
ACT Aspire
3-5 ELA

Facilitator Requests 

Be present in the learning environment.

Give equal attention to speaking and listening.

Be respectful of time.  

Intended Outcomes 

Examine the data 

Explore available resources

Engage in activities and instructional strategies that can be used in our 
classrooms

Create an action plan 



2016 
Reading

3rd 4th 5th 

Craft and 
Structure

36.16 39.72 42.03

Integration of 
Knowledge 
and Ideas 

18 42.88 43.49

Key Ideas 36.25 39.00 35.59

2017 
Reading

3rd 4th 5th 

Craft and 
Structure

33.11 42.39 31.96

Integration of 
Knowledge 
and Ideas

31.50 33.72 37.89

Key Ideas 38.64 38.99 37.74

2016 and 2017 Reading Data

Literary and Informational Text Analysis

What is Close Reading?



Knowledge and Skills Map 

ACT aspire Livebinder: Knowledge and Skill Map 
● Login:  actlabs
● Password: actlabs

Characteristics of a Close 
Reading Lesson

• Multi-day commitment 
• Short, high-quality texts 
• Meaning-making
• Text-dependent questions
• Evidence-based writing task

10

Fisher on Close Reading

“We are going to read short passages... It 
could be a close reading inside of a text.  Pick 
the part of the text that is really worthy of 
this level of scrutiny and discussion.”  

-- Doug Fisher

http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid2109637168001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAAPmb
RRLk~,C5G7jhYNtifLHMZ3Mk1et94EXmm8Be9z&bctid=2469716106001
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When thinking about the standards 
and purposes for each close reading...

Recommendations from the Experts

12

Anchor Standards Shanahan 
Purpose for Reading

Fountas and Pinnell
Purpose for 
Reading

Boyles 
Purpose for Reading

CCR1-3 Key Ideas and 
Details

What the text says Within the Text What is the author 
saying?

CCR 4-6 Craft and 
Structure

How the text works About the Text How is the author saying 
it?

CCR 7 and 9 Integration of Knowledge 
and Ideas

Beyond the Text Why is the author saying 
it?

http://skillsmap.actlabs.org/
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid2109637168001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAAPmbRRLk~,C5G7jhYNtifLHMZ3Mk1et94EXmm8Be9z&bctid=2469716106001
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid2109637168001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAAPmbRRLk~,C5G7jhYNtifLHMZ3Mk1et94EXmm8Be9z&bctid=2469716106001


Text Selection

• Age appropriateness
• Complexity of Ideas
• Structure and coherence of text
• Syntactic structure of text
• Vocabulary difficulty
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Priming the Text

1. Reread multiple times for various purposes.
2. Annotate to gain understanding. 
3. Extract evidence from the text.
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Text-dependent Questions

•   CCR 1-3 – What does this text say?
                        What is the author saying?

•   CCR 4-6 – How does this text work?

•   CCR 7 & 9- Why is the author saying it? What 
does it mean? How does it connect to other 
texts?  What will you do with the information?

15

Third Grade Fourth Grade Fifth Grade
Reporting Categories Ready

Key Ideas and Details:

Students read informational 
and literary texts to determine 
central ideas and themes and 
accurately summarize 
information. They read closely 
to understand relationships 
and to draw logical inferences 
and conclusions. 

A student performing at the Ready 
level reads to understand a clear
purpose and organizational structure, 
some longer and more complex 
sentences, and clearly stated ideas 
and concepts in literary and 
informational texts.  
  
To demonstrate comprehension of 
texts with these elements, a student 
performing at this level:
• identifies central ideas.
• summarizes texts.
• connects ideas, events, and
  characters to make logical 
  inferences.
• uses key details to draw
  conclusions about character traits
  and actions. 

A student performing at the Ready level  
reads to understand a clear
purpose and organizational structure, a 
variety of sentence structures, and more 
complex ideas and concepts in literary 
and informational texts. 

To demonstrate comprehension of texts 
with these elements, a student 
performing at this level: 
• identifies and connects central
  ideas developed across a text.
• summarizes texts.
• connects ideas, events, and
  characters to make logical
  Inferences.
• uses key details to draw
  conclusions about character traits
  and actions.

A student performing at the Ready level 
reads to understand a clear purpose 
and organizational structure, a variety of 
sentence structures, some uncommon 
words and phrases, more
complex ideas and concepts, and 
similes and metaphors in literary and 
informational texts. 

To demonstrate comprehension of texts 
with these elements, a student 
performing at this level:
• identifies and connects central
  ideas developed across a text.
• summarizes texts.
• connects ideas, events, and
  characters to make logical 
  inferences. 
• uses key details to draw
  conclusions about character traits
  and actions.

Standards connected to PLDs - Key Ideas and Details



Initial Close Reading

First reading: Focusing on Standards 1-3 
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Initial Close Reading
Things to consider during the first read:
• What type of text is this?

• What does this text say?

• What is this text about?

• What is the big picture of this text?

• Who is telling the story?

• Illustrations/Graphics

• Important word(s)

• Main Ideas 18

Chunking The Text
• Option 1: The teacher reads the entire text aloud 

first, just to provide a sense of the story or 
information or the sound of the language.

• Option 2: Ask students to read the whole text first 
themselves before embarking on the close reading 
of it.

• Option 3: Read the text chunk by chunk right away 
with no initial exposure. 

19

1st Close Reading

                       “ Ruby Bridges’ Brave Step”

20



After Reading Tasks

• Important Words to talk about

• Theme/Lesson/Message

• Summary or Gist

• Structure and/or genre
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Standards connected to PLDs - Craft and Structure 
Third Grade Fourth Grade Fifth Grade

Reporting Categories Ready

Craft and Structure:

Students analyze the 
structure and purpose of 
informational and literary 
texts. They interpret authorial 
decisions rhetorically and 
differentiate between various 
perspectives and sources of 
information.

A student performing at the ready level 
reads to understand a clear
purpose and organizational structure, 
some longer and more complex 
sentences, clearly stated ideas and
concepts in literary and informational 
texts. 

To demonstrate comprehension of 
texts with these elements, a student 
performing at this level: 
• makes connections between
  the structure and content in a
  text. 
• identifies how structure and
  content contribute to author’s
  purpose.
• identifies multiple perspectives
  in a text. 
• identifies how parts of a text
  contribute to characterization. 
• identifies word and phrase
  meanings from context.

A student performing at the ready level 
reads to understand a clear purpose 
and organizational structure, a variety 
of sentence structures, and more 
complex ideas and concepts in literary
and informational texts. 

To demonstrate comprehension of 
texts with these elements, a student 
performing at this level: 
• makes connections between
  the structure and content in a
  text, and identifies how these
  connections contribute to
  author’s purpose. 
• identifies how parts of a text
  contribute to characterization
  and theme. 
• identifies word and phrase
  meanings from context,
  including phrases containing 
  figurative language. 
• identifies multiple perspectives
  in a text.

A student performing at the ready level 
reads to understand a clear purpose 
and organizational structure, a variety 
of sentence structures, some 
uncommon words and phrases, more
complex ideas and concepts,and 
similes and metaphors in literary and 
informational texts. 

To demonstrate comprehension of 
texts with these elements, a student 
performing at this level: 
• makes connections between
  the structure and content of
  texts, and determines how
  these connections contribute to
  author’s purpose. 
• determines how parts of a text
  contribute to characterization
  and theme. 
• identifies word and phrase
  meanings from context,
  including phrases containing
  figurative language.
• identifies multiple perspectives
  in a text.

Standards connected to PLDs - Craft and Structure 
Third Grade Fourth Grade Fifth Grade

Reporting Categories Ready

Craft and Structure:

Students analyze the 
structure and purpose of 
informational and literary 
texts. They interpret authorial 
decisions rhetorically and 
differentiate between various 
perspectives and sources of 
information.

A student performing at the ready level 
reads to understand a clear
purpose and organizational structure, 
some longer and more complex 
sentences, clearly stated ideas and
concepts in literary and informational 
texts. 

To demonstrate comprehension of 
texts with these elements, a student 
performing at this level: 
• makes connections between
  the structure and content in a
  text. 
• identifies how structure and
  content contribute to author’s
  purpose.
• identifies multiple perspectives
  in a text. 
• identifies how parts of a text
  contribute to characterization. 
• identifies word and phrase
  meanings from context.

A student performing at the ready level 
reads to understand a clear purpose 
and organizational structure, a variety 
of sentence structures, and more 
complex ideas and concepts in literary
and informational texts. 

To demonstrate comprehension of 
texts with these elements, a student 
performing at this level: 
• makes connections between
  the structure and content in a
  text, and identifies how these
  connections contribute to
  author’s purpose. 
• identifies how parts of a text
  contribute to characterization
  and theme. 
• identifies word and phrase
  meanings from context,
  including phrases containing 
  figurative language. 
• identifies multiple perspectives
  in a text.

A student performing at the ready level 
reads to understand a clear purpose 
and organizational structure, a variety 
of sentence structures, some 
uncommon words and phrases, more
complex ideas and concepts,and 
similes and metaphors in literary and 
informational texts. 

To demonstrate comprehension of 
texts with these elements, a student 
performing at this level: 
• makes connections between
  the structure and content of
  texts, and determines how
  these connections contribute to
  author’s purpose. 
• determines how parts of a text
  contribute to characterization
  and theme. 
• identifies word and phrase
  meanings from context,
  including phrases containing
  figurative language.
• identifies multiple perspectives
  in a text.

Craft and Structure 3rd grade Exemplar 



Craft and Structure 4th grade Exemplar Craft and Structure 5th grade Exemplar

Text-dependent Questions

•   CCR 1-3 – What does this text say?
                        What is the author saying?

•   CCR 4-6 – How does this text work?

•   CCR 7 & 9- Why is the author saying it? What 
does it mean? How does it connect to other 
texts?  What will you do with the information?

27

Preparing for the Second Reading

What are the expectations of craft and 
structure for reading literature in the 
Arkansas English Language Arts 
Standards (focus on Standards 4-6)?  

28



Focus on Craft and Structure of “Ruby Bridges’ 
Brave Step”

• Diction (word choice)
• Figurative Language
• Literary devices
• Idea development
• Syntax
• Text Structure
• Tone
• Style

29

Developing Text-Dependent Questions 
Focusing on Standards 4-6 and Modeling of 
2nd Close Reading

30

Standards connected to PLDs - Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
Third Grade Fourth Grade Fifth Grade

Reporting Categories Ready

Students read a range of 
informational and literary 
texts critically and 
comparatively, making 
connections to prior 
knowledge and integrating 
information across texts. They 
analyze how authors 
construct arguments, 
evaluating reasoning and 
evidence from various 
sources.

A student performing at the ready level 
reads to understand a clear purpose 
and organizational structure, some 
longer and more complex sentences,
clearly stated ideas and concepts in 
literary and informational texts. 

To demonstrate comprehension of 
texts with these elements, a student 
performing at this level: 
• identifies an author’s explicit or
  implied claims. 
• cites textual evidence to
  support claims. 
• distinguishes between fact and
  opinion. 
• compares or contrasts two
  texts. 
• identifies similarities and
  differences between topics or
  characters.

A student performing at the ready level 
reads to understand a clear purpose 
and organizational structure, a variety 
of sentence structures, and more 
complex ideas and concepts in literary 
and informational texts. 

To demonstrate comprehension of 
texts with these elements, a student 
performing at this level: 
• identifies an author’s explicit or
  implied claims. 
• cites textual evidence to
  support claims. 
• distinguishes between fact and
  opinion. 
• identifies how fact and opinion
  function in the text. 
• compares and contrasts two
  texts. 
• identifies or infers similarities
  and differences between topics
  or characters. 
• cites textual evidence to
  support inferences.

A student performing at the ready level 
reads to understand a clear purpose 
and organizational structure, a variety 
of sentence structures, some 
uncommon words and phrases, more 
complex ideas and concepts, and 
similes and metaphors in literary and 
informational texts. 

To demonstrate comprehension of 
texts with these elements, a student 
performing at this level: 
• identifies an author’s explicit or
  implied claims. 
• analyzes how authors use textual
  evidence to construct their claims.
• distinguishes between fact and
  opinion.
• identifies how the fact and opinion
  functions in the text. 
• compares and contrasts two texts. 
• identifies or infers similarities and
  differences between topics or
  characters in the texts.
• cites textual evidence to support
  inferences.

Standards connected to PLDs - Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
Third Grade Fourth Grade Fifth Grade

Reporting Categories Ready

Students read a range of 
informational and literary 
texts critically and 
comparatively, making 
connections to prior 
knowledge and integrating 
information across texts. They 
analyze how authors 
construct arguments, 
evaluating reasoning and 
evidence from various 
sources.

A student performing at the ready level 
reads to understand a clear purpose 
and organizational structure, some 
longer and more complex sentences,
clearly stated ideas and concepts in 
literary and informational texts. 

To demonstrate comprehension of 
texts with these elements, a student 
performing at this level: 
• identifies an author’s explicit or
  implied claims. 
• cites textual evidence to
  support claims. 
• distinguishes between fact and
  opinion. 
• compares or contrasts two
  texts. 
• identifies similarities and
  differences between topics or
  characters.

A student performing at the ready level 
reads to understand a clear purpose 
and organizational structure, a variety 
of sentence structures, and more 
complex ideas and concepts in literary 
and informational texts. 

To demonstrate comprehension of 
texts with these elements, a student 
performing at this level: 
• identifies an author’s explicit or
  implied claims. 
• cites textual evidence to
  support claims. 
• distinguishes between fact and
  opinion. 
• identifies how fact and opinion
  function in the text. 
• compares and contrasts two
  texts. 
• identifies or infers similarities
  and differences between topics
  or characters. 
• cites textual evidence to
  support inferences.

A student performing at the ready level 
reads to understand a clear purpose 
and organizational structure, a variety 
of sentence structures, some 
uncommon words and phrases, more 
complex ideas and concepts, and 
similes and metaphors in literary and 
informational texts. 

To demonstrate comprehension of 
texts with these elements, a student 
performing at this level: 
• identifies an author’s explicit or
  implied claims. 
• analyzes how authors use textual
  evidence to construct their claims.
• distinguishes between fact and
  opinion.
• identifies how the fact and opinion
  functions in the text. 
• compares and contrasts two texts. 
• identifies or infers similarities and
  differences between topics or
  characters in the texts.
• cites textual evidence to support
  inferences.



Integration of Knowledge & Ideas 3rd grade 
Exemplar 

Integration of Knowledge & Ideas 4th grade 
Exemplar 

Integration of Knowledge & Ideas 5th grade 
Exemplar Text-dependent Questions

•   CCR 1-3 – What does this text say?
                        What is the author saying?

•   CCR 4-6 – How does this text work?

•   CCR 7 & 9- Why is the author saying it? What 
does it mean? How does it connect to other 
texts?  What will you do with the information?
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Making Connections Between and 
Among Texts

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
Standards 7-9:

• Ruby Bridges’ Brave Step
• Civil Rights on a City Bus

ityC
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Application

Question 1

Question 2

Independent Practice

                 Putting It All Together

*Question type sort.

*Assess sample responses using the scoring guide procedure

*Create a question for each type discussed

Key Ideas and Details

Craft and Structure

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

 

 

Action Plan for Change

What will I continue to 
doing?

What I learned;
Key Knowledge

Plans for Change in 
classroom; 

How will I know?

Change in Student 
Learning; 

How will I know?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r2gPM0bvQi_QYeryp41SFwDl5Lf5mpueY6tIjHn40Ho/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MuXnOdmqKvxVdCBKc23CxreiuTm7KZtgnP4nYDpnarg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ym_qEjMyd4SEGtNQSvqs-v2jLpQO7BaAThcKwtCPLLU/edit?usp=sharing



