kevin pulled hard on his line.

Kevin hooked a big lake fish! When will Max hook a big lake fish?
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Jen’s Garden
Written by: Donyette Sanchez

Illustrated by: Dan Vick
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Jen’s Garden

Jen found a bag of flower seeds. What can she do with them? Jen had a frown on her face. Then she smiled. She will make a flower garden!

What will she do first? Jen will plant her seeds. A good spot of land is what Jen needs.

This dirt is nice and brown. Jen digs tiny holes for the seeds. She will dig holes for every single one of them!
Now the seeds can be planted. One seed in each hole is how it’s done. Put the dirt on top, but do not pound it down!
It’s time to water each seed. It is a shower for the flowers! It will help them sprout. Now they just need sunlight.
When will the flowers sprout? Without a sound, the flowers will poke out of the ground and go up to the sky.

Jen is so proud! Her flowers did get big. She will pick one flower and take it home.
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A Downtown Day
Written by: Janis Jay

Illustrated by: Jenna Clark
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A Downtown Day

“Let’s not stay at our house,” said Mom. “Let’s go downtown” Mandy grinned. Her mouth cannot frown is she is going downtown.

They took the bus. “This bus makes loud sounds!” yelled Mandy over the growls and rumbles of that bus.

After they got off that bus, Mandy and her mom shopped. “Look at that nice gown,” said Mom. “It could be for a queen!”

They saw a crowd down the street. The crowd was by a funny clown. He bounced around. “How did he do that?” Mandy asked.

Downtown has towers that stretch to the sky. Mandy looks up to the top. Mandy cannot look down at the ground when she visits downtown!
“Look at those flowers!” said Mandy. Mandy stopped and smelled a bunch of roses. 

Mandy is tired now. She cannot hear the bus’s loud sounds on the way home. 
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Cowboy Roy
Written by: Julia Parrish

Illustrated by: Christopher Calvetti
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Cowboy Roy

“This is the day to tell the class what you want to be when you grow up! Roy will you speak first?” the teacher said.
What will Roy be? Roy will tell the class his choice. He will be a cowboy.

Roy will ride his horse. He will twirl his rope. He will herd those cows and keep an eye on them. 

Roy will protect the cows from wild animals. Maybe Roy will foil a plot if some cows run away. He can save the heard!

Roy will give up his toys to look after cows! Roy is not a spoiled boy. He thinks that being a cowboy will bring him joy.

In his camp at night, Roy will use his fine voice to sing cowboy tunes under the bright stars.

Yes! He will tell the class how he will join other cowboys! But Roy does not make a noise. Roy is a very shy cowboy
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Joy Asks Why
Written by: Daniel Suh

Illustrated by: Nick Thrivel
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Joy Asks Why

Joy likes to ask why. She enjoys asking questions each day! Joy thinks of questions on her way to school.

“Tim, why is the soil wer?” Joy asked. “It rained last night, Joy,” Tim answered.

“Pam, why is your shirt moist?” Joy asked. “I spilled water on it,” Pam answered.

“Nate, why is that bell making noise?” Joy asked. “It’s ringing to tell us that class will start,” Nate answered.

“Jen, why do we use our voices in this class?” Joy asked. “Joy, we use our voices to sing songs,” Jen answered.

“Miss Smith, why is the man in this book sitting on a horse?” Joy asked.  “Joy, that man is a cowboy,” answered the teacher.

“Joy, why do you enjoy asking questions so much?” Joy’s classmates asked. “I just like to be told why!” answered Joy.
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Is It True?
Written by: Meera Laurent

Illustrated by: Judy Calhoon
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Is It True?

Sue needed to see if it is true that a cow that went “moo” flew over the moon.
Sue will read to find a clue. This book is full of cow facts. But not a single cow flew!

Sue read about moon facts too. It did not give proof that cows ever came near the moon!

Sue had another clue about what to do. She asked and old cow if she had ever flown over the moon. That cow only said, “Moo.”

Sue drew a picture of this cow. She thought that wings would suit the cow she drew. Her hope grew that she might soon learn if cows flew.

She waited for this cow to fly by. But she soon grew tired and her eyes closed tight. 

Just as Sue started sleeping, what do you think went by, flying and leaping? That cow zoomed right over the moon!
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Tick, Tock
Written by: Laura Nguyen
Illustrated by: Tony Flint
Vowel Patterns oo, ue, ew, ui
Clue

blue

room

broom

new

      noon
Food

cool

juice

tooth

bathroom     clues

Tick, Tock
I hear it go tick. I hear it go tock. Mom gave me a clue to find her blue timer. It said, Go to the room with the big broom.”
The room with the broom had this new clue in place. It said, “Go to the room where you sit at noon.”

At the table, this new clue waited. “Find that place that keeps food cool.”

That freezer is cold! That food and juice are frozen. I took that clue out. It told me to find that place where each tooth is brushed.

That clue in the bathroom asked me to find the room with blue rugs. Which room has blue rugs? 

That’s my room! I hear the timer go “tick, tock.” But I can’t find it!

The timer went “ding!” No new clues can be found. Mom, show me where the timer is now!
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