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Project Safe Randolph calls in violent offenders

The most violent criminal offenders in Randolph County were 
brought in front of local and state representatives and seated in the 
empty chairs before them in the first “call-in” by the new initiative, 
Project Safe Randolph, [jamie biggs / the courier-tribune]

By Jamie Biggs
The Courier-Tribune

ASHEBORO — After more 
than a year of research and 
planning, representatives 
from across the county and 
state came together with a 
common goal Tuesday morn­
ing: to stop violent crime in 
Randolph County.

Fourteen repeat offenders, 
who have been designated 
as some of the most vio­
lent criminals in Randolph 
County, were seated before 
representatives in the first 
“call-in” of the county’s

new initiative, Project Safe 
Randolph.

“Your history involv­
ing crime has led you to be 
here, ” District Attorney Andy 
Gregson told them. “The data 
is very clear. You are part of 
the problem in Randolph 
County.”

Project Safe Randolph, 
known elsewhere as Project 
Safe Neighborhood, is 
based on a nationwide U.S. 
Department of Justice ini­
tiative that brings together 
federal, state and local law 
enforcement officials, prose­
cutors and community leaders

in partnership to identify the 
most pressing violent crime 
problems in a community 
and develop comprehensive 
solutions.

The initiative has been in 
existence in other areas across 
the country since 2001 and has 
proven successful in lowering 
the number of violent crimes 
committed in communities.

Rodney Trogdon, a retired 
Probation and Parole office, 
is heading the project. He led 
the panel Tuesday, which was 
held at the Randolph County

See PROJECT, A7

Trump:
Justices
should
recuse

By Nicholas Wu and 
Courtney Subramanian
USA TODAY

NEW DELHI - President 
Donald Trump doubled down 
on his criticism of two lib­

eral Supreme 
Court justices 
on Tuesday, 
suggesting 
that the two 
should recuse 
themselves 
from any cases 
involving his 

administration because of 
their past statements about 
him and a Supreme Court dis - 
sent Trump viewed as critical 
of him.

The president posted a 
tweet Monday in which he 
suggested Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg and Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor recuse them­
selves from cases involving

See TRUMP, A7

Today’s Prayer

Dear Lord, how can we be 
fearful when You are there to 
guide us? You make path­
ways through the wilderness. 
You create rivers in the dry 
wasteland.

Amen.

Sotomayor

Petty driver donates hair to help kids
From staff reports

RANDLEMAN - The 
Petty family has a long 
tradition of creating hair- 
raising moments on the 
track, but now the newest 
racing star in the Petty 
galaxy is creating some 
hair-cutting moments, and 
for a good cause.

Thad Moffitt, who now 
competes on the ARCA 
circuit and is the grandson 
of racing legend Richard 
Petty, cut off his flowing

red locks Tuesday to benefit 
disadvantaged kids.

“The whole thing came 
about last summer while 
Grandpa and I were sign­
ing autographs. A young 
fan told me that my hair is 
so beautiful that I should 
donate some of it to char­
ity,” said Moffitt.

Moffitt’s hair will be 
d o n a t e d  t o  C h i l d r e n  
with Hair Loss, a n o n ­
profit organization which

See HAIR, A7
Thad Moffitt and Kaylin Allison show off the snipped hair that will be 
donated to the Children With Hair Loss charity.
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Thad Moffitt flashes that distinctive family smile as Kaylin Allison, 13, of Randleman, cuts his hair Tuesday at Victory Junction, [photos by 

PAUL CHURCH/ THE COURIER-TRIBUNE]

Ridge
DIRECT

We understand that some people prefer 
taking care of details online.

We've made it easy! Introducing

I
a low-cost alternative for making simple cremation 

arrangements starting at $995.00*
^(Includes removal of remains, transportation to crematory, basic services of staff, 

crematory fee, minimum cremation container and temporary urn.)

Visit www.ridgefuneralhome.com to get started
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E m e r g e n c y  S e r v i c e s 
Center in Asheboro.

In addition to Gregson, 
t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e  2 0 
panel members included 
Randolph County Sheriff 
Greg Seabolt;  police 
chiefs from Asheboro, 
Archdale and Liberty; 
representatives from the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office; 
and representatives from 
the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), 
t h e  F e d e r a l  B u r e a u 
of Investigation and 
the Bureau of Alcohol 
Tobacco and Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF).

Tables lined the back of 
the room. Organizations 
represented included 
Randolph County Child 
Support, Daymark Recovery 
S e r v i c e s ,  R a n d o l p h 

Community College, the 
Family Crisis Center, NC 
Work and Goodwill. These 
groups were present to 
provide resources, such as 
job opportunities and sub-
stance abuse treatment, to 
the offenders, should they 
choose to heed the advice 
of the panel members and 
make an effort to better their 
lives.

One by one, the panel 
members spoke to the 
offenders. The message 
was clear — if the offenders 
continue down the same 
path, they will be caught 
and they will go to prison.

Being an offender known 
to and identified by Project 
Safe Randolph means that 
the offenders are being 
closely watched. Since they 
have now been warned, 
sentences for crimes they 
are found guilty of can be 
extended. Bonds assigned 
to them by magistrates 
have the potential to be 
higher. 

Because the offenders 
are now known to so many 
agencies, escaping arrest 
and prosecution will be 
nearly impossible, orga-
nizers say. The goal of a 
prosecutor who encounters 
an offender that is a part of 
Project Safe Randolph is 
to get that individual the 
maximum possible sen-
tence for the crime they 
have committed.

“We will not tolerate this 
criminal behavior in the 
city or county anymore,” 
said Sheriff Seabolt. “Our 
citizens are getting caught 
up in the violence in our 
neighborhoods. I hold you 
personally responsible.”

Asheboro Police Chief 
Mark Lineberry stressed 
that what the offenders 
were seeing around them 
was not normal — not for 
the criminals, but also not 
for the representatives 
there. Never before had so 
many different agencies 
come together to fight the 

crime in Randolph County.
“The whole goal is to 

stop the violent crime,” 
Lineberry said. “It’s either 
you stop it and go to the 
resources that are at the 
back of the room for you 
here today, or you go to 
prison for a long time. 
Either way, the community 
will win.”

Community representa-
tives were also invited to 
speak on the panel. Pastor 
Michael Trogdon reminded 
the group of 14 that they 
are not defined by any 
of the choices they have 
made and can still make the 
choice to change and better 
themselves.

Another community 
representative, Alfreda 
McLean, the owner of Café 
on Loach, told the offend-
ers that she was once in a 
similar position to them.

“Everything you guys 
have done, I have done,” 
she said. Her criminal 
offenses led her to serving 

a mandatory 10-year mini-
mum sentence in prison. 
McLean encouraged the 
group to take the oppor-
tunity presented to them 
and turn their lives around.

“Had I had the opportu-
nity to sit in one of those 
chairs,” McLean said, she 
never would wound up 
serving time.

After more than an 
hour of listening to the 
panel members speak, the 
offenders were directed to 
visit each resource-filled 
table at the back of the 
room, even if they were 
certain they might not need 
whatever was offered to 
them at that table.

Trogdon, who was 
responsible for gathering 
each of the representatives 
and resources at Project 
Safe Randolph’s first call-
in, said they plan to have 
more call-ins in the future. 
Looking ahead, he said he 
foresees doing approxi-
mately three each year.

PROJECT
From Page A1

f r e e  h u m a n  h a i r 
replacements to chil-
dren and young adults 
f a c i n g  m e d i c a l l y -
related hair loss.

Moffitt had been let-
ting his hair grow out 
since June 2018.

The hair-cutting 
ceremony was held in 
the Fab Shop at Victory 
Junction, a camp serv-
ing children with serious 
medical conditions and 
chronic illnesses, which 
was created in honor of 
another Petty grandson, 
the late Adam Petty.

Kaylin Allison, a six-
time Victory Junction 
camper, did the official 
snipping, though they 
left the actual haircut 
to someone else.

Thad Moffitt made 
his ARCA Racing Series 
debut in April 2017 and 
drove for the DGR-
Crosley team for the 
season-opening race 
at Daytona on Feb. 8.

HAIR
From Page A1

the Trump administration 
because of his concerns 
about bias against him. 

“It’s very obvious,” 
Trump told reporters in a 
news conference in India, 
where the president is 
wrapping up a 36-hour 
trip. “Justice Ginsburg 
should [recuse herself] 
because she went wild 
during the campaign. 

Perhaps she was for 
Hillary Clinton.”

“I just don’t see how 
they can’t recuse them-
selves from anything 
Trump or Trump related,” 
the president said. Of 
Sotomayor, Trump sug-
gested that the justice 
– appointed by President 
Barack Obama – is “trying 
to shame people with per-
haps a different view.”

Quoting Fox News host 
Laura Ingraham in a tweet 
on Monday evening, Trump 
said Sotomayor had accused 
Republican-appointed 

Supreme Court justices of 
“being biased in favor of 
Trump.” 

“This is a terrible thing 
to say. Trying to ‘shame’ 
some into voting her way?” 
Trump wrote, also recall-
ing Ginsburg’s criticism of 
him as a “faker” when he 
was running for president. 

The dissent that had 
drawn the ire of Trump 
and other conservatives 
involved a Supreme Court 
case about the legality of 
the Trump administration’s 
“public charge” rule. The 
Department of Homeland 

Security rule would allow 
the government to bar legal 
immigrants from residency 
or green cards if they are 

receiving or are deemed 
likely to need non-cash 
benefits for more than a 
year.

TRUMP
From Page A1

Troopers tackle suspect in 
middle of highway

RALEIGH — North 
Carolina troopers tack-
led a man to the ground in 
the middle of a highway on 
Monday after he walked 
into morning rush hour 
traffic and threatened to 
pull out a gun, according to 
authorities and video from 
the scene.

State troopers were 
patrolling along Interstate 
40 just outside Raleigh, 
when a man walking on 
the shoulder of the road 
threw a large bag into their 
path, the agency said. The 
trooper avoided the bag 
and stopped to question the 
man, WRAL-TV reported.

The suspect, identified as 
John Avery Rodriguez, 34, 
told troopers he was armed 

and then ran into the road-
way, the news outlet said. 
Troopers stopped traffic 
in both directions, sur-
rounded Rodriguez with 
weapons drawn and fired 
pepper spray at him before 
bringing him to the ground, 
video of the encounter 
showed. 

N o  i n j u r i e s  w e r e 
reported, but Rodriguez 
was taken to a hospital for 
an evaluation, WRAL-TV 
said. He was charged with 
resisting, obstructing or 
delaying a public officer, 
authorities said..

Warrant: Man was buying 
marijuana when he was 
killed

RALEIGH — A young 
man fatally shot outside 
the Worthdale Community 

Center last month was 
being robbed while buying 
marijuana, according to 
recently released search 
warrants.

Quadir Ford, 22, died 
f r o m  h i s  i n j u r i e s  a t 
WakeMed.

Police initially charged 
three suspects with murder 
in Ford's death. Nicholas 
Holloway Jr., 21, Gerald 
Thomas Jr., 23, and Eric 
Scott, 22, were arrested 
Jan. 28.

Jaiiviouan Kelly, 21, was 
arrested and also charged 
with murder in Ford's death 
two days later.

The suspects were iden-
tified through surveillance 
footage and confessed to 
law enforcement officers 
about their roles in the 
shooting, according to the 
search warrants.

Holloway stated he knew 
Ford and was selling him 
marijuana, according to the 
warrants.

On the day of the shoot-
ing, Holloway, Thomas and 
Scott were seen on surveil-
lance video walking into the 
community center before 
meeting with Kelly, the 
warrants state.

According to the war-
rants, they went to Ford's 
car and Scott got into the 
passenger's front seat, 
Kelly got into the back seat 
and Holloway and Thomas 
ran to the driver's side 
door when a single gun-
shot was fired. Holloway 
and Thomas got into the 
car with Scott and drove 
off while Kelly ran into the 
woods.

Through interviews 
with Holloway, Thomas 

and Scott, law enforce-
ment determined Kelly shot 
Ford, the warrants state.

"They all identified 
Kelly as the subject that 
shot the victim," detec-
tive T. Jackson wrote in an 
application for one of the 
warrants.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  N . C . 
Department of Public 
Safety records, Thomas has 
been convicted of breaking 
and entering, breaking and 
entering vehicles and lar-
ceny. Scott was convicted 
of assault with a deadly 
weapon with intent to kill 
inflicting serious injury 
in 2016. Holloway was 
convicted of breaking and 
entering in 2019. Kelly has 
been convicted of robbery 
with a dangerous weapon, 
kidnapping and carrying a 
concealed weapon.

Woman indicted in 
fentanyl death

C H A R L O T T E  — 
Authorities say a member 
of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians has been 
charged with dealing fen-
tanyl that resulted in an 
overdose death.

A news release from 
t h e  C h a r l o t t e - b a s e d 
U.S. Attorney’s office 
s a i d  t h a t  S h a n n o n 
White, 42, who lives on 
the Cherokee reserva-
tion, appeared in court 
M o n d a y  a f t e r  b e i n g 
indicted by a grand jury. 

The indictment says 
that White distributed 
fentanyl, a synthetic 
opioid, in January of 2019 
that resulted in the death 
of a victim identified only 
as J.F

S TAT E  B R I E F S

 In the Matter of
2019 Integrated Resource Plan Update Reports and Related 
2019 REPS Compliance Plans

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 2019 IRP 
UPDATE REPORTS AND RELATED 2019 REPS 

COMPLIANCE PLANS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the North Carolina Utilities Commission (Commission) has scheduled a public hearing 
in conjunction with the Commission’s review and evaluation of integrated resource planning (IRP) in North Carolina. 
The purpose of the review and evaluation is to ensure that each regulated electric utility operating in North Carolina 
is developing reliable projections of the long-range demands for electricity in its service area and is developing a 
combination of reliable resource options for meeting the anticipated demands in a cost-effective manner. IRP is 
intended to identify those electric resource options which can be obtained at least cost to ratepayers in North Carolina 
consistent with adequate, reliable electric service. IRP considers conservation, efficiency, load management and other 
demand-side program alternatives in the selection of resource options. Commission Rule R8-60 requires that each of 
the electric utilities furnish the Commission with a biennial report in even-numbered years that contains the specific 
information set out in that Commission Rule. In odd-numbered years, each of the electric utilities must file an update 
report updating its most recently filed biennial report. In addition, regulated electric utilities are required to include 
their plans for meeting customer electric needs via renewable energy resources and energy efficiency programs by 
submitting a Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Portfolio Standard compliance plan (REPS compliance plan) as 
part of the IRP filing.

During the public hearing to be held in this docket, the Commission will receive testimony from nonexpert public 
witnesses with respect to the most current IRP update reports and REPS compliance plans filed in 2019 by Duke Energy 
Progress, LLC; Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC; and Virginia Electric and Power Company, d/b/a Dominion Energy North 
Carolina. Public witness testimony will be received in accordance with Commission Rule R1-21(g).

A night hearing for the convenience of public witnesses and solely for the purpose of taking nonexpert public witness 
testimony is hereby scheduled as follows:

 Raleigh: 7:00 p.m., on Monday, March 9, 2020, in Commission Hearing Room 2115,
 Dobbs Building, 430 North Salisbury Street, Raleigh, North Carolina

Anyone wishing to review the 2019 IRP update reports and REPS compliance plans filed by the utilities may do so 
either at the Commission’s website, www.ncuc.net, by selecting the Docket tab and entering Docket No. E-100 Sub 
157, or at the Office of the Chief Clerk of the Commission, Dobbs Building, 430 North Salisbury Street, Raleigh, North 
Carolina. Upon request, the Chief Clerk will place copies of the IRPs, compliance plans and any other documents filed 
in this proceeding in centrally-located public libraries where they may be copied without prohibition. Such a request 
may be made by writing to the Chief Clerk, North Carolina Utilities Commission, 4325 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, 
North Carolina 27699-4300, and providing the name and address of the library to which the information is to be mailed.

Persons desiring to present testimony for the record should appear at the public hearing. Persons desiring to send 
written statements to inform the Commission of their positions in the matter shall address their statements to:

 Chief Clerk
 North Carolina Utilities Commission 
 4325 Mail Service Center
 Raleigh, NC 27699-4300

The Public Staff – North Carolina Utilities Commission, through its Executive Director, is required by statute to represent 
the using and consuming public in proceedings before the Commission. Written statements to the Public Staff should 
be addressed to:

 Christopher J. Ayers, Executive Director
 Public Staff – North Carolina Utilities Commission 
 4326 Mail Service Center
 Raleigh, NC 27699-4300

The Attorney General is also authorized by statute to represent the using and consuming public in proceedings before 
the Commission.  Statements to the Attorney General should be addressed to:

 The Honorable Josh Stein, Attorney General of North Carolina
 c/o Consumer Protection – Utilities
 9001 Mail Service Center
 Raleigh, NC 27699-9001

ISSUED BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION.
This the 30th day of January, 2020.

NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION
A. Shonta Dunston, Deputy Clerk

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
 UTILITIES COMMISSION

RALEIGH

DOCKET NO. E-100, SUB 157

BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION

The Guide to Randolph County’s 
Area Churches, Programs, and Ministries

202020202020202020202020202020202020 AAAAAAAAADVDVDVDVDVDVDVDVDVERERERERERERERERERTITITITITITITITITISISISISISISISISINGNGNGNGNGNGNGNG RRRRRRRRRATATATATATATATATATESESESESESESESES

   PPremium Back Cover .......10’’ x 9.75’’ ..............$625

    Premium Inside Covers.....10’’x 9.75..................$525

    Full Page...........................10’’x9.75...................$495
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