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Essential Questions 
 

● How can individuals design and shape their destiny? 
● How do historical events shape literature? 

   

Enduring Understandings with Unit Goals 
 
EU 1: Literature plays a role in societal change. 

● Analyze how various authors use character development to convey major themes. 
● Examine how literature draws from societal events. 
● Examine author’s purpose 

    
      EU 2: Informational text deepens our experiences with literature.  

● Examine informational text for structure. 
● Compare and contrast the literature with real world events, both past and present. 
● Explain how the informational text may have influenced the author. 

  
EU 3: Effective writers develop their voice and style, through reflection and improvement.  

● Engage in the multi-process writing to compose a piece of narrative writing using the elements 
of dystopian literature. 

     
 

Standards 
Common Core State Standards: 

● RL.6.1 Cite text evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

● RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 
text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

● RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story or plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the   
characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

● RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 
meaning and tone 

● RL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text 
● W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 
● W.6.3B Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop 

experiences, events, and/or characters. 
● W. 6.3.D Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey 

experiences and events. 
● W.6.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite 

sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources. 
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● W.6.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

● W.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
● L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking. 
● L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 
● L.6.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
● L.6.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words using many strategies. 

 
 

ISAAC Vision of the Graduate Competencies 
 

Competency 1: Write effectively for a variety of purposes. 
Competency 2: Speak to diverse audiences in an accountable manner. 
Competency 3: Develop the behaviors needed to interact and contribute with others on a team. 
Competency 4: Analyze and solve problems independently and collaboratively. 
Competency 5: Be responsible, creative, and empathetic members of the community. 

●  

 
Unit Content Overview 

 

1. Short Stories 

2. Key Terms: Theme, Literary Devices- (foreshadowing, suspense, alliteration, irony, metaphor, simile, 
onomatopoeia, imagery, personification, hyperbole, symbolism) Plot Elements-exposition, rising action, 
climax, falling action, denouement, conflict, character development, symbolism, characterization, 
inference, point of view, summarization. 

3. Vocabulary: Dystopia, Utopia, Conformity, Propaganda, Protagonist, Antagonist, Foreshadow, 
Alliteration, Suspense, Irony. (Vocabulary per story)  
 
4. Grammar: (capitalization, parts of speech, verb tenses, punctuation, homophones, run on sentences, 
sentence fragments) 

Interdisciplinary Connection: 
● Social Studies-geography, culture, history 
● Art-Illustrations 
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Daily Learning Objectives with Do Now Activities 
Students will be able to… 

● Access and discuss their background knowledge with an anticipation guide. 
o What do you know about the word dystopia? What does it sound like? What do you think it might mean? 

● Analyze plot elements such as exposition, rising and falling action as well as climax and denouement  
o Think about your favorite TV show. Based on that show, put the following story elements in order. 

(Rising action, exposition(explanation), resolution, climax, conflict)  
● Examine the elements found in dystopian literature, including suspense, foreshadowing and irony 
● Implement context clues to determine meaning of unknown words. 

o What are some strategies that good readers use to figure out unknown words? 
● Apply close reading strategies to understand text. 

o How does marking the text help us to connect more deeply with what we are reading? 
● Distinguish and apply literary devices  

o How do we paint pictures with our words? Choose two of the following literary devices and tell me 
what you know, or create one of your own. (Metaphor, simile, personification, onomatopoeia, 
hyperbole) 

● Distinguish between the three types of conflict. (man vs. man, man vs. himself, man vs. nature) 
● Examine the literature for conflict and defend your choice 
● Evaluate the way characters are developed throughout the story 
● Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects 

of a character, or provoke a decision  
● Determine a theme or central idea of a text 
● Analyze theme development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters.  
● Plan and develop plot, setting and characters 
● Implement the 6+1 writing traits for development of narrative writing piece (Ideas, organization, word 

choice, voice, conventions, fluency) 
● Develop writing using revision and feedback 
● Create a piece of narrative, dystopian fiction using plot elements, character development and literary 

devices. 
● Demonstrate content knowledge for success on unit exam 

 

Instructional Strategies/Differentiated Instruction 
● Whole group instruction 
● Small group instruction 
● Guided notes 
● Modeling 
● Student-led instruction 
● Anchor charts 
● Think-Pair-Share 
● Journaling 
● Graphic Organizer 
● Accountable Talk 
● Homework 
● Word walls with visuals 
● Audiobooks 
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Assessments 
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS:  

● Journal responses 
● Exit Slips 
● Accountable Talk Discussions 
● Do Now 
● Grammar practice 
● Reading check assessments 
● TED Talk reflection 
● Graphic organizers 
● Homework 

 
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS: 

● Vocabulary Quizzes 
● Literary Devices, Figurative Language and Plot Elements Quizzes 
● Narrative Writing- Dystopian Narrative  

 

Unit Task 
Unit Task Name: Dystopian Narrative 

Description: This performance task gives students a chance to demonstrate their understanding of how author’s 
use literature to examine the roles of individuals in society. (EU1). Students will craft and present a short story 
narrative using dystopian literature techniques and devices, including but not limited to, irony, foreshadowing 
and suspense. Students will base their stories around the understanding that individual choice is a major 
thematic component in dystopian literature. (EU1) Students will have read several stories that center around the 
idea of “groupthink”. Students will develop characters and plot lines that address the concept of internal and 
external conflict to draw upon both past and current societal major events to develop their narratives. (EU2) 
Students will also use their understanding of effective written communication (EU3) to craft narratives, using 
major themes found in dystopian literature, to both engage and compel the reader.  

Evaluation: Summative Assessment and Future Rubric in the 2021-2022 school year. 

 

Unit Resources 
! Elements of the Short  ! Story Anchor Charts 
! Charles  ! Photos 
! The Lottery Harrison  ! Bergeron Film 
! All Summer In A Day ! The Lottery Film 
! The Sniper  ! Databases 
! The Tell-Tale Heart  ! Worksheets 
! The Monkey’s Paw  ! Laptops 
! Harrison Bergeron  

 


