
   This week’s  Senior Spotlight is 
Oscar Barajas.  Oscar is the son of 
Jose and Rosio Prado. Most people 
know him as the starting lineman 
on the varsity football team.
   “I am grateful to have had this 
experience,” Oscar said.  “I’ve 
learned a lot of life lessons along 
the way.”
   After highschool, he plans on 
attending UTI (Universal 
Technical Institute) to become a 
diesel mechanic. 
   “I am very excited to finally go to 
UTI,” Oscar said.  “It has always 
been a dream of mine to be a 
mechanic.”
   In his free time, he likes to work 
on vehicles and hang out with 
friends and family. 
  “I like to work with anything that 
has an engine,” Oscar said.  “This 
gives me a little bit of experience 
to start UTI with.”
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     Oscar’s best memory of SHS was 
when he was moved to varsity his 
freshman year. 
   “I was proud of myself when I 
was moved up,” Oscar said.  
“Rather than just friends and 
family, you have the entire 
community depending on you to 
win games.”
   When he was asked if had any 
advice for the underclassmen, 
Oscar said: “See everything, and 
look at nothing.”
   “When you’re an underclassman, 
it seems like it is going to take 
forever to be a senior,” Oscar said.  
“But it comes faster than you 
would imagine, and you want to 
appreciate it before it is gone.”
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Upcoming Events

10/18 - FB vs. 
Friona at 7:00pm

10/19 - UIL 
Marching Contest 

@ Dick Bivins

10/23 - ACT 
Bootcamp @ 

Stratford

10/25 - Pink Out 
Pep Rally at 

3:00pm

‘Gear’ing Up For College
by Bryan De la Torre



   In today’s society there have been over 100 
shootings. Recently, The Joker has brought 
many controversies over whether this will 
bring about many more tragic incidents.
   “I think the media over-dramatizes 
theories,” junior Rylee O’Quin said.  “As soon 
as people go into the movie theater, the 
drastic ‘events’ are needlessly in the back of 
their minds.”
   The movie includes multiple scenes 
surrounding gun violence. Many people 
believe this will cause others to act on violent  
tendencies, inducing more mass shootings.
   “It doesn’t hurt to take extra precautions,” 
junior Maggie Davis said.  “But it is sad that 
society even needs to.”
   The Joker controversy started when James E. 
Holmes entered a movie theater in Aurora,

 different types of national programs that 
FCCLA has to offer. During these sessions, 
members played games, took personality 
tests, and learned information through 
presentations made by regional officers. 
   “It was a very relaxing evening,”  FCCLA 
sponsor Lonita. James said. “Because of 
the small groups, it made the conference 
seem more personal.”

   On Tuesday, FCCLA traveled to Canadian 
for one of their fall leadership conferences. 
The conference started off with members 
splitting off into four groups where they 
practiced group activities on the student 
body. Members were able to meet their 
daily exercise quotas by learning how to 
line dance and flex their brain muscles by 
taking Family Consumer Sciences 
Assessments, or better known as FCSA’s. 
   “It was fun,” freshman Danielle Heddins 
said. “We got to learn more about FCCLA 
and meet new people.”
   Members also attended leadership 
sessions that gave insight into the

Page 2

Photo by pixabay.com

FCCLA�Students�Attend�Leadership�Conference
by Aless Huizar

Colorado, causing multiple fatalities. 
After the incident, the suspect 
reportedly told officers that he “was the 
Joker.” This caused many cities to go on 
high alert attempting to minimize 
future danger.
   “There was little, if any, security at the 
theater in Guymon,” junior Christian 
Dettmer said.  “But I heard on the news 
about surrounding theaters taking these 
extra precautions.”
   Some theaters like The Morley in 
Borger had police officers checking bags 
upon entering. During the screening, 
many police officers sat in the theater 
checking for mysterious activity. 
   “I still want to see the movie because 
the controversy seems interesting,” 
junior Yasmin Anguiano said.  
“However, I plan to still be cautious.”

Not A ‘Joke’ing Matter
by Jocelyn Garcia



   Spearman High School offered a district 
ACT test on October 1. This test measures 
college readiness in English, reading, 
math, and science.  As many universities 
and community colleges require students 
to take one or more of these college 
entrance exams, some require a certain 
score in order to grant student 
acceptance.
   “It’s good to take it because every 
college seems to ask for it,” senior Aless 
Huizar said.  “But it’s lengthy, so you 
really need to prepare for it.”
   Some students took the exam for the 
second or third time, attempting to raise 
their previous scores.  Some want to meet 
the requirements of their choice school, 
while others want to meet their own high 
expectations for themselves.
   “I study more and more each time,” 
senior Odalys Arana said.  “This last time 
was the most prepared I’ve even been.”
   The test takes its toll on students due to 
its length and advanced questions. Many 
test takers are glad to have gotten it out 
of the way as they anxiously await results.
   “Hopefully I did better this time,” 
senior Sydney Fishburn said.  “I want to 
be eligible for more scholarship money.” 

Page 3

Hacking History
by Aless Huizar
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Students Take District ACT
by Charles Pearson 

and Autumn Whatley
   Recently, history teachers Mike Rountree 
and Todd Nies came up with a brilliant idea 
to create a podcast about history for 
students.
   “We wanted to provide it as an additional 
learning tool for our students,” Nies said. 
“It would also be a great way for our 
students to hear about history.”
   As of right now, the duo has two podcasts 
recorded and are planning on recording one 
more before releasing them on Google 
Classroom, iTunes, and Spotify. 
   “We understand that a lot of our students 
are looking to digital forms for learning 
more and more,” Rountree said.  “We are 
starting off with U.S. History because of 
STAAR testing and later on expanding into 
World History topics.”
   To make the podcast even more 
interesting, they are considering bringing in 
various people from history experts to 
students.
   “I think it’s such a fun idea to bring in 
guests for the podcast,” junior Kady 
McCubbin said. “This will help us prepare 
for the STAAR test.” 



  

    While the stands were full of statues 
watching the Stratford game, 
excitement was brewing on the track. 
The drummers decided to entertain 
themselves.
   Senior Juan Carlos Chavez Ruiz, a pillar 
in Spearman’s beloved drumline, was 
doing the moonwalk. Juan is a big guy 
and watching him do the moonwalk is 
enough to distract any bystander.
   “Juan astounded us with his amazing 
performance,” co-percussion section 
leader Karan Bhakta said. “He showed 
out for the Lynx.”
   In fact, Juan went from the 30-yard 
line to the 50 and back. The event was 
mesmerizing, magic even. His feet 
slithered across the track and his body 
glided above.    
   Juan moonwalked 40 yards. This has 
never been heard of in the history of 
Spearman football. 
   When asked about his 
accomplishment, Juan laughed.
   But this is no laughing matter. It has 
taken all of time to get to this point, and 
the chance of anyone else moonwalking 

   The theatre Murder Mystery Show will first be 
performed on November 11 at the Junior High 
cafeteria. There will be multiple showings of the 
play including the Saturday 23 dinner theatre, 
with a potential Sunday matinee November 24.  
   “I hope the play goes well,” sophomore Ally 
Bellsnyder said.  “I know the participants will 
work well together.”
   The cast consists of multiple students as well as 
some faculty involvement, including English 
teacher Dr. Mike Ralston, math teacher and 
coach Tate Batton, and agriculture and shop 
teacher Tyler Classen. There are a total of 23 
different roles to play, including crew members. 
   “To me, I think just building the relationship 
between the students and teachers outside of the 
class will keep me diligent,” Dr. Ralston said.
   Students/staff anxiously await the production.
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40 yards 
during a  
Spearman 
Lynx 
football 
game 
anytime 
soon is 
about that 
of pigs 
flying.
   Juan’s 
record can 
expect to 
stand for 
years to 
come.

Walking Bass
by Charles Pearson

   On October 5, the band traveled to Stinnett to 
attend a pre-UIL workshop. This helped the band 
prepare for the upcoming UIL competition, 
learning about ways to improve. 
   Entering Stinnett, everyone was ‘warmly’ 
greeted by none other than Fred Pancratz. 
Pancratz’s way of encouraging the band was very 
odd with encouraging words like “KEEP YOUR 
TOES IN THE AIR!”
   All jokes aside, this experience helped the band 
tremendously. 
   “It was a good experience to set some 
direction,” band director David McEntyre said. 
   The band was also able to practice moves that 
they had been having trouble with.
   “We got to work on things that needed to be 
greatly worked on,” McEntyre said. “This helped 
us find the moves we needed to do, and how to 
perform them smoothly.”
   The band will perform at the district 
competition tomorrow in Amarillo.

Marching Toward Success
by Marissa Gonzalez

A ‘Killer’ 
Performance

by Khairi Kennedy
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     This October, four Spearman students traveled to Dallas to attend the State Fair of 
Texas Livestock Show. Three of the four exhibitors placed in the top 10 of their class. 
Senior Jackson Riggins placed 7th with a Light Cross; sophomore Kamryn Teeters 
placed 4th with a York; and junior high students Brooklyn Teeters who placed 9th 
with a Chester Cash Wheeler who showed a Cross and a Spot Gilt. 
     “We are very proud of their hard work and the kids represented Spearman well,” 
ag teacher Hannah Cavazos said. 
     This fair is a great opportunity for students to show off the projects they have 
been working on all summer. 
     “It is important that kids have experiences outside of the classroom as well,” 
principal Sandi Wheeler said.

Lynx ‘Show’ Success 
at State Fair

by Meca Griffin

    In addition to their showing success, the exhibitors create memories that will last 
forever.
   “My favorite memory was filling the streets with bubbles after pouring soap in the 
fountain,” Riggins said.  
   “Cash and I both enjoyed spending time with our pigs and simply being in the 
show barn,” Brooklyn said.
     Not only does the State Fair provide students with an opportunity to see their 
friends and have hands-on experiences outside of the classroom, it is also a great 
chance to earn scholarships. 
     “I would encourage others to do it,” Kamryn said.  “Earn some scholarships, 
make some friends, and enjoy the experience.” 
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   Ah yes, VSCO, an app where girls 

everywhere can oversaturate their photos in 

hopes to get more than ten likes on their 

latest Instagram post. From scrunchies and 

hydroflasks to shell necklaces and strangely 

worded catchphrases, our generation is 

slowly being sucked into a life of fake bougie 

brands and styles. But is VSCO really all that 

great, or is it just a dream world full of 

overly-confident, quirky teens?

     On one side of the argument, people 

believe that VSCO is a group of girls 

encouraging an environment that promotes 

self-confidence and growth. In the eyes of 

these groupies, who are so luckily dubbed as 

VSCO girls, their suddenly-trendy fashion 

statements give young teens the confidence 

boost they may desperately need. I’m sorry, but 

this is less loving yourself and more flaunting the 

fact that you have money for your overly 

expensive water bottles. 

   On the flip side, which is much more sensible, 

people believe that these VSCO

idols are nothing but annoyingly quirky 12-17 

year olds with nothing better to do than 

obsessively show off their metal straws and 

scream about saving the turtles. With their shell 

necklaces and Puravida bracelets, these girls run 

about the streets screaming ridiculous phrases 

such as “and I oop-” and “sksksksksk,” 

brandishing their fresh new Kanken bags and 

Crocs. Their specialty is making it look as though 

they are naked from the waist down, and their 

free time is spent applying vinyl stickers to their 

water bottles.

   In the end, VSCO is nothing more than an overly 

glorified fashion statement that girls everywhere 

are being forced into. I mean, come on.  What is 

so great about a couple of teenage girls rubbing 

their Burt's Bees lip balm in your face in an 

attempt to convince you to join their new-found 

style, which, at this point, seems more like some 

sort of cult?  

   All in all, my advice is for impressionable teens 

to please stay away from these newly coined 

VSCO trends.  And, for the love of all that is holy, 

please stay away from the metal straw and air 

pods.  Trust me, there are more sensible things 

you can spend your money on.

by Astyn Kennedy



Meme It Up
by Isabella Torres

Mummy Cake 

Pops
by Astyn Kennedy

INGREDIENTS  
● 8 oz block cream cheese softened
● 1 package Oreo cookies
● 2 one pound blocks white almond 

bark (found in the baking aisle)
● Black sprinkles for eyes
● Sucker sticks or paper straws

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Mix one package of softened 

cream cheese with one package of 
Oreos in your food processor and 
blend until combined.

2. Form the mixture into ball.
3. Stick sucker sticks or paper straws 

in the balls.
4. Place in freezer.
5. Melt the white almond bark (white 

chocolate) in microwave till smooth 
and melty.

6. Dip pops into the chocolate and 
place them on wax paper.

7. When they have all been dipped 
take them one by one and hold 
them over the bowl of melted 
chocolate, dip a fork into the 
chocolate and then drizzle it all 
over the pop.

8. Before the chocolate drizzle has 
time to cool stick on 2 black 
sprinkle eyes.

 

   The internet is a broad term and place; it’s a place 
where you can laugh, cry, or find your worth in body 
parts. Comfort can be found through digital therapy or, 
as others would like to call it, memes. Memes are digital 
jokes that can be about any topic from,  “ight imma 
head out” to the Area 51 Raid.  These help people 
throughout the world relate to each other. After all, 
who doesn’t love a good facebook minion meme?  As 
September is behind us, we can reflect on the fallen 
soldiers of the meme hall of fame.
     September was full of surprises. Some crowd 
favorites include the Area 51 guard meme, the Area 51 
battle plan meme, VSCO girls, e-girls, and last but not 
least, Drake. The hotline bling video has been out since 
2015, but will we ever let it die? One thing we can never 
let die, however,  is vine. RIP you beautiful angel.
     Memes can be great, good, or straight annoying. 
Everyone loves a catchy song or a weird laugh or a 
‘sksk’ every once in a while. It's a good way to laugh 
through the pain of high school stress. 
   However, you don’t have a hydro flask and you aren’t 
a walking poetry book, so please calm down for Mrs. 
Whitefield’s sake. Put the fly swatter away.  
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   Spearman competed in 
the District cross-country 
meet on October 14.    
   Neither varsity team 
made regionals, but junior 
Mia Pipkin placed seventh, 
qualifying as an individual. 
   “I am excited to 
represent my school,” 

   The Spearman Lynx put a pounding to 
the Dimmitt Bobcats following a hard loss 
to West Texas and a by-week.  The Lynx 
pulled through by a score of 62-13. 
   “I think the team’s really solid this 
year,” junior Luis Avila said.
   The Lynx had a rough start in the 
Dimmitt game, but got over the hump and 
kept rolling. Spearman proceeded to stomp 
all over the Bobcats while fans celebrated, 
cheering in the wind. 
   “They were bad,” Coach Tate Batton said 
of Dimmitt.  
   All fans and coaches were proud of how 
the Lynx bounced back after two difficult 
losses.  
   “After the first half, the Lynx really 
dominated them,” sophomore Miguel 
Enriquez said.   
   Not only did the football team come away 
with a win, the 806 High School
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Extra Curriculars
Blowing Out the 

Bobcats
by Charles Pearson

Sports Connection Host, Jason Pearson, 
was in attendance. 
   “It was a pretty good experience,” 
junior Chaz Patterson said.  “He took a 
picture of me smiling and posted it.”
   After the game, the social media face of 
Texas Panhandle football interviewed 
sophomore Brenen Thompson and junior 
Jack Wilkerson, praising Thompson for 
his scoring ability and calling the latter 
“The Ultimate Tool.”
   “These are key to our team’s success,” 
junior Jack Campbell said.  “Without 
them, we wouldn’t be the same team.”

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
Er

n
ie

 B
ow

en

Seeing Spots
by Charles Pearson

 junior Mia Pipkin said. 
   The girls found some success. They 
had three runners place in the top 20: 
Pipkin, junior Maggie Davis, and senior 
Shaylyn Whiteley. The boys had some 
talent showing through as well. 
   “I think overall Spearman competed 
very well,” Coach Starla Whiteley said. 
“We had several bright spots.”
   Pipkincompetes in the Regional meet 
on October 28. We wish her the best of 
luck.
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Aries- Stalker Clown

Taurus- Dwarf Witch

Gemini- Street Mugger 

Cancer- Disney Villain

Leo- Friendly Ghost

Virgo- Krampus Elf

Libra- Child Zombie

Scorpio- “Patchy” Pirate

Sagittarius- Red M&M

Capricorn- Paint Horse

Aquarius- Emo Dinosaur

Pisces- unicorn frappe

ZOdiac Signs As Halloween Costumes

October 
Birthdays

Advertisements
Zak’s Cheese Order 

Due TODAY!  
Contact a 

Sophomore or 
Sponsor for 

Ordering Info. or 
Questions!

“Do not have 
your phone 
out until you 
leave school 
premises.”

1: Julie Andrews
2: Mahatma Gandhi
3: Noah Schnapp
4: Melissa Benoist
5: Jacob Tremblay
6: Jazz Jennings
7: Simon Cowell 
8: Bella Thorne
9: John Lennon
10: Jodi Benson
11: Hayden Byerly
12: Hugh Jackman
13: Caleb McLaughlin
14: Rowan Blanchard
15: Vincent Martella 
16: John Mayer
17: Alan Jackson
18: Zac Efron
19: Dan Gutman
20: Snoop Dogg
21: Carrie Fisher
22: Elias Harger
23: Ryan Reynolds
24: Drake
25: Katy Perry
26: Hillary Clinton
27: Teddy Roosevelt
28: Brad Paisley
29: Bob Ross
30: Janel Parrish
31: Vanessa Marano 




