
  

Focus Training Sessions in December at Your School: 

Holiday Season is Upon Us.  Check Out These  
Great Resources! 

 
Learn360 Video:  A Multi-Cultural Christmas 

http://learn360.infobase.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?wID=109375&xtid=74743 

24 Days of Christmas STEM Activities 
 http://www.steampoweredfamily.com/activities/christmas-stem-activities/ 

Learning How to Code in Every Classroom 
http://www.teachercast.net/2016/11/08/every-class-can-code-podcast/ 

Websites & Games by DCSTeachers.com 
http://ctselmore.wixsite.com/dcsteachers1/educational-websites 

StoryLine Online:  Books Read by Celebrities 
http://www.storylineonline.net/ 

The KidzPage.com - Christmas Games for Kids 
http://www.thekidzpage.com/christmas/games.htm 

The History Channel - History of New Year's Eve 
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/new-years 

    
On December 16th, we will say goodbye 
for now to Tyler Cummings, the 
Classroom Technology Coach for the 
Center Hill and Southaven areas. Tyler 
will be working with School Status.            
Tyler has done a wonderful job for our 
teachers and schools and will be greatly 
missed. We wish Tyler and his family 
the best in this chapter of their lives.  
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Look for emails from your Classroom Tech Coach for 
information about how to attend these trainings! 

Mrs. Lundine at HLMS points out cell 
structures to her students in the school's 

science lab.  Lundine and the science dept. 
received a $500 grant from the Foundation for 

Excellence in Education. Congratulations! 

Office of Instructional Technology 
Mr. George Loper, CAO 

http://www.desotocountyschools.org/ITDept 
662.429.5271 

Ideas for Integrating 
Technology into 
Your Classroom 

http://learn360.infobase.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?wID=109375&xtid=74743
http://www.steampoweredfamily.com/activities/christmas-stem-activities/
http://www.teachercast.net/2016/11/08/every-class-can-code-podcast/
http://ctselmore.wixsite.com/dcsteachers1/educational-websites
http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.thekidzpage.com/christmas/games.htm
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/new-years
http://www.desotocountyschools.org/ITDept


  Cassie's App of the Month: 
Anatomy 4D 

   Through this free app and a simple printed image, Anatomy 4D transports 
students, teachers, medical professionals, and anyone who wants to learn 
about the body into an interactive 4D experience of human anatomy. 
Visually stunning and completely interactive, Anatomy 4D uses augmented reality and other 
cutting edge technologies to create the perfect vehicle for 21st century education. 
So much more than an app, the Anatomy 4D experience takes viewers on a journey inside the 
human body and heart, revealing the spatial relationships of our organs, skeleton, muscles, 
and body systems. This simple-to-use 3-dimensional learning environment is great for use in the 
classroom, or anytime.   
     Designed by DAQRI, the Anatomy 4D app enables you to: 
• Learn about and explore the human body and heart in intricate detail 
• Highlight various organ systems individually, so for instance, you can focus on just the skeletal, 
muscular, or respiratory system 
• Change the view back and forth between a male and female body 
• Zoom in to experience each organ or body part in-depth 
• Use new image targets including the new heart target  
 

How to Use Anatomy 4D:  
To get started, email, print, or save any set of target images from the “Target Library” 
inside the app from the main menu. Now you’re ready to take an extraordinary 4D 
journey inside the human body and heart. Simply point your device at the target 
from the “Viewer” and watch the 4D Experience come to life! 

 
Follow Cassie on Twitter:  @dcsteacher5 

Cassie 
Sanders, CTC 

CTCW, 
DCAC/Magnolia, 

Olive Branch & Horn 
Lake Zones 

FAQ:   I printed a file from my email it is so 
small I can’t see it, what is the deal?  
 
ANSWER: In most cases, this is due to trying 
to print straight from your email rather than 
downloading the document and opening it 
with Adobe to print.  This usually solves all 
image issues when printing a PDF.  Simply click 
on the dropdown arrow next to the file inside 
your email, and rather than choosing view, 
choose download.  Open the file by clicking 
on the arrow in top right hand corner of your 
internet screen, or going into your downloads 
folder on your computer.  When you open the 
file, it should automatically open inside Adobe 
Reader, and then you can print it correctly. 

 

Cassie's Technology Tip of the 
Month: 

 
WiFi Access 

 
You may have noticed that there have been 
some changes to the wifi lately.  You can log 
into the wifi using your username and 
password that you log into your school 
computer with.   
 
Choose the DCS_Radius as the wifi choice and 
you will be prompted to enter in a username 
and password. Remember, this is your 
first.lastname and the password you use to log 
into your computer.  You will be prompted to 
trust the certificate, and you must choose 
trust.  This will allow your device to connect to 
the wifi, and if you choose remember it, you 
will not have to reenter this information each 
day.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://anatomy4d.daqri.com/
http://www.twitter.com/dcsteacher5
https://www.google.com/edu/expeditions/#about


  

Tyler 
Cummings, CTC 
CTCE, Center Hill & 
Southaven Zones 

FAQ:   My iPad was on the Internet 
yesterday, but today it has lost its 
connection.  What gives? 

ANSWER:   Our iPads and our network play 
well together, but sometimes they forget to 
talk.  Usually you can resolve this issue by 
going to the Settings, and tap Wifi.  Usually 
it will connect again after you do that, 
occasionally you might need to tap 
DCS_Radius and type in your username 
and password (the same you would use to 
log on your computer) to reconnect your 
iPad. 

 

Tyler's Technology Tip  
of the Month: 

 
Do you have an iPhone?  Do you use it as 
your alarm clock?  Did you know your 
iPhone can now tell when you should go to 
bed in order to get a full night's sleep?  Tap 
on the Clock app and then tap on 
Bedtime. Then, tell your phone how much 
sleep you need to feel rested and what 
time you need to wake up.  Your phone will 
gently alert you about 15 minutes before 
you should go to bed with a soft lullaby.   
 

 

Tyler's App of the Month: 
Swift Playgrounds by Apple 

  
     The future is here and computers are part of it.  You have 
a choice, you can either understand computers and 
computer codes or you can get left behind.  I recommend 
learning the basics of computer coding.  Reading and 
writing computer code means that you need to read and 
write a new language.  Computer coding is literally writing a 

completely new language with new syntax and grammar, but you get to do 
it while speaking English.  The great thing about understanding how to code 
is that you give yourself a brand new superpower.  You will have the ability 
connect with everyone who interacts with a computer.  Swift (the 
programming language that all your iPhone apps are written in) is the 
easiest and most approachable of those languages.  It's so easy that Apple 
turned it into a game: Swift Playgrounds.  You'll forget that you're learning to 
code while you play, and along the way, you'll pick up a few new skills. 

 
Follow Tyler on Twitter:  @tylercummings 

 

Mrs. Faggard's class at SMS uses the 
Quiver App and Augmented Reality 

to bring their drawings to life! 

http://www.apple.com/swift/playgrounds/
http://www.twitter.com/tylercummings
http://www.apple.com/swift/playgrounds/


  

Shelby Elmore, 
CTC 

Hernando & Lake 
Cormorant Zones 

      Shelby's App of the Month: 
       MathTappers 

 
 

Find Sums 
 

Multiples 
 
 
 

 
Fractions 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ClockMaster 

 
NumberLine 

 
Equivalents 

 
Carbon  

      
     MathTappers is a series of totally free apps.  Created by educators, for educators, 
all of the MathTappers apps allow for focused content within each level.  The apps 
provide relevant visual models, focused content, and helpful suggestions for parents 
and educators.  Each app must be downloaded separately, but it’s definitely worth 
the effort. 

Follow Shelby on Twitter:  @ctselmore 
 

FAQ:   Why Can't I Hear the Sound from my 
Speakers? 

ANSWER:  Check the following… 

1.  Check your audio cable.  Make sure it’s securely 
plugged into the correct port.  An audio port is usually 
outlined in green on a PC.  

2.  Check your volume.  Left-click the speaker icon in 
the bottom right corner of your taskbar near the 
clock/date.  Make sure it’s not muted or turned down 
all the way. 

3.  Check your source. Right-click that same speaker 
icon and open the volume mixer.  Drop down the 
menu arrow on Speakers and make sure the correct 
speaker source is checked.  It might take some trial 
and error to figure out which one is supposed to be 
checked.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shelby's Technology Tip 
 of the Month: 

 
Use lessons from SMART Exchange  

(even if you don’t have SMART Notebook Software!) 
 

So, you took someone’s advice and did a search 
on SMART Exchange.  You found an awesome 
lesson that you can use in class next week, so you 
download it.  When you get to class, you click on 
the file and NOTHING opens.  You get a message 
asking you to choose a program to open the file. 
What now? 
 
Without SMART Notebook, your downloaded file is 
toast.  Fortunately, with the click of a button: 
“Open in SMART Notebook Express”, you can open 
that file and every other Notebook file in SMART 
Notebook Express.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SMART	Express	Web-Based	Link:	
http://express.smarttech.com/#	
	
SMART	Exchange	Lesson	Bank:	
http://exchange.smarttech.com/	-	tab=0	
 

 

CLICK 
HERE 

http://www.mathtappers.com
http://www.twitter.com/ctselmore
http://express.smarttech.com/
http://exchange.smarttech.com/#tab=0


 

 

 

Jennifer 
Klinger, CTC 
DeSoto Central & 
Lewisburg Zones 

Jennifer's App of the Month: 
Google Street View 

 
     Google Street View provides a way for students to 
discover and explore every corner of the Earth in full 
panoramic glory from within their own classroom. From the 
top of the world’s tallest buildings to the depths of the 
ocean floors, it really is an immersive and awe-inspiring experience.   
Not only does Google Street View allow students to travel to amazing 
locations from around the world, it also lets them tour some of the 
most famous galleries and museums. Visit the Museum of Modern Art 
(MOMA) or even take a walk through the halls of the White House! 

 

Follow Jennifer on Twitter:  @dcsctc 

FAQ:   I'm a Teacher's Assistant.  How can I 
get my own username and password for 
computer logins and access to the WiFi? 

ANSWER:  If you have a district issued Office 365 
email address, then you have a computer login 
which is also your wifi username and password for 
DCS_Radius.  If you don’t know what your username 
and password is, please contact your computer 
tech.  
 
**If you are using the student username and 
password for wifi access, then you will only be able 
to get on the internet.  You will not have access to 
printing, network drives, and some websites will be 
blocked including YouTube. 
**If you would like access to Learn360 video 
streaming in case your lead teachers is absent, 
email Tina Streeter at tina.streeter@dcsms.org for a 
login. 
 

Jennifer's Technology Tip  
of the Month: 

 
Want to direct your students to a specific 

location using Street View? 
Make a QR code to share the location! 

 
Click the link below for instructions on how to 
share a specific location by creating a QR 
code for your classroom.   
 

http://tinyurl.com/streetviewqrcode 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to these DCS 
Special Education teachers who 
recently scored an iPad from 

the Arc of Northwest 
Mississippi! 

 

https://www.google.com/streetview/
https://www.google.com/maps/views/u/0/streetview/art-project%22 %5Ct %22_blank
https://www.google.com/maps/views/u/0/view/streetview/art-project/museum-of-modern-art-moma/X734hr6gSbCOxLmHmDOkAw%22 %5Ct %22_blank
https://www.google.com/maps/views/u/0/view/streetview/art-project/museum-of-modern-art-moma/X734hr6gSbCOxLmHmDOkAw%22 %5Ct %22_blank
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/partner/the-white-house
http://www.twitter.com/dcsctc
https://www.google.com/streetview/
mailto:tina.streeter@dcsms.org
http://tinyurl.com/streetviewqrcode


 

 

 

 

Tina's Website of the Month: 
Edutopia.org 

    Edutopia.org is a website that was 
created by the George Lucas 
Foundation for teachers.  Growing up, 
Mr. Lucas was a creative person, but he 
always felt bored in school.  He decided 
to commit himself to tap into the creative minds of students everywhere in 
order to make a difference in their education.  Edutopia does just that by 
helping to provide educators with innovative, evidence-based approaches in 
the classroom.   
   Check out Edutopia's topics, videos and community blog for awesome 
lessons, project-based learning projects, social and emotional learning, 
technology integration ideas, and comprehensive assessment activities. 

 
Follow Tina on Twitter:  @TinaStreeter2 

Learn360 Tip: 
Not only does Learn360 have thousands of videos in its own collection, it now has WEB 
videos from your favorite YouTube channels!  Have you ever gotten frustrated because 
you can't get that YouTube video to play no matter what you do?  Learn360 Web Channels 
is the answer!  

Follow these steps to find them! 
 

1.  Go to the DCS Quick Launch page http://www.dcsdms.org.   Click on the Learn360 link on the right side. 
 
2.  Click the MENU button at the top left of the Learn360 homepage.    
 
3.  Click the "Browse Collections" button.    
 
4.  Look for the "Web Videos" button.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
5.  Browse for the channels you want by clicking the + beside the  "View More" area under the 
"Filters" section on the right. 
 

If you would like to see some more channels added, just email Tina at 
mailto:tina.streeter@dcsms.org! 

 

Tutorial:  Add a Learn360 Video to Your Google Classroom!  - http://bit.ly/1VfSuhi 
 
Facing History and Ourselves - https://www.facinghistory.org/ 
 
Code Academy - https://www.codecademy.com 
 
Maggie's Earth Adventures - http://www.missmaggie.org/cartoons/ 

MORE WEBSITES TO CONSIDER... 

Tina Streeter 
District Webmaster 

& 
Learn360 

Coordinator 

http://www.edutopia.org
http://www.twitter.com/tinastreeter2
http://www.edutopia.org
http://www.dcsdms.org
mailto:tina.streeter@dcsms.org
http://bit.ly/1VfSuhi
https://www.facinghistory.org/
https://www.codecademy.com
http://www.missmaggie.org/cartoons/


 

 

 

 

Are you using the SAMR Model in your classroom? 
The SAMR Model (Substitution Augmentation 
Modification Redefinition) is a model designed to help 
educators infuse technology into teaching and learning. The model 
offers a method of seeing how computer technology might impact 
teaching and learning.  It also shows a progression that adopters of 
educational technology often follow as they progress through 
teaching and learning with technology.   
 
If you would like to see real examples of apps that can help you 
achieve these goals, click the picture to the right of the model, or 
simply go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Og_S_E7UmPQ.

Computer 101 with Mr. Hicks: 
Is Your Computer Running Slow? 

 
There are many reasons your computer may not be performing 
at peak speed. Let’s discuss a few simple things you can check.  
 
 

• Are you running too many programs at the same time?  Your computer has a finite amount 
of resources. If you have your email, your gradebook, Word, PowerPoint, and other 
programs open at the same time, things will slow down.  Once you’re done with 
something, save your work and close the program.  

 
• Do you have too many browser tabs open? Sometimes we don’t realize how many 

websites are running at the same time. Browser tabs make it easy to keep sites open, but 
don’t forget to close those tabs you don’t need.   

 
• Do you have any unwanted programs hogging your resources?  Some programs have a way of sneaking on 

your computer without your knowledge. Maybe it was an add-on that came with something else.  Too many 
programs running can cause a drain on your computer’s memory.   

 
• Is your hard drive getting full? When hard drives reach 90 % full, you may notice some slowness. Clean up by 

removing unused files or programs.  
 

• Is your workspace dusty?  Excessive heat inside your computer can lead to issues.  If the fans are 
being blocked by too much dust, it can lead to thermal damage. Keep your work area clean 
and dust-free! 

 
• Have you rebooted lately?  Rebooting can help clean out temporary files and let your 

system run any pending updates.  
 

• Is your hardware failing?  If you think your computer may have physical issues, this is 
when you should fill out a Help Ticket for the tech support person at your school. 

 

Pete Hicks 
Asst. Director, 
Instructional 
Technology 

Upcoming Online State Testing Windows: 
 
 
11/28/16 - 12/9/16      High School   SATP2 
 
11/28/16 - 12/16/16 High School   MAP 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Og_S_E7UmPQ

