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A 73-year-old Asheboro 
woman is trying to care for her 
husband, who is 84. She has 
a bad heart that causes fluid 
and has been in a wheelchair 
for 3 years and can only get 
up briefly with help. She has a 
broken foot that didn't heal two 
years ago and a 2-inch hole all 
the way through on one foot.

She needs a roof over her 
porch.

If you would like to provide 
assistance in this case, please 
refer to Case No. 342.

N e i g h b o r s  H e l p i n g 

Neighbors have a Brighter 
Christmas is directed by a 
committee of human service 
professionals. These volunteers 
represent many organizations 
— including The Courier-
Tribune, Randolph County 
Senior Adults Association, 
Randolph County Habitat 
for Humanity, Hospice of 
Randolph County, Randolph 
County Veterans Council and 
Christians United Outreach 
Center — as well as at-large 
community members.

The purpose of the program 

is to make the community 
aware of special needs that are 
usually not addressed by exist-
ing human service agencies. If a 
request is received for services 
currently being offered by an 
existing agency, the request 
will be referred to the appro-
priate agency. For instance, 
a request for food or clothing 
would be referred to CUOC or a 
Christmas for children request 
will go to Operation Red Sleigh 
or Salvation Army.

Donors who wish to help 
applicants may donate money 

and/or specific goods and ser-
vices. Often applicants may 
need delivery services, home 
repair or materials for such 

repairs. Anyone interested in 
donating goods or services can 
call CUOC at 336-625-1500 
and ask for Debbie. It is OK to 
leave a message with the recep-
tionist, but please DO NOT 
leave a message on voicemail. A 
committee member volunteer 
will return your call as soon as 
possible. Checks should be 
made to CUOC / Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors. Donors 
wishing to remain anony-
mous or to donate to a specific 
request just need to memo this 
on the check.
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TODAY
Mostly cloudy

59/52

SATURDAY
Partly cloudy

54/46

SUNDAY
Showers

65/52
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FAITH EMERGES
Sudan’s Christians 
enjoy holiday amid hope 
for new freedoms

F O O T B A L L  |  B 1

OUTSIDE THE LINES
UNC enjoys social life 
during bowl week

By Larry Penkava
The Courier-Tribune

ASHEBORO — Kind, gentle, 
talented, consummate profes-
sional. Those are words used to 
describe the late Zoe Faircloth.

She died on Christmas Eve at 
Randolph Hospice House after a 
long battle with cancer. She was 
69 years old.

Larry Reid, morning host 
of WKXR radio, said he had 
known and been friends with 
Faircloth for “a long time. I 

can’t remember when we met, 
it’s been so 
long. But it 
was probably 
through the 
radio.”

That friend-
ship only grew 
stronger when 
Faircloth asked 

Reid to emcee the Senior Ms. 
Randolph County Pageant back 
in 2007. They worked together 
on the event through the ensu-
ing years, doing the 13th pageant 

in 2019.
“We became fast friends 

when she started the Senior Ms. 
Randolph County Pageant,” 
Reid said. “She was a con-
summate professional” and 
her work was “topnotch. That 
became normal for us and we 
didn’t realize what we had.”

Not until, Reid said, represen-
tatives from the state pageant 
said Randolph’s was “so much 
better and more organized. It 
was all because of her.

“She did the scripts and set up 

everything. She was an excellent 
organizer and very talented,” 
Reid said. “But she was humble 
and didn’t want credit. She 
rarely came out in front” for 
recognition.

Her gift for organizing pag-
eants may have derived from her 
winning the Queen of Randolph 
crown and subsequent appear-
ance in the Miss North Carolina 
Pageant.

Faircloth also taught music 
and voice from her home on 
Park Street. Susie Scott posted 

this on Facebook: “Incredibly 
sad that you are no longer with 
us. You taught me to love music 
and have confidence in myself.”

Shannon Caviness Freeman 
left this on Faircloth’s Facebook 
timeline: “Zoe, you were always 
very special to me! Thank you 
for all you did to bless us with 
your talent and love and knowl-
edge of music! I can clearly 
imagine you bowed before 
the King of Kings and singing 

Faircloth remembered as a kind professional

Faircloth

By Larry Penkava
The Courier-Tribune

T R I N I T Y  —  U w h a r r i e 
Ridge Six-Twelve students 
are figuring out how to raise 
chickens on Mars. Sixth 
graders have been develop-
ing model chicken coops that 
could provide meat and eggs 
for future explorers to the Red 
Planet.

Sarah Moore is the lead 
teacher of the project called 
“Chicken Nuggets on Mars.” 

Moore and fellow teacher 
Keleigh Maracin have been 
working with their students 
during the fall semester and 
their models will be show-
cased in April at NC State 
University to display what 
the youth learned.

Moore said the project is the 
brainchild of Matt Koci, NC 
State poultry professor, as a 
way to get children interested 
in raising chickens. He wrote 
a two-year grant to fund the 
project and Moore was one of 
four North Carolina teach-
ers chosen to take it into the 

classroom.
“The hook is to grow chick-

ens on Mars,” Moore said. She 
said Elon Musk of SpaceEx 
wants to put people on Mars 
but “the only research (for 
raising food) now is plants. 
This is a start to getting kids 
to think about poultry on 
Mars.”

Moore, along with a teacher 
from Surry County and two 
more from Duplin County, 
went to Washington, D.C., 
during the summer for a 
crash course in everything 
from poultry to space. They 
met with NASA researchers 
to work on lesson plans for 
the project.

Moore brought the plans to 
Uwharrie Ridge sixth graders 
at the beginning of school this 
year, starting with growing 
grains to feed the chickens. 
She said Southern States 
donated seeds, which the 
students planted in a garden. 
Cooperative Extension agents 
assisted by advising which 

Local students learning how to raise chickens on Mars

Uwharrie Ridge sixth graders who worked on a project called “Chicken Nuggets on Mars” pose for a 
picture. Their teachers are Keleigh Maracin, standing left, and Sarah Moore, standing right. [CONTRIBUTED 

PHOTO]

Single woman needs wood to heat home

See FAIRCLOTH,  A2

See MARS,  A4
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OBITUARIES

Obit notice

In addition to our regular 
death notice, The Courier-
Tribune offers a paid 
obituary for customers 
who want to include more 
information. Contact your 
funeral home for more 
details.

Wanda Hicks 

ASHEBORO — Wanda 
Hicks, 85, of Asheboro 
died Tuesday, Dec. 
24, 2019, at Universal 
Healthcare, Ramseur.

Ridge Funeral Home 
& Cremation Service, 
Asheboro, is in charge 
of arrangements.

Tim Childs

ASHEBORO — 
Timothy “Tim” Roy 
Childs, 76, of Asheboro 
died on Monday, Dec. 
23, 2019, at his home.

Mr. Childs was born 
in Commerce, Ga., on 
Nov. 22, 1943, to Roy 
and Annas Wofford 
Childs. Tim was a 
graduate of Commerce 
High School and the 
University of Georgia. 
He retired as an execu-
tive after many years in 
the textile industry. Tim 
was a member of First 
Baptist Church where 
he served as a deacon.

In addition to his 
parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by sister, 
Paulette Childs Carson.

Tim loved to gar-
den, grow flowers and 
build model ships.

He is survived by wife, 
Barbara Wilson Childs; 

son, Timothy Roy Childs 
Jr. (Jennifer) of Sanford; 
daughter, Wendi 
Childs Wellington 
(Brad) of Asheboro; 
and grandchildren, 
Savannah and Wyatt 
Wellington and Madison 
and Wilson Childs.

The family would 
like to express a special 
thank you to Tim’s care-
givers, Steven Campion 
and Connie Stultz.

A memorial ser-
vice will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 28, at 
1 p.m. at First Baptist 
Church, 133 N. Church 
St., Asheboro, with Dr. 
Scotty Carpenter and 
the Rev. Alton Wilson 
officiating. The fam-
ily will receive friends 
following the service in 
the church sanctuary.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be made 
to the First Baptist 
Church Building Fund, 
133 N. Church St., 
Asheboro, NC 27203; or 
Hospice of Randolph, 
P.O. Box 9, Asheboro, 
NC 27204-0009.

Pugh Funeral Home 
in Asheboro is serv-
ing the Childs family.

Share remembrances 
and condolences 
at www.pughfu-
neralhome.com.

Leonard Ross Moore

ROBBINS — Leonard 
Ross Moore, 82, died 
Wednesday, Dec. 25, 
2019, at FirstHealth 
Moore Regional 
Hospital, Pinehurst.

Kennedy Funeral 
Home is in charge 

of arrangements.

Ollie Jane Daye

SEAGROVE — Ollie 
Jane Daye passed from 

this 
earthly life 
on Friday, 
Dec. 20, 
2019.

Funeral 
service 
will be 
held at 2 

p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
28, at the Church of 
God of Prophecy, 902 
W. Swannanoa Ave., 
Liberty, N.C. Burial will 
follow in the Oakland-
McCrary Cemetery, 
Ramseur, N.C.

Ollie was preceded in 
death by husband of 59 
years, John Wayne Day.

Ollie is survived by 
sons, Douglas E. Cheek 
of Syracuse, N.Y., 
George Day of Seagrove, 
Tony Day and wife 
Sarah Charlene Day 
of Ramseur, N.C., and 
Willie Daye of the home; 
daughters, Pamela 
Terry of Thomasville, 
N.C., and Tara Davis 
of High Point, N.C.; 
son-in-law, Carson 
Terry; brothers, Rayford 
Cheek of Greensboro 
and Shelly Monroe 
Cheek of Siler City, 
N.C.; sisters, Esther 
Sharpe and husband 
Furman of Greenville, 
S.C., and Ruby Cheek 
of Asheboro, N.C.; 15 
grandchildren; and 10 
great-grandchildren.

The family will receive 
friends at the church 
on Saturday, Dec. 28, 

from 1:30-2 p.m.
Kimes Funeral Service, 

Liberty, is in charge 
of arrangements.

Tillman Shaw

ASHEBORO — 
William 
Tillman 
Shaw, 
84, of 
Asheboro 
died 
Tuesday, 
Dec. 24, 
2019, 

at Woodland Hill 
Center in Asheboro.

Funeral services will 
be conducted at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 29, at 
Ridge Funeral Home 
chapel, with Chaplain 
Dwight Ayres officiat-
ing. Burial will follow 
at New Hope United 
Methodist Church 
cemetery with military 
honors provided by 
the Randolph County 
Honor Guard.

Tillman was born on 
Feb. 5, 1935, in Randolph 
County to the late Joseph 
Wilson Shaw and Bertha 
Nellie Harman Shaw.

He owned and oper-
ated Shaw Sanitation for 
50 years. Mr. Shaw was 
a veteran of the U.S. Air 
Force and had served 
in the Korean War.

In addition to his 
parents, Mr. Shaw was 
preceded in death by 
wife, Marie Poindexter 
Shaw; and brothers, 
Joseph Ray Shaw and 
Robert Lee Shaw.

He is survived by 
daughters, Karen A. Cox 
of Cedar Falls and Susie 

S. Clark and husband 
James of Cedar Falls; 
sons, William Mark 
Shaw and wife Melissa 
and Shawn Lee Shaw and 
wife Amy of Cedar Falls; 
11 grandchildren; and 17 
great-grandchildren.

The family will receive 
friends at Ridge Funeral 
Home from 6-8 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 28.

Condolences may be 
made at www.ridge-
funeralhome.com.

Zoe Faircloth

ASHEBORO — Zoe 
Bunn Faircloth, 69, of 

Asheboro 
died 
Tuesday, 
Dec. 24, 
2019, at 
Randolph 
Hospice 
House in 
Asheboro.

Funeral services 
will be conducted at 
11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
28, at Balfour Baptist 
Church, Asheboro, with 
the Rev. Gary Mason 
officiating. Burial will 
follow at Randolph 
Memorial Park.

A native of Randolph 
County, N.C., Ms. 
Faircloth was born Aug. 
30, 1950, the daugh-
ter of the late Arthur 
Wilbert Faircloth 
and Vera Callie 
Harkey Faircloth.

Zoe’s passion was 
music and animals. She 
taught voice and piano 
for many years, was one 
of the founders for the 
Randolph Community 
Choir and organized 

annual Easter and 
Christmas plays. Zoe 
served as Miss Randolph 
County and had a mas-
ter’s degree in Religion.

She was also a sup-
porter of veterans, 
especially the Marines. 
She served on the 
Veterans Council 
and was an associ-
ate member of the 
Marine Corp League. 
Zoe was a huge sup-
porter of the Asheboro 
community, sang 
and coordinated the 
national anthem perfor-
mances at the Asheboro 
Copperhead baseball 
games and was owner 
of the Our Hometown 
local newspaper.

She is survived by 
brother, Kim Faircloth; 
and nieces and neph-
ews, Josh Faircloth 
and wife Nicole, 
Kristen Faircloth and 
KimberMarie Faircloth.

The family will receive 
friends at Ridge Funeral 
Home from 6-8 p.m. 
on Friday, Dec. 27.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be 
made to Hospice of 
Randolph, P.O. Box 9, 
Asheboro, NC 27204.

Condolences may be 
made at www.ridge-
funeralhome.com.

Robert Ira Murray

ASHEBORO — Robert 
Ira Murray, 55, died 
Wednesday, Dec. 
25, 2019, at Moses 
Cone Hospital.

Midstate Cremation 
& Funeral Service is in 
charge of arrangements.

Shaw

Faircloth

Daye

plants grew the best.
From there the stu-

dents began learning 
about the challenges 
o f  l i v i n g  o n  M a r s . 
Cooperative Extension 
provided them with an 
incubator to hatch fertile 
chicken eggs.

“They raised 15 chicks 
and learned what it takes 
to be a mother hen,” 
Moore said. “Then they 
created 3-D chicken 
coops for Mars.” 

On Dec. 17, the stu-
d e n t s  s h o w e d  t h e i r 
model coops to NC State 
professors, Cooperative 
Extension agents, the 
Randolph County Farm 
Bureau and local poultry 
farmers.

“Now we’ll use 3-D 
printers to make the 
coops,” prior to taking 
them to Raleigh in April, 
M o o r e  s a i d .  “ W e ’ l l 
show what the kids 
have learned — how to 
apply earth techniques 
to Mars.”

Brian Carpenter, a 
sixth grader, showed 

his chicken coop design, 
which has boxes for 
c h i c k e n s ,  a r e a s  f o r 
water and food, and 
even a scratching pad 
for the birds to sharpen 
their claws. He said the 
plan is to grow crops 
such as wheat, corn and 
beets underneath the 
coop, with a mesh floor 
that will allow chicken 
manure to drop down 
and fertilize the crops.

M o o r e  s a i d  t h a t 
plants are being grown 
on the International 
Space Station. Seeds 
are being provided by 
the Fairchild Botanical 
Garden in Florida, which 
is working with NASA 
to develop plants for 
space. A plant scien-
tist at Fairchild skyped 
with the Uwharrie Ridge 
students.

While some of her 
students have chickens 
at home, others have 
been introduced to the 
world of poultry, Moore 
said. “They know a chick 
starts as an egg, but 
when they see it, it’s a 
different thing. They 
can see the egg move and 
say, ‘They’re alive!’

“They actually raise 
grain and chickens,” she 

said. “Then they figure 
out how to raise and pro-
cess them on Mars. They 
have a greater apprecia-
tion of raising chicks.”

A new group of stu-
dents will be brought in 
for the spring semes-
ter, hatching chicks and 
studying breeds, some 
for meat and some for 
eggs.

The entire project 
covers a wide curricu-
lum, with agriculture at 
the core but using vari-
ous topics such as heat 
transfer, space, math, 
growing plants, mea-
suring, collecting data, 
creating a presentation, 
and forming and sharing 
thoughts.

“They incorporate 
everything into their 
own projects,” Moore 
said.

“It started small,” 
she said of “Chicken 
Nuggets on Mars,” “then 
it began snowballing and 
kept growing. People 
from the community 
came to talk and to see 
if the kids’ ideas had 
merit.”

And who knows if one 
of them will actually go 
to Mars one day and raise 
chickens?

MARS
From Page A1

By Joseph Krauss
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu on Thursday 
faced the first serious 
internal challenge to his 
decade-long rule as his 
party held a primary vote 
following his failure to 
form a government and 
his indictment on cor-
ruption charges.

V e t e r a n  L i k u d 
party member Gideon 
Saar hoped to unseat 
N e t a n y a h u ,  t e l l i n g 
voters he would be better 
placed to form a gov-
ernment after national 
elections in March.

Despite the indict-
m e n t ,  N e t a n y a h u 
remains popular among 
Likud members, and 

the fiercely loyal party 
— which has only had 
four leaders since its 
inception in the 1970s 
— stood firmly behind 
the long-serving leader. 
He was expected to 
defeat Saar, and a win 
could strengthen his 
hand going into the next 
national vote.

“For years,  I  have 
been working for you 
f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  o u r 
beloved country. Now I 
am asking for your sup-
port," Netanyahu wrote 
on Facebook. ”A big 
victory for me in the pri-
maries will ensure a huge 
victory in the Knesset 
elections."

Saar, who has garnered 
support from a handful 
of Likud backbench-
ers, had surged in the 

lead-up to the vote, and 
he could benefit from 
stormy weather that 
appeared to be keeping 
turnout low. If he wins, 
he would become Likud’s 
candidate for prime min-
ister in March.

“We can win today, to 
set forth on a new path 
that will allow us to form 
a strong and stable gov-
ernment, that will allow 
us to unite the people of 
Israel, which is probably 
the most important thing 
right now,” Saar told 
reporters.

Israel’s embattled Netanyahu 
tries to fend off  party rival
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