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SPORTS

By Tony Bolick
The Courier-Tribune

ASHEBORO — It may have 
been the roar heard ‘round 
Randolph County. It was cer-
tainly a roar in the Asheboro 
High School Media Center.

Tuesday afternoon, with 
a host of football  play-
ers, staff, media and others 
in attendance, AHS prin-
cipal  Dr.  Penny Crooks 
introduced jayvee coach and 
2007 Asheboro High School 
alum Blake  Brewer as the 
new head football coach for 
the Blue Comets. Brewer has 
been head jayvee coach since. 
2013 and takes over follow-
ing a search that started at 

the first of the month.
As Dr. Brooks spilled the 

beans and called Brewer’s 
name, the students and play-
ers filling the media center 
erupted in celebration of the 
news.

“I love it. The support’s 
o v e r w h e l m i n g , ”  s a i d  a 
beaming Brewer after the 
announcement. “I thought 
I had a lot of nerves in the 
interview process. But to see 
all the support from these 
guys, it touches my heart.

“I think they know I’m 
going to give it all I’ve got and 
I think that’s what they’re so 
excited about.

Brewer is a former quarter-
back with the Blue Comets, a 
2007 graduate and has been 
the head coach of the jayvee 
squad for six seasons. He says 
the decision to go for the job 
was a simple one given that 
it is the pinnacle of the coach 

profession in his book.
“I’ve always wanted to be 

here. This is not a resume 
builder or a stepping stone. 
This is the end-all destina-
tion for me,” Brewer said. 
“When I played here, this was 
my goal, I want to be the head 
coach here one day. It’s great 
that it happened so early for 
me and the timing was right.”

Dr. Crooks, who was part 
of the initial search com-
mittee and the three-person 
secondary committee who 
worked the process through 
the final stages was as excited 
about the pick as the players.

“250 percent. Just abso-
lutely over the moon,” she 
said. “I think that Mr. Brewer 
… he’s a former Blue Comets, 
he’s got the heart of a Blue 
Comet and that’s what our 
team needs moving forward.”

A little home Brewer

By Tony Bolick
The Courier-Tribune

T h e  R a n d o l p h  S p o r t s 
Council held its winter ban-
quet Monday night at Snyder 
Farms Restaurant, honoring 
the sportsmanship award 
winners for males and females 
at each of the Asheboro City 
and Randolph County public 
high schools. The winners (left 
to right) were Asheboro’s Leah 
Reid and Dyvon McKinney, 

Eastern Randolph’s Gerrilyn 
Milligan and Landon Collins, 
Providence Grove’s Travis 
Boone and Kaitlin Sexton, 
Randleman’s Brandon Price 
and Makenzie Webster, 
Southwestern Randolph’s 
Luke Dalke and Sarah Crews, 
Trinity’s Luke Gentry and 
Faith Bogue and Wheatmore’s 
E t h a n  O a k l e y  a n d  E r i n 
Lambeth. Kim Lewellen, 
women’s head golf coach 
at Wake Forest University,  

addressed the gathering as 
guest speaker for the banquet. 

Sportsmanship winners honored

New Asheboro High School Football Coach Blake Brewer addresses 
the crowd gathered at the AHS Media Center for Tuesday’s press 
conference announcing Brewer’s hiring Tuesday afternoon [PAUL 
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By Bob Sutton
Burlington Times-News

RALEIGH – For all that
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e
seemed to have going for
it Monday night against
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  t h e 
Wolfpack’s self-reflec-
tion revealed a missing 
element.

N.C. State wasn’t tough 
enough.

Garrison Brooks broke 
down the Wolfpack with 
alarming frequency and 
N.C. State went down to
defeat by 75-65 to its big-
gest rival at PNC Arena.

“When you look at his
stat line,” Wolfpack coach 
Kevin Keatts said, “I think
he completely kicked our
butt.”

B r o o k s  p r o d u c e d  2 5 
points and 11 rebounds to 
go with frontcourt mate 
Armando Bacot’s 11 points 
and 11 rebounds.

So even with center 
Manny Bates back in action 
for the host Wolfpack after 
a two-game absence based 
on concussion symptoms, 
N.C. State didn’t have 
enough answers in the 
post.

The Tar Heels held a 
42-31 rebounding advan-
tage. They grabbed 14 
offensive boards (com-
pared to the Wolfpack’s 20 
defensive rebounds).

The total rebound num-
bers marked N.C. State’s 
third-largest rebounding

deficit of the season, but 
the largest negative gap in 
Atlantic Coast Conference 
play.

“We lost the game with 
mental and physical tough-
ness inside the paint,” 
Keatts said after his team 
lost consecutive games for 
the first time this season.

Brooks has done this 
to other teams recently, 
reaching the 25-point 
mark for the third time in 
a seven-game span.

“Garrison Brooks was 
killing us,” N.C. State 
post player DJ Funderburk 
said. “He was outworking 
us. He had more energy 
than us. We just got to get 
tougher.”

Bates logged 16 ½ min-
utes, which were about 
four more than Keatts 
said he planned on. With 
Jericole Hellems in foul 
trouble, it  altered the 
rotation.

Keatts said Bates isn’t 
back to form, particularly 
on the offensive end.

“He’s only a shell of
himself,” Keatts said. “He 
can’t go long stretches.”

With the score tied in 
the waning seconds of the 
first half, Bacot scored in 
the lane and was fouled 
with less than six seconds 
on the clock. He missed the 
ensuing free throw, but 
Brooks snared the carom 
and scored on a putback 
for a four-point edge.

T h a t  s e e m e d  l i k e  a 
defining sequence. The 
Wolfpack (14-7 overall, 5-5 

Problems in 
Raleigh for 
N.C. State

Jayvee coach and
former AHS quarterback 
Blake Brewer named
new Asheboro head
football coach

North Carolina’s Armando Bacot goes after a rebound with N.C. 
State’s Manny Bates during the first half of N.C. State’s game 
against UNC at PNC Arena in Raleigh, Monday. UNC won 75-65.  
[ETHAN HYMAN/THE NEWS & OBSERVER VIA AP]

Wolfpack have
questions aft er 
tattering from UNC

[CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS]

Kim Lewellen

Federer saves 7 match 
points in Australia

By Howard Fendrich
The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia  — 
Roger Federer was not going to 
go gently, of course, no matter 
how daunting the number of 
match points — his opponent 
accumulated seven! — no 
matter how achy his 38-year-
old legs, no matter how slow 
his serves, no matter how off-
target his groundstrokes.

Federer still plays for the 
love of these stages and cir-
cumstances. Still yearns for 
more trophies, too. Down to 
his very last gasp, time and 
again, against someone a 
decade younger, 100th-ranked 
Tennys Sandgren of the United 
States, Federer somehow 
pulled off a memorable come-
back to reach the Australian 
Open semifinals for the 15th 
time.

Despite all sorts of signs he 
was not quite himself for much 
of the match, Federer beat the 
biceps-baring, hard-hitting, 
court-covering Sandgren 

6-3, 2-6, 2-6, 7-6 (8), 6-3 on 
Tuesday in a rollicking quar-
terfinal that appeared to be 
over long before it truly was.

“For the most time there, I 
thought that was it. Of course, 
there's little sparkles where 
maybe not. Then you're like, 
'No, it IS over,'” said Federer, 
who only once before had won 
after facing as many as seven 

match points, equaling his per-
sonal best from all the way back 
in 2003. “Only maybe when I 
won that fourth set did I really 
think that, maybe, this whole 
thing could turn around.”

He said afterward that it had 
been his groin muscle that was 
the problem and he couldn't be 

Djokovic up next

Switzerland’s Roger Federer reacts after defeating Tennys Sandgren 
of the U.S. during their quarterfi nal match at the Australian Open 
tennis championship in Melbourne, Australia, Tuesday. [AP PHOTO/LEE 

JIN-MAN]
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