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Annual School Meeting Guidelines

In order to maintain school operations, and in accordance with the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC), New Hampshire Department of Health & Human Services (NH DHHS), and Governor
Sununu’s Executive Order, all patrons who enter SAU #7 facilities to conduct any business are
hereby notified of the following requirements:

Face coverings, deemed acceptable by the CDC, and which cover the nose and mouth
completely, must be in place at all times
Social distancing of six (6) feet or greater should be maintained at all times by
individuals not within the same household
Hands should be sanitized at time of facility entrance and exit
Anyone currently issued a quarantine order, or who has been exposed to an
individual with COVID-19 within the previous 14 days, is not permitted to enter
the facility
Individuals diagnosed with COVID-19 within the last 10 days, or who are currently
experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, are not permitted to enter the facility.
0 Such symptoms may include:

= New cough and/or shortness of breath

= Fever of 100.4 or greater or Chills/Feeling Feverish

= Nausea/Vomiting/Diarrhea

= Congestion or runny nose

= Headache/Muscle/Body aches

= Sore Throat

= Loss of taste or smell

Thank you in advance for your cooperation,

Dr. Debra Taylor
Superintendent, SAU #7
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Connecticut River
Collaborative

Pz‘a..r.'mrt’ Domarittes

Benefits of Merging Our Schools

Educating and preparing students for direction and success in college or a career is our highest priority. Of equal
importance is being fiscally responsibility and good managers of our resources in the process. In today's rapidly
changing world, it takes high quality teachers, cutting edge technology, and a few non-traditional pathways such

Expand offerings for students

Bringing all students together one high school will
allow us to offer additional programs like AP
courses, world languages, STEAM (science,

technology, engineering, art and math) courses,

athletic teams, clubs, and more.

Financial responsibility and property

tax management

By reducing or eliminating duplication (school
administrators, teachers, building maintenance,
etc.); and by consolidating the purchase of school
supplies and equipment, we can be more fiscally
responsible and better manage the impact of
school funding on property taxes.

More options for students

Merging populations increases the potential for
stronger, healthier extra curricular activities such
as key club, drama, band, chorus, robotics, club

sports, and more.

as early college and work-based learning to give students the competitive advantage they'll need to launch

successfully into life after high school.

Unfortunately, as our young people move away and enrollments at our schools continue to decline, we find

ourselves working harder and spending more money just to maintain our current level of services. We need to
attract new families - and new jobs - to our beautiful region, and we need to address the future of education and

what it means to those of us who call Northern Vermont and New Hampshire our home.

After two years of study and exploration, we believe that building an
outstanding Prel{-12 school system that includes career and technical
options will be one of the main foundations for attracting families
with children; retaining our young people; and revitalizing our

business community.

By combining our strengths - and they are many - we can build a school district that prepares our children for the
future, brings new families to our region, and creates a business and professional environment that gives our
young people incentive to remain - or return - home, to take their place as the next generation of north country

tradesmen, business people, and professionals.

A greater head start for college credits
and career & technical training

Earning college credits while still in high school
encourages students to consider post secondary
education while reducing the cost of a college
education. At the same time, studies have shown
that combining high schools and CTE centers on
the same campus create huge ‘crossover’
opportunities for students to prepare for college
while also exploring careers in the trades - and
often combining both.

Alignment of curriculum

In the elementary and middle schools, aligning
the curriculum across grades prepares all
students to arrive at high school with the same
background in curriculum, instruction, and
assessment, leveling the playing field for
everyone.

Scheduling concerns

A single high school location reduces the
limitations imposed on students who currently
have to travel between schools to take courses of
interest or importance to them.

Benefits for all

All towns continue to have a school; no
segregation of academic and career & technical
education center students; pre-kindergarten
provided to all students — a big help for working
families. We will also have a larger and
healthier sense of community.

Less competition for highly qualified

staff

No more competing against our neighbors to
attract the best teachers, plus the opportunity to
align staff development. Everyone wins on this
one.

Increased potential for alternative

learning pathways

Students will have greater access to programs
such as early college, dual enroliment, and work-
based learning.

Through shared resources and expanded offerings, we wl ne’2er prepare our students for success in the future.
Visit the Planning Committee website at https://www.connecticutrivercollaborative.org/




STEWARTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT
WARRANT
State of New Hampshire

To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of Stewartstown qualified to vote in district affairs:

You are hereby notified to meet at the Stewartstown Community School in said District on Monday, the 8th
day of March 2021, at 6:00 o’clock in the evening to act upon the following subjects:

01.

02.

03.

04.

05.

06.

To determine the salaries of the School Board and fix the compensation of any other officers or agents of
the District. The proposed salaries are currently included in Article 5.

To hear the reports of agents, auditors, committees, or officers chosen and pass any vote relating thereto.

To see if the School District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of TWENTY THOUSAND
DOLLARS ($20,000.00) to be added to the School Bus Capital Reserve Fund previously established.
The School Board and Budget Committee recommend this appropriation. (Majority vote required)

To see if the school district will vote to establish a Technology Capital Reserve Fund per RSA chapter
35 for the purpose of purpose of purchasing technology equipment and to raise and appropriate FIVE
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($5,000.00) to be placed in the fund. Further, to name the School Board as
agents to expend from said fund. The School Board recommends this article. The Budget Committee
recommends this article.

To see if the District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of TWO MILLION SEVEN HUNDRED
TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTY-NINE DOLLARS ($2,724,869.00) for
the support of schools, for the payment of salaries for the School District officials and agents, and for the
payment for the statutory obligations of the District. This article does not include appropriations voted in
any other warrant articles. The School Board and Budget Committee recommend this appropriation.
(Majority vote required)

To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.

Given under our hands at said Stewartstown, February 1, 2021.

STEWARTSTOWN SCHOOL BOARD

Philip Pariseau, Chairman
Jamie Boire
Betsy Gray

A true copy of warrant, attest:

STEWARTSTOWN SCHOOL BOARD

Philip Pariseau, Chairman
Jamie Boire
Betsy Gray
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STEWARTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT
SPECIALWARRANT
The State of New Hampshire

To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of Stewartstown qualified to vote in
district affairs:

You are hereby notified to meet at the Stewartstown Town Office in said District on Tuesday,

the 9th day of March 2021, to act upon the following subject: (Polls will be open from 10:00
o’clock in the morning until 6:00 o’clock in the evening).

To bring in your ballots for the election of School District Officers to be elected by ballot for
the ensuing year(s).

Given under our hands at said Stewartstown the 1% of February 2021.

STEWARTSTOWN SCHOOL BOARD
Philip Pariseau, Chairman

Jamie Boire

Betsy Gray

STEWARTSTOWN SCHOOL BOARD
A true copy of warrant, attest:

Philip Pariseau, Chairman

Jamie Boire
Betsy Gray
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STEWARTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT
DISTRICT MINUTES
State of New Hampshire
MARCH 9, 2020

To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of Stewartstown qualified to vote in district
affairs:

The meeting convened at the Stewartstown Community School in said District on Monday, the
9t day of March 2020, at 6:00 o'clock in the evening to act upon the following subjects:

There were approximately nineteen voters, three of whom are SCS staff members, and ten
non-voters, which included three SAU staff members, six Stewartstown Community School
staff members and Donna Jordan from the Colebrook Chronicle.

1.

| move to accept the salaries of the School Board and fix the compensation of any other
officers or agents of the District. The proposed salaries are currently included in Article 5.

Motion: Betsy Gray Second: Joan Coats Vote: Aye

. | move to accept the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees or Officers chosen as printed

in the school report and pass any vote relating thereto.

Motion: Philip Pariseau Second: Betsy Gray Vote: Aye

. I move to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00)

to be added to the School Building Expendable Trust Fund established in 1995. The
School Board and Budget Committee recommend this appropriation. (Majority vote
required)

Motion: Rita Hibbard Second: Kathleen Adams Vote: Aye

| move to raise and appropriate the sum of Eighty-One Thousand, Three Hundred Sixty-
Five Dollars ($81,365.00) to purchase a new school bus and authorize the withdrawal of
Sixty Thousand Dollars ($60,000.00) from the School Bus Capital Reserve Fund created
for that purpose. The balance of Twenty-One Thousand, Three Hundred Sixty-Five
Dollars ($21,365.00) is to come from general taxation. The School Board and Budget
Committee recommend this appropriation. (Majority vote required)

Motion: Kathleen Adams Second: Rita Hibbard Vote: Aye

. I move to raise and appropriate the sum of Two Million, Six Hundred Fifty-Two Thousand,

Six Hundred Sixty-Six dollars ($2,652,666.00) for the support of schools, for the payment
of salaries for the School District officials and agents, and for the payment for the statutory
obligations of the District. This article does not include appropriations voted in any other
warrant articles. The School Board and Budget Committee recommend this appropriation.
(Majority vote required)

Motion: Allen Coats Second: Joan Coats Vote: Aye
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STEWARTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT
DISTRICT MINUTES
State of New Hampshire
MARCH 9, 2020

6. To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.

Kyle Daley stepped away from the podium to update those present on what is happening
with the Collaborative Committee. At the end of his presentation, he answered questions
from the audience.

Philip Pariseau recognized Sam Stebbins, Title | Teacher, who is leaving at the end of the
school year. He thanked Bruce Beasley for his four years as Superintendent and Kathleen
Covell and Kara Sweatt for their many years as School Board Members.

Meeting adjourned at 6:26 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
( 1 4 WERET V. B
/"I/——T/ {Uz L2162 - _.XyJ/\( D)

Patricia E. Grover
School District Clerk

Results of voting on March 10, 2020:

School Board Member 3-year Betsy Gray 71
School Board Member 1-year Jamie Boire 66
Moderator (Write-Ins) Kyle Daley 14
School Clerk Patricia Grover 74
School Treasurer Cheryl Eastman 74
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Superintendent’s Report

Dear Community Members,

It is both my privilege and pleasure to present this report to the communities of Clarksville, Colebrook,
Columbia, Pittsburg and Stewartstown. As your Superintendent, I am especially proud of the progress we
have made during this year as we pursue our mission: To prepare all SAU 7 students for success in whatever
path they choose. Our boards have worked tirelessly over the past year to provide leadership for our schools
during these challenging times.

As a school system, we operate as three unique learning communities united together under School
Administrative Unit # 7. Our goal is to build a culture in which all stakeholders contribute individually and
collectively to accomplish the district objectives of increasing student achievement by way of a systemic
process grounded in collaboration. We have initiated a comprehensive curriculum, instruction and
assessment plan to advance our instructional programs in alignment with NH personalized competency-
based education, and the work is progressing.

We welcome Jennifer Noyes to her new position as Coordinator of Special Services. She oversees the
implementation of special education services and supports for students with disabilities from ages 3 to 21
assuring compliance with state and federal laws. Ms. Noyes also leads the district in work related to Social
Emotional Learning coordinating with outside agency partners to support teams of professionals.

We also welcome Justin Falconer, IT Coordinator, who oversees the technology services and supports in our
schools. Mr. Falconer has been instrumental in acquiring and implementing additional technology
equipment which has supported our students during periods of remote learning this year. Much progress has
been made thanks to his work and the additional funding available this year.

Through professional development and collaboration, our teachers continue to enhance their ability to
provide a safe, supportive, and academically rigorous environment in which students can succeed.

I want to commend the unwavering efforts of SAU 7 employees who have, in essence, reimagined public
education over the last nine months during the pandemic. | also want to recognize and express gratitude for
the hard-working parents (and other family members and friends) of SAU 7 students who have selflessly put
other parts of their lives on hold to support their child’s learning during these difficult times.

I am grateful to the many parents, volunteers, board members, business owners, and community members
who have donated their time and expertise on behalf of our students and schools this past year. Parent and
community involvement is vital to quality schools and school improvement, and to that end, 1 know our
SAU #7 schools are on the right path.

We truly are a community-centered and community-supported school district, and it is a
privilege and honor to serve as your superintendent.

Respectfully submitted,
Debra Taylor, PhD
Superintendent of Schools
ST 11



Report of the Principal
Jennifer S. Mathieu

This past year has certainly been a memorable one, as the COVID-19 pandemic swept in, demanding
educators everywhere rethink, adjust, and adapt an entirely new methodology for teaching. I’m truly proud of
the manner in which the Stewartstown Community School staff pulled together immediately, exploring those
unchartered waters. With grant assistance, over the course of the year, students received a Chromebook,
computer mouse, and headphones to assist with remote learning. Teachers were set up with a conference-style
camera, laptop, document camera, and scanner to be able to effectively reach all students and ensure they had all
the materials and means of learning necessary. During remote learning, the SCS teaching staff continued to
report to school to teach every day, instructing students all day, reaching out to parents, with as much
consistency and normalcy as possible.

Through all of this, the safety of all who enter our building remained on the forefront of our work,
requiring us to expand our thinking beyond physical security to personal safety, health, and well-being.
Countless hours were spent training, researching, planning, implementing, and adapting in order to ensure
everyone’s health and safety in a public setting. We also continued with our safety committee meetings, working
to ensure that our building was safe and secure. Another security measure includes windows along the back side
of the building, replaced with windows that are smaller and positioned higher than they were previously.
Further, the team continues to work with local law enforcement on educational and training opportunities in
hopes that our staff is as prepared as they possibly can be for emergency situations. Prior to March, staff
participated in training for emergency drills, including ALICE training.

We continue to implement Responsive Classroom practices building-wide, along with PBIS
(Positive Behavior Intervention System) strategies. As a result we have seen a significant drop in student
discipline referrals, which I feel can be attributed to consistency as well as follow-through of our schoolwide
expectations, PAWS: Practice respect, Accept responsibility, Work together, Safety first. We enjoy celebrating
the hard work and efforts of our students, whether it’s academic or
social/behavioral success.

We continue to use our data teams to help us improve our student outcomes. During our professional
development sessions this year, we are working on updating our curriculum with a focus on competencies and
personalized learning.

We kicked off the year with our annual Ice Cream Social and were able to have several fun and well-
attended family nights prior to the pandemic. We welcome Norma Gray as a part-time Title I teacher to our staff,
as well as Brandon Crawford, a long-term floating sub. This floating substitute position allows us to have
someone on hand at all times, which has proven extremely beneficial in these times, as our substitute list
decreased by over half since the pandemic hit.

Our world, our “normal,” was changed in the blink of an eye. It was, and still is, challenging on many
levels. It is my hope that we will all take less for granted as we move forward. With every trial and tribulation,
there is good to find. There is a silver lining. What is your silver lining? Did you slow down, take time to be
with family, be thankful for your many blessings? Did you learn a new skill or take up a new hobby?

Words cannot adequately express the deep gratitude I have for ALL of you: students, parents, guardians,
family members, teachers, staff, and community members. This year has had its peaks and valleys. THANK
YOU! Thank you for pulling together for our students, for rising to the occasion for not giving up, and for
supporting one another. I have been inspired by the expressed words of encouragement and strength, love, ideas,
pictures, and hope. I am truly humbled and grateful. I look forward to what is coming our way and feel
fortunate to do so with the Stewartstown community.

Respectfully,
Mrs. Jennifer Mathieu
Principal
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School Health Report
2019-2020

Dear Residents:

School Health Services contribute to the goals of the education and healthcare systems by providing
screenings and referrals, administering medications, providing treatments, first aid, and health
education. The role of the School Nurse expands beyond the physical health of a student, serving as a
vital component of healthcare for the family as a whole.

School Health is constantly evolving and is no longer simply applying a band aid or providing an ice
pack. Instead, School Health programs now seek to become fully coordinated programs,
encompassing various aspects of education, physical and mental health, and prevention and wellness
activities.

The New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services establishes 7 components for
Coordinated School Health:

e Preventative health services and direct interventions
e Health and emergency response services

e Wellness initiatives

e Health record maintenance

e Healthy and safe school environment

e Health promotion for staff

e Family/community involvement

Preventative health services and interventions include physical, mental, emotional and social health.
Through these, school nurses motivate students and staff to improve and maintain their health,
prevent disease, and reduce risky behaviors. Wellness instruction, initiatives, and health promotion
help students and staff learn skills they can use to make healthy choices throughout their lifetime.
Traditional aspects of a coordinated health program, such as health and emergency response, health
record maintenance and healthy school environment continue without requiring significant changes.
As school health programs evolve, these processes continue to be adapted to be inclusive of any
newly established best practices.

We remain committed to creating a healthy school environment that enhances the development of
lifelong wellness practices to promote healthy habits for students and staff. Through a coordinated
school health program, we are able to accomplish overall health, improving student academic
achievement. We look forward to continuing to serve our school communities in the coming years.

Sincerely,

Devon Phillips, RN, CEN, School Health Coordinator, CAES Nurse
Tanya Young, RN, PSD Nurse

Barbara Pires-Lynch RN, SCS Nurse
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Title I Annual Report
2019-2020

The Title I program for 2019-2020 provided services for all 71 students in grades
Kindergarten-8 at Stewartstown Community School in all subject areas, with a stronger focus in
the areas of math and reading. With support from families and students willing to work, the Title
| teachers were able to assist in the students’ learning each day. Our Title I staff included Mrs.
Sam Stebbins as a full-time teacher, and Mr. Kennedy as a part-time teacher. Mr. Kennedy also
served as Project Manager for the school district.

The Title I staff assisted students in various manners, including one-on-one interventions,
small group work, or assistance within the classroom. Student interventions were determined by
evaluating students’ assessments at team data meetings, held in the fall, winter, and spring.
Stewartstown uses a combination of AIMSweb Plus (benchmarks, progress monitoring),
STAR360, NH SAS, and other local assessments to help identify and determine which students
would benefit from further assistance to strengthen and build foundational skills, provided by
instruction from Mrs. Stebbins and Mr. Kennedy. Further, both Title | teachers were involved in
daily scheduled Response to Intervention (Rtl) services as well for students K-8.

Title | provided a three week “Summer School” program in July 2020 for 9 students in
grades K-3. The program also provided a junior high student with an opportunity of one-on-one
instruction to strengthen math and reading skills, after having struggled during remote learning.
The program was strictly remote for the younger children, while the junior high student was
taught in a classroom with social distance guidelines implemented. The program was from 8-
11:30 daily, Monday-Thursday. Staff included Mrs. Laurel Hemon and Mr. John Kennedy,
teaching the younger students, and Ms. Sierra Saari providing instruction for the junior high
student.

Title I in Stewartstown is a success each year. With the hard work of students, in
conjunction with the devotion of the staff, the program is a strong means in which to provide the
supplemental services our students need to be successful with their learning and growth every
day.

Respectfully submitted,
John Kennedy, Project Manager
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