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Senior Send Off
The beginning of the end is said to be bittersweet, and this is certainly the case for 
Coyote senior, Dawson Crysler, as he progresses through his final year at RSISD. 
Since his transfer as an eighth grader in 2012, Dawson has made great friends and 
priceless memories along the way, and mentions how much he will miss all the 
students, teachers, and coaches when he graduates. When asked what he considers 
his proudest moment to be, he recalled his part he played in the historical ninth state 
championship secured by the Coyote football team in 2019. When not in school, 
Dawson enjoys his work at his family-owned body shop with his father, so much so 
that he intends on carrying on this business once he has completed the necessary 
education. Not only does he enjoy his work in the shop, he loves to spend his 
downtime with his girlfriend, Madia, who is also a senior this year. His time left in 
school may be short, but we know he will enjoy every last moment, and we wish him 
all the best in his future endeavors.

      Coyote Football
9/4: Austin Royals @home 7:30
9/10: Crowell @Throckmorton 7:30
9/17: Dazzarout @Guthrie 7:30
9/25: Ft.Worth Covenant @home 7:30
10/2: San Antonio Feast @home 7:30
10/9: Rochelle @Rochelle 7:30
10/16: Cherokee @home 7:30
10/23: Mullin @Mullin 7:30
10/30: Prairie Lee @Prairie Lee 7:30
11/6: Lohn @home 7:30
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Between spending time with her precious grandchildren and more than 
one hundred students to look after, Principal Rhonda Wyatt certainly 
has a full plate to keep her busy. The majority of her thirteen year 
career in education has been as a part of the RSISD family, as she 
begins her eleventh year. Despite the stress of the pandemic, she 
states that she is excited to be back at school and see this school year 
through. Her biggest concern moving forward is to ensure her staff and 
students are following the COVID restrictions, remaining safe and in 
good health. She is eager to see how this school year progresses and 
to cheer the Coyotes students on as they strive for excellence in all 
they choose to do. There is little that can be done to change the fact 
that there is an ongoing pandemic, but Mrs. Wyatt feels that doing our 
part and following the guidelines will eventually bring about some sort 
of normalcy, and we all look forward to this proving true. 

A former Marine and current National Guard Chaplain, Mack Elkin 
brings twelve years of pastoral experience to the Richland Springs 
Baptist Church, which is the home for the Coyotes for Christ youth 
program and newly expanded Monday Children’s Church program. 
Pastor Mack states that the greatest surprise in moving to Richland 
Springs with his family has been to see God’s works within the church 
and community, such as the establishment of a food pantry, the delivery 
of fresh produce weekly to community members, and the revampment 
of Monday church with extended hours. His vision for Monday church 
is to see that students of all ages gain enrichment not just in biblical 
studies, but also gain practical knowledge and skills in various focuses 
or interests to help our young people to be better equipped for their 
bright futures. 
When asked what advice he would give to students hoping to pursue a 
career in our Nation’s Armed Forces, he expressed his gratitude for his 
time in the Marine Corps and the opportunities it afforded him to 
experience different cultures and pursue his educational interests. His 
commitment to education did not end once his Master’s Degree in 
Business was completed, as even with a 
successful corporate career, he could not
ignore the desire he felt to join the ministry 
and fulfill his true calling. His pastoral 
service may have begun in Florida, but 
both the congregation and Community 
are grateful that he and his family now
proudly call Richland Springs their home. 

Twelve year Richland Springs faculty member, Mrs. Esmerelda Soto, 
states that she loves working with her Coyote family and so enjoys her 
time with them. She is beloved by students campus-wide, and states that 
they never fail to bring a smile to her face. 
When asked about the changes made due to the ongoing pandemic and 
concern for the spread of COVID-19, Mrs. Soto detailed some of the 
changes made to accommodate the elevated demand in order to ensure 
that classrooms are stocked with essential items. Mrs. Soto is well-known 
for her incredible attention to detail when it comes to the cleanliness of 
our campus, so her daily routine hasn’t seen many changes as she 
continues to keep everything running smoothly. While she admits, she 
hopes these requirements will not be long-lasting, and sees our 
small-town school as a blessing during times such as these. 
We asked Mrs. Soto if she could recall the funniest moment she has 
witnessed while working on campus. While she gave no specifics, she 
has seen a few students attempt to run across freshly mopped floors, and 
she had to admit their wipeouts had a humorous side. 

No one keeps it real like our 25 year veteran history teacher, and 13 year R.S.I.S.D. educator, Mr. 
Nelson Smith, and he states that teaching after the extended break from the classroom has made 
the “house breaking process” a bit of a doozy, but he is happy to be back regardless of this hurdle. 
When asked to further elaborate on his experiences as a Coyote, the proud, homegrown 1972 
graduate, explained his family ties to Richland Springs and all that means to him. He went on to 
earn his degree from Tarleton State University and taught elsewhere for 12 years before returning 
home and settling down here for the last 13 years with his family. When asked about the new 
regulations for schools, he might’ve used adjectives like boring or annoying when explaining the 
cleaning and face coverings, but confirms that he is sticking to the guidelines. Questioning Mr. 
Smith about how annoying wearing a mask has been is one question that couldn’t be avoided, and 
he laughed while stating that he would rate this requirement to be in the negatives on a scale of 1 
to 10, but believes this to be temporary and is just grateful to be back to doing what he loves. 
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                       Tana Lusty is a proud member of the 
                       Coyote class of 1998, and considers herself 
                       fortunate to be a part of the legacy that her
                    family has claimed throughout many 
                  generations. The twelve year veteran, and 

current secretary of the RSISD School Board, states that she 
believes getting back in the classroom in the midst of this pandemic 
will have a positive impact for kids within our community because 
education is  essential. When asked how difficult it was to be both a 
parent and a school board member, she explains, “It has been an 
easy task, as my kids knew that the two were separate and weren’t 
allowed to use my position for any reason whatsoever. My concern 
is doing what is best for the kids, and I believe in staying neutral.” 
When asked what they have in the works for the school, Mrs. Lusty 
states that plans to build a new gym is in the works along with 
technological advancements to better equip our students and staff 
alike. 
One aspect that is clear to all is how much Tana values volunteering 
and being intentional about helping others in whatever capacity she 
can. Along with her commitment to the school board and being an 
active member of the Howlers Club, she spends a great deal of time 
working on a cause near and dear to her heart: supporting Marine 
families as they navigate the uncertainties of their loved ones 
joining the Corps and what that commitment looks like for their 
families. Whether it be her impact made within the halls of our 
school or within the community, her dedication to this school and 
the advice given is appreciated.
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