Scott Foresman Sound/Spelling Card Placement
Purpose

The sound/spelling cards that are provided with Scott Foresman Reading Street, are designed to provide students with support for decoding and encoding text. These create a visual relationship between sounds and spelling patterns. It is important that first and second graders have these cards available to refer to throughout the day while reading and writing.

Placement
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Placement is critical for the sound/spelling cards cards. Students should have visual access to these cards at all times. They need to be placed logically. For example, consonants and short vowels can be placed together in alphabetical order.

Long vowels should be placed together.
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Digraphs should be grouped together. Place ending consonant blends together also. 
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Diphthongs and r-controlled vowels should be placed side by side too.
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Strategic placement of cards helps children to differentiate the complexities of the sound and spelling patterns in the English language.

Tips

· Two sets of sound/spelling cards per classroom are necessary.
· Margins may be trimmed to allow more room for appropriate placement.

· On cards that have multiple spellings, the untaught spellings must be covered with a sticky note. Remove the sticky note as the spellings are taught. 
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· Laminate cards.

· Review the cards daily by having children say the name, sound, and spelling on each card. Review using a variety of combinations. For example, on Monday review only consonants. Then on Tuesday, review short and long vowels, etc. The purpose for varying the daily review is to help the children internalize the patterns, not merely memorize.

Contact Marilyn Howell, Curriculum and Instruction, with questions.
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