
 

 

     
 
 

 

 

 

Parents, 

      Next year brings many exciting 

experiences and learning 

opportunities as our students 

move into sixth grade. In an effort 

to prepare your child for the 

upcoming school year, this 

newsletter includes readiness 

information, resources, and 

activities he/ she can use during 

the summer to help retain 

previously learned skills, prepare 

for new material, and begin the 

new academic year ready to learn.  

Have a fun, safe summer!  
 

 
 

 

Language Arts 
The student can… 

 analyze how chapters of a book, scenes of a 
play, or stanzas of a poem fit into the overall 
structure of the piece and contribute to the 
development of ideas or themes. 

 gain knowledge from materials that make 
extensive use of elaborate diagrams and data to 
convey information and illustrate concepts. 

 evaluate the argument and specific claims in 
written materials or a speech, and distinguish 
claims that are supported by reasons and 
evidence from claims that are not. 

 present claims and findings to others orally, 
sequencing ideas logically, and accentuating 
main ideas or themes. 

 write arguments that provide clear reasons and 
relevant evidence, using credible sources. 

 write brief reports that examine a topic, have a 
clear focus, and include relevant facts, details, 
and quotations. 

 conduct short research projects to answer a 
question, drawing on several sources and 
sharpening the focus based on the research 
findings. 

 review and paraphrase key ideas and multiple 
perspectives of a speaker. 

 recognize variations from standard English in his 
or her own and others’ writing and speaking, and 
using this knowledge to improve language use. 

 determine the correct meaning of a word based 
on the context in which it is used (e.g., the rest of 
the sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence).  

 produce writing on the computer.  

 write legibly in cursive. 

 read for 60 minutes in one sitting without pause 
to build endurance. 



 

Math 
The student can… 

 understand ratios and rates, and solve 
problems involving proportional relationships  
(e.g., if it took 7 hours to mow 4 lawns, then at 
that rate, how many lawns could be mowed in 
35 hours? At what rate were lawns being 
mowed?). 

 divide fractions and solve related word 
problems (e.g., how wide is a rectangular strip 
of land with length 3⁄4 mile and area 1⁄2 square 
mile?). 

 use positive and negative numbers together to 
describe quantities; understand the ordering 
and absolute values of positive and negative 
numbers. 

 work with variables and expressions by 
generalizing the way numbers work (e.g., 
when adding numbers, the order doesn’t 
matter, so  x + y = y + x; likewise, properties of 
addition and multiplication can be used to 
rewrite 24x + 18y as 6(4x + 3y), or y + y + y as 
3y). 

 understand the process of solving simple 
equations. 

 write equations to solve word problems and 
describe relationships between quantities (e.g., 
the distance D traveled by a train in time T 
might be expressed by an equation D = 85T, 
where D is in miles and T is in hours). 

 reason about relationships between shapes to 
determine area, surface area, and volume.  
 
 

Parent Expectations 

The parent… 
 speaks positively about school and staff. If you 

are excited about learning, your child will, too. 

 communicates with teachers and signs weekly 
folder. 

 takes time to talk about the school day. 

 helps with homework. 

 ensures student is prepared for school with 
needed items and supplies. 

 ensures the student gets plenty of rest each 
night. 

 makes attendance at school a priority. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

To provide your child with the 

best start to the upcoming school 

year you can… 

 take time each day to talk to your child about 
anything and everything. 

 have your child read independently every day. 
Ask them to tell you about the reading.    

 watch the news together and discuss it.  

 urge your child to use logical arguments to 
defend his or her opinion. 

 visit the websites below for fun and engaging 
activities to do when your child is “bored.”  

 involve your child in activities and games that 
require listening and following directions. 

 support your child’s independence and 
encourage responsibility by having them pack for 
a trip or weekend outing, care for belongings, 
help prepare meals, complete chores around the 
house, and assist with other everyday activities.     

 provide opportunities to interact with other 
children. 

 encourage work values such as effort, 
persistence, and initiative. 

 

 
 

 

Kids who read during the summer 
can BEAT the Summer Slide! 

Click on the links below for FREE and 
engaging resources. 

 

ALSDE-Summer Reading Challenge 
Understood 
Reading Rockets 
Scholastic Reading Game-"Homebase"  

Learning Today… 

   Leading Tomorrow 
 

Summer Learning    

Challenge 

https://www.alsde.edu/sec/comm/pages/summer-learning.aspx
http://www.understood.org/
http://www.readingrockets.org/
http://www.scholastic.com/homebase


 

 

Sixth Grade Recommended Summer Reading List 

1. Absolutely Normal Chaos  
by Sharon Creech 

2. Belle Prater’s Boy 

by Ruth White 

3. Bridge to Terabithia 

by Katherine Paterson, Donna Diamond (illus.)  

4. Catherine, Called Birdy 

by Karen Cushman  

5. The Complete Chronicles of Narnia    

by C. S. Lewis, Chris Van Allsburg (illus.)  

6. The Egypt Game 

by Zilpha Keatley Snyder, Alton Raible (illus.) 

7. The Giver 
by Lois Lowry 

8. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone 

by J. K. Rowling 

9. I Heard the Owl Call My Name 

by Margaret Craven 

10. The Island 

by Gary Paulsen 

11. Maniac Magee 

by Jerry Spinelli 

12. The Midwife's Apprentice 

by Karen Cushman 

13. The Phantom Tollbooth 

by Norton Juster, Jules Feiffer (illus.) 

14. The River   by Gary Paulsen 

15. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 

by Mildred D. Taylor 

16. Summer of My German Soldier 

by Bette Greene 

17. Where the Red Fern Grows 

by Wilson Rawls 

18. The Wish Giver, Three Tales of Coven Tree 

by Bill Brittain, Andrew Glass (illus.) 

19. Words of Stone 

by Kevin Henkes 

20. Wringer 

by Jerry Spinelli 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIXTH GRADE READING SIGHT WORD LIST 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIXTH GRADE READING SIGHT WORD LIST 



 

 

100 Sixth Grade Challenge Words   

accommodate 
adversary 
apprehensive 
aptitude 
attentive 
banish 
barricade 
bluff 
brackish 
brandish 
circumference 
commotion 
concoction 
conspicuous 
contortion 
counter 
cunning 
debris 
foresight 
fragrance 
furtive 
grueling 
gusto 
habitation 
hasten 
headway 
eavesdrop 
egregious 
ember 
emerge 
engross 
exaperation 
exhilerate 

falter 
foresight 
fragrance 
furtive 
grueling 
gusto 
habitation 
hasten 
headway 
ignite 
illuminate 
imperious 
jabber 
jargon 
jostle 
jut 
kindle 
knoll 
luminous 
malleable 
materialize 
meander 
meticulous 
misgivings 
momentum 
monotonous 
multitude 
muster 
narrate 
obscure 
ominous 
outlandish 
persistent 
pertinent 

plenteous 
potential 
precipice 
pristine 
quell 
recluse 
recuperate 
replenish 
repugnant 
restitution 
sabotage 
scarcity 
scurry 
serenity 
sociable 
somber 
specimen 
stamina 
subside 
swagger 
swarm 
tactic 
terse 
translucent 
uncanny 
unsightly 
versatile 
vigilant 
vulnerable 
waft 
waver 
weather 
zeal 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


