  

GETTING STARTED
Our schools are working to
improve teaching and learning
to make sure that all children will
graduate high school with the
skills they need to be successful.
In mathematics, this means there
will be some major changes.
Teachers will concentrate on
teaching a more focused set of
major math concepts and skills.
This will allow students time to
master important ideas and skills
in a more organized way
throughout the year and from
one grade to the next. It will also
call for teachers to use rich and
challenging math content and
to engage students in solving
real-world problems in order to
inspire greater interest in
mathematics.

TIPS FOR PARENTS FROM PARENTS
• Be Positive About Math: If you were
not good at math, your child does
not have to know. If you have a
good attitude, your child will too.
• Talk With Your Child: Sitting down
and listening to your child talk
about math problems may be hard
but it’s a way to show you care.
• Have High Expectations: It’s ok to
set the bar high for your child as
long as you are there to give
support along the way.
• Respect the way your child learns:
Every person is unique and that
means we all learn and work
differently.
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WHAT TO EXPECT

  

Here are a few ways Common Core Math classes will be different from last year’s math classes:
• More hands-on style learning for all students
• Developing an understanding of how and
why math works
• A wider variety of problem-solving strategies
(not only learning the traditional strategy)

  

• Fewer papers coming home
• Multiplication AND division fact fluency tests
(Students will need to answer basic facts
with speed and accuracy.)

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

You are an important part of your child’s
education. Here are some ways you can help.
• Play math games with your child. For
example, “I’m thinking of two numbers
whose product is between 20 and 30. How
many numbers can you think of that would
answer this problem?” Answers will include
8x3=24, 7x4=28, etc. Have your child explain
the answers.
• Encourage your child to write or describe
numbers in different ways. For example,
what are some different ways to make
1450? 1450=1 thousand, 4 hundreds, 5 tens,
and 0 ones, or 1,000+450, etc.
• Using everyday objects allow your child to
explore fractions. For example, use
measuring cups to show how many 1/3’s are
in a whole.
• Encourage your child to stick with problems
even though they seem difficult. This will
show that everyone can learn math.

• More student-centered learning with math
talk.

• Praise your child when he or she makes an
effort and share in the excitement when he
or she solves a problem or understands
something for the first time.
• Don’t be afraid to reach out to your child’s
teacher. You are an important part of your
child’s education. Ask to see a sample of
your child’s work or bring a sample with
you. Ask the teacher questions like:
Ø Is my child at the level where he/she
should be at this point of the school year?
Ø Where is my child excelling? How can I
support this success?
Ø What do you think is giving my child the
most trouble? How can I help my child
improve in this area?
Ø What can I do to help my child with
upcoming work?

A glimpse of what third graders will be
learning in mathematics (these are MAJOR
focus areas):
• Understand the meaning of
multiplication and division and how they
are related.
• Work through problems involving equalsized groups, arrays, and area models.
• Develop an understanding of fractions
with denominators limited to 2, 3, 4, 6,
and 8.
• Use fractions to represent numbers equal
to 1, less than 1, and greater than 1.
• Be able to solve problems comparing
the size of fractions.
• Measure the area of a shape.
• Understand that rectangles made from
rows and columns can be broken down
into equal rows or columns.
• Describe, analyze, compare, and classify
2-D shapes using the features of the
shapes.

