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Unit 1

Language, Heroes, and Quests

Timeline

2-3 weeks

Essential Questions
Compelling Questions- Inquiry Based

How does the quest shape society?
How do the quest and a character’s actions demonstrate the values of a society?
How do cultural/religious beliefs influence a person's goals?
How does religion and cultural beliefs impact a character’s actions?
How does language influence culture?
Why does every age need a hero?
Who are our heroes today?
Why do individuals set out on a pilgrimage?
How are the ideals of the Medieval society still in existence today?
Does ideal exist as seen in Camelot? Is a utopia possible, and how did Camelot live up to and fall short of the idea of a utopia?
Understandings
Aligned Standards
Learning Targets and/or “I Can” Statements
Learning Targets:
Reading Literature:
 I can cite evidence from the text.
RL.1.11-12
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly
 I can analyze what a text says.
as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves
 I can draw inferences from where the text is left
matters uncertain.
uncertain.
RL.2.11-12
 I can determine multiple themes or ideas of a text. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over
the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a
 I can analyze how themes and ideas develop
complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
throughout the text.
RL.3.11-12
 I can provide an objective summary of a text.
Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and
relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the
 I can analyze the effect of the author’s choices on
characters are introduced and developed).
the text.
RL.4.11-12
 I can determine the meaning of words and phrases Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
used in a text.
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are
 I can analyze the effect of diction on meaning and
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.
tone of a text.
RL.5.11-12
 I can analyze how an author uses structure.
Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the
choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution)
 I can analyze how structure is used to contribute
contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
to the meaning and impact.
RL.6.11-12
 I can distinguish between what is directly stated in Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly
a text and what is really meant.
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g. satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).
 I can analyze points of view.
RL.7.11-12
 I can analyze multiple interpretations of a
Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g. recorded or live production of a
story/drama/poem.
play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text.
(Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)
 I can evaluate how each source interprets a text.
RL.10.11-12
 I can read and comprehend multiple genres of
By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems,



























literature appropriate to my grade level.
I can cite evidence from the text.
I can analyze what a text says.
I can draw inferences from where the text is left
uncertain.
I can analyze the effectiveness of structure on the
author’s argument.
I can determine an author’s point of view or
purpose.
I can determine the effectiveness of rhetoric in a
text.
I can analyze how style and content contribute to a
text.
I can analyze foundational U.S. documents for
historical and literary significance.
I can analyze U.S. documents for their themes,
purposes, and rhetorical features.
I can read and comprehend literary nonfiction
appropriate to my grade level.
I can write informative/explanatory texts.
I can examine complex ideas, concepts, and
information.
I can convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information.
I can introduce a topic.
I can organize complex ideas, concepts, and
information to create a unified whole.
I can include formatting, graphics, and
multimedia when useful.
I can develop the topic thoroughly.
I can select the most relevant facts, definitions,
details, quotations, and other information.
I can use appropriate and varied transitions to line
major sections of the text.
I can create cohesion.
I can clarify the relationships between complex
ideas and concepts.
I can use precise language, specific vocabulary,
and techniques.
I can establish a formal style and tone.
I can maintain a formal style and tone.
I can adhere to the norms and conventions of
writing.

at the high end of the 11-CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.
Writing:
W.2.11-12
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of
content.
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new
element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts,
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and
examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor,
simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance
of the topic).
W.3.11-12
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its
significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator
and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to
create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense
of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).
d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
W.4.11-12
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
W.5.11-12
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying
a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and
audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up
to and including grades 11–12 on page 54.)
Speaking and Listening:
S&L.1.11-12
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study;
































I can provide a concluding statement or section.
I can provide a conclusion that follows form and
supports the presented argument.
I can write narratives.
I can develop real or imagined experience.
I can use effective technique, details, and
structure.
I can engage the reader.
I can establish one or more points of view.
I can introduce a narrator and/or characters.
I can create a smooth progression of events.
I can use narrative techniques (dialogue, pacing,
description, reflection, multiple plot lines) to
develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
I can use a variety of techniques to sequence
events.
I can create a clear, complete text.
I can create a particular tone and outcome.
I can use precise words and phrases, details, and
sensory language.
I can convey a vivid picture.
I can provide a conclusion that follows form and
reflects events over the course of the narrative.
I can produce clear and coherent writing.
I can develop writing as needed through planning,
revising, editing, or rewriting.
I can strengthen writing as needed.
I can focus on what is most significant for my
purpose and audience.
I can initiate a range of collaborative discussions.
I can participate in a range of collaborative
discussions.
I can build on others’ ideas.
I can express my own ideas clearly and
persuasively.
I can come to discussions prepared.
I can explicitly draw on that preparation by
referring to evidence from the text.
I can stimulate a thoughtful exchange of ideas.
I can work with peers to promote civil democratic
discussions and decision-making.
I can set clear goals and deadlines.
I can establish individual roles as needed.

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned
exchange of ideas.
b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision making,
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning
and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify,
verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative
perspectives.
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and
determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the
investigation or complete the task.
S&L.3.11-12
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone
used.
S&L.4.11-12
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.
S&L.6.11-12
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11–12 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 54 for
specific expectations.)
Language:
L.3.11-12
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more
fully when reading or listening.
a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for
guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts
when reading.
L.4.11-12
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on
grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, and secede).
c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or
clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
L.5.11-12
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in
the text.
b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.



























I can start conversations by posing and
responding to questions.
I can listen to other positions on a given topic or
issue.
I can clarify, verify, or challenge ideas or
conclusions.
I can promote different and creative perspectives.
I can respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives.
I can break down comments, claims, and evidence
made on all side of an issue.
I can resolve contradictions when possible.
I can determine what additional information is
required to deepen or complete the task.
I can evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning,
and use of evidence and rhetoric.
I can assess the stance, premises, links among
ideas, word choice/diction, points of emphasis,
and tone used.
I can present information, findings, and
supporting evidence.
I can convey a clear and distinct perspective.
I can adapt speech to a variety of contexts and
tasks.
I can demonstrate a command of formal English
when appropriate.
I can understand how language functions in
different contexts.
I can make effective choices for meaning or style.
I can comprehend more fully when reading or
listening.
I can consult references as needed.
I can vary structure for effect.
I can understand the study of complex texts when
reading.
I can determine the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases.
I can clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases.
I can use context as a clue to the meaning of a
word or phrase.
I can identify patterns of word changes that
indicate different meanings or parts of speech.
I can correctly use patterns of word changes that
indicate different meanings or parts of speech.



I can consult reference materials, both print and
digital.
 I can verify the preliminary meaning of a word or
phrase through the use of reference materials.
 I can understand figurative language, word
relationships, subtleties, and word meanings.
 I can interpret figures of speech in context.
 I can analyze the role of figures of speech in a text.
 I can analyze subtleties in the meanings of words
with similar denotations.
Learning Plan that includes . . .
Focus Topics/Factual Content/Lesson Activities/Artifacts

Resources:
Excerpts: Beowulf, Wanderer, Seafarer

Language Evolution
 Watch Ellen Degeneres and Hugh Laurie video clip
 Watch History of English Language: The Mother
Tongue: Close Notes
 Light History of English Language: Close Notes
 Informational text: Lang. evolution and modern
evolution: annotating copy
 Essay writing

Video: Light History of English by Eliott Engel
The Middle Ages

Canterbury Tales
 Graphic Organizers
 Collages of Characters
 Develop Modern Pilgrimage
 Write personal prologue
 Create Travel Brochure
 Huffington Post Web: 14 of the Most Spiritual
Destinations: Notes/Discussion/Seminar/Journal

Ballads

Legends of King Arthur
 Create a Coat of Arms
 Graphic organizer of code of chivalry
 Essay: defining a modern hero
 King Arthur/Merlin/ First Knight--essay compare
and contrast

“King Arthur’s Round Table Revealed”
http://www.history.co.uk/shows/king-arthurs-round-table-revealed/articles/the-real-kingarthur

Ballads
 Create a modern ballad or parody

Canterbury Tales: Prologue, The Wife of Bath's Tale, Pardoner's Tale, and others
Legends of King Arthur: Le Morte de Arthur and Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
Dante: Excerpts from Inferno

Informational Texts:
“Social networking: teachers blame Facebook and Twitter for pupils' poor grades”
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/8142721/Social-networking-teachersblame-Facebook-and-Twitter-for-pupils-poor-grades.html

Do you Speak American: Words that Shouldn't Be
www.pbs.org/speak/words/sezwho

