WEEK 6
May 4-8
11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.

PBS Arkansas Shows and Times
America Revealed

America Revealed explores the hidden patterns and rhythms that make America work.

Reconnecting Roots

Portraying American life across the past six generations, this series exhibits the American
journey of unbounded progress with the hope of understanding how exactly we fit in and why.

Expeditions with
Patrick McMillan

This series overflows with compelling wildlife and wilderness footage captured in the United
States and beyond. McMillan's passion and contagious enthusiasm for the natural world is
evident as he journeys across America.

Expedition with
Stephen Blackshall

Head into the unknown with naturalist Steve Backshall as he journeys to the world’s last
unexplored places and faces challenges around the globe, encountering extraordinary wildlife
and meeting remarkable people along the way.

Earth Focus

An environmental news magazine that features investigative reports and in-depth stories about
our changing environment and how it affects people around the world.

10 that Changed
America

Host Geoffrey Baer takes viewers across the country to the legendary streets, parks,
monuments and man-made marvels that changed America.

Get the Math

By engaging students in algebra’s connection to a variety of careers, GET THE MATH answers
the age-old question, “How is this ever going to help me in the real world?”

Glaciers of the Winds

Glaciers of the Winds is a documentary on the scientific exploration and retreat of the glaciers
in the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming. PBS looks at the big picture of how receding alpine
glaciers will affect the ecosystem, municipalities, farmers, and ranchers downstream.

SciGirls

SciGirls showcases bright, curious, real tween girls putting science, technology, engineering and
math (STEM) to work in their everyday lives.

The Forgotten Coast:
Return to Wild Florida

Following in the footsteps of a wandering Florida black bear, three friends leave civilization and
enter a lost American wilderness on a rugged thousand-mile journey by foot, paddle and bike.
The expedition encounters stunning and rare wildlife including black bears, manatees, alligators,
ancient river fish and endangered woodpeckers.

Literacy Corner
Choose 4-6 literacy learning opportunities to practice your reading, writing and communication skills. Don’t
forget to grab a good book and read daily.
●

Presentation: Time for YOU to be the expert! Make a presentation about something you learned this week. Be sure
to include facts and pictures. This can be done on paper, poster, google presentation, etc. You can present for
family at home or video chat with family and friends for a learning experience for all!
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●

Create a Playlist: An episode of Reconnecting Roots this week explores the ways that technology has made it
possible for music to bring people together over the past few generations. Create a playlist of songs that represent
your life. Why did you make the choices you made? How does the music connect to your life? What kind of
technology would you use to share this playlist with family and friends?

●

Design a Green Space: This week on 10 Things that Changed America, we learned about 10 city parks that had a
huge impact on the ways that neighborhood and urban areas have been developed to create green spaces for
people to enjoy. Think about a location near you (or imagine a place) and draw a plan to develop that area into a
green space. Write a description of this new green space and explain how you might use it. Be sure to use sensory
details and action verbs in your explanation!

●

Survival Guide for Humans: In Earth Focus: Urban Habitat, we learned that wildlife in Los Angeles County has
adapted to being in the urban areas--coyotes have learned how to cross the street by using the traffic lights! If we
humans were transplanted to a new habitat, what would we need to learn from animals in order to survive? Create a
3-section brochure of survival lessons from the perspective of an animal of your choice. Consider sections such as
shelter, food, and predators. Use illustrations and captions to support your ideas. *Fold a
piece of paper into thirds to make the brochure.

●

Read an Article: Read “The Art of Singing” and answer the questions.

●

Journal Writing: Begin keeping a daily journal or diary on the current pandemic.

●

Write an Adventure Story: In Forgotten Coast: Return to Wild Florida, Mallory, Joe, and Carlton must work together
as they follow the ‘path of the bears’ and explore 1,000 miles of Florida’s forests and coastal lands. Each of them
has a specific role or job on each day of their trip so that they stay safe and are successful. Write a story where
three friends go on an adventure and explore a jungle or forest. Think about important story elements--Who are the
characters? What are their jobs during the exploration? Where are they going? What are they trying to discover?

●

FREE Choice- What are your interests? Choose a topic and create a document, presentation or performance that will
teach someone else about your topic.

Math Mania:
Choose 3 to 4 math learning opportunities to build and reinforce your math skills.
●

ALEKS: If you have internet access, it is recommended that your child utilize ALEKS with built-in instruction to
support math learning at least 3 days a week. https://www.aleks.com/login

●

Khan Academy: If you have internet access, it is recommended that your child utilize the Khan Academy modules
with built-in instruction to support math learning at least 3 days a week. Select your grade level or type in the web
address and select the GET STARTED button. (Counts as one each day) If needed students may select a different
grade, regardless of age.
5th grade math
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-fifth-grade-math
6th grade math
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-sixth-grade-math
7th grade math
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-seventh-grade-math
8th grade math
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-eighth-grade-math
Algebra I

●

Are We There Yet? Every year, arctic terns fly from the arctic to the antarctic and back, a distance of about 9000
miles each way. Suppose the birds fly at an average speed of 25 miles per hour for 12 hours a day. How many
days of flying would be necessary to make the roundtrip? (Hint: The distance traveled by a moving object can be
found using its rate and time. Calculating distance is important for railroad companies, airlines, and trucking
firms, as well as family travelers on vacation.)

●

Site A! Site B! Archaeologists noticed differences in the types of
evidence found at five dig sites. The table shows the percentages
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of material found at each site. Using this information, which two sites seem the most alike?
●

Distance Driving: A
 car is travelling along at a constant
rate of speed, as depicted in the graph. Use the
information in the graph to the right to e
 xplore the
following questions.
1. How far did the car travel in one hour?
2. How far did the car travel in six hours?
3. How fast is the car traveling?
4. How long does it take the car to travel 220
kilometers?
5. How long does it take the car to travel 560
kilometers?

●

Highway Miles: A friend of mine came to me the other day
with a question about her new car. She asked, "My car
gets 30 miles per gallon when I drive on the highway and
25 miles per gallon when I drive in the city. How many
highway miles do I drive on a 400-mile trip if the car
consumes 14 gallons of gasoline during this trip?" Solve this problem.

●

Reach Your Goal: Materials: Paper, pencil, and stopwatch (most phones have one). Set a goal of how many
sit-ups you will do per minute. Do as many sit-ups as you can for one minute each day for five days and record the
number you completed (only count whole ones completed). Did you meet your goal? Extension: Write your unit
rate, sit-ups per minute, as a fraction. At your best rate, how many sit-ups could you perform in 10 minutes? How
many in an hour? Do you think your rate would remain the same the entire hour? Why or why not? Repeat this
activity with another exercise.

●

101 and Done: M
 aterials: Paper, pencil, die. The goal in this game is to score as close to 101 points as possible
without going over. Each person takes a turn rolling the die, strategizing to count the number at face value or
multiply it by 10. For example, roll a six and you may keep that number or turn it into 60. The person that gets
closest to 101 without going over wins.

●

Multiplying Integers: M
 aterials: Deck of cards. B
 lack cards (spade and club) are positive numbers and red cards
(heart and diamond) are negative numbers. Cards have the following values:
Ace — 1
Two to 10 — Face value
Jack — 11
Queen — 12
King — 13
Each player draws two cards and multiplies the numbers together. Whoever has the highest hand wins everyone
else's cards. Continue playing until all the cards in the deck are gone. The one with the most cards wins the game!
● Making Lemonade: A
 lemonade recipe calls for the juice of 5 lemons, 2 cups of water, and 2
tablespoons of honey. Invent four new versions of this lemonade recipe:
1. One that would make more lemonade but taste the same as the original recipe.
2. One that would make less lemonade but taste the same as the original recipe.
3. One that would have a stronger lemon taste than the original recipe.
4. One that would have a weaker lemon taste than the original recipe

●

Back-to-Back: Materials: 2 pieces of paper and 2 pencils. Ask two family members to play this game with you.
Two of you stand with your backs together. A third family member says “numbers up,” requiring each competitor
to write a number on a piece of paper within a specified range (Ex. 1-10). The third person multiplies the numbers
together and says the product of the two numbers. Using this information, a competitor wins by stating the other
person’s number first.
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THINK like a Scientist!
Choose at least 2 -3 science learning opportunities for the week.
●

Plant Mystery: In Expeditions with Patrick: Rediscovering Catesby’s Carolina, Patrick explains that we are able to
figure out all the places where Mark Catesby explored based on the plants he collected and described. Go outside
and collect different types of plants. Press them inside of a big book to dry them. Create a Botany journal using
these plants.

●

Effects of Rain: After the next rain, go to your outdoor area. Make observations of the results of the rain, the
location of puddles, the apparent flow of the water to and from your area. How does the flow and gathering of
water affect your outdoor area? Are there any ways that the flow of water could be improved? Explain your
thinking.

●

Earthquake Simulation: Using a bucket of sand, put water in the bucket to get the sand really wet. Place a large
rock on top of the sand. Then hit the sides of the bucket with a stick. What happens to the rock and the area where
the rock is sitting? Why? How might this model resemble an earthquake?
● Crane Comparison: T
 he whooping crane is the tallest bird in North America with a height up to five
feet tall. This crane can have a wingspan that is 7.5-8 feet wide. Measure five feet and compare your
height to the whooping crane. Have family members compare their height to the whooping crane. Mark
off seven to eight feet and observe how wide their wings are spread when they are in flight.
● Catapult Construction: Build a catapult to toss something into the air, like a marshmallow or a
cheese puff. Use materials you have around the house like a spoon or a wooden spoon, rubber bands, tape,
sticks, a ruler, or other household items. Plan your catapult with a drawing. Build your prototype. Test it, and then
adjust your design.

FUN ZONE
★ Get active- dance, do exercises,create an obstacle course, go for a walk or run.
★ Perform- Write and perform an original song or dance.
★ Play a family game (Uno, Heads Up, Battleship, Chess, etc…)
★ Create a masterpiece- Paint or draw
★ Check out the PBS.org for additional learning opportunities for each show.
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The Art of Singing by Kyria Abrahams
(From ReadWorks.org)

About six months ago, Alana finally started taking singing lessons. She’s wanted
to sing ever since she was a young girl, and now she was finally realizing her
dream. Today she auditioned for the lead role in her school’s production of
Annie.
When Alana’s mother took her to see Annie, Alana became inspired to really try
singing. Annie was performed at an old theater called The Palace. The Palace
isn’t like the big multiplex movie theater downtown. For one thing, it was built in
1922 and is considered a historical building. For another, it only has one screen.
The stage at The Palace is decorated in an ornate fashion with red velvet curtains as tall as an oak tree. The Palace only
has a lobby and one room with a stage. The room is very big and the sound echoes through the whole venue. If you were a
loud opera singer, you could perform here and would not need a microphone.
Alana’s favorite thing about The Palace was a series of giant brass pipes high up on the wall. To her, they looked like a
row of teeth. Alana later learned some history about them. As it turned out, they were part of a great big pipe organ.
Back when the theater was first built, movies didn’t have sound. So someone would sit at the edge of the stage and play
songs on the organ. That way, there would be music to go with the movie. These were silent movies, but they didn’t call
them “silent” back then. Many people didn’t think there would be a kind of movie with sound. When movies with sound
came out, they called them “Talkies.” Only then did the once regular movies become known as “Silent Films.”
Alana found out that the organ stopped functioning in the 1960s. Now it’s just a decoration because the music comes
from the movie itself.
When Alana first saw Annie, she knew she wanted to audition for the lead role at some time in her life. She went home and
sang “Tomorrow.” She recorded herself singing and listened back to it, but it didn’t sound as good as she thought it had in
her head.
Her mother explained that singing is a musical talent, like playing any instrument. “You can’t just pick up a trombone or a
guitar and start playing it, can you?”
“No, of course not!”
“Well, your voice is also an instrument. You need to learn how to use it.”
At school, Alana joined a band and the glee club. She learned how to read sheet music and sing scales. She also learned
how to sing harmony and improvise with other students.
As Alana learned how to be a better singer, she learned different techniques. If she held her mouth open in certain ways,
she could make different sounds. She could open her mouth wide and create an open, bright note. Or, she could push her
bottom jaw out and make her voice sound higher. Sometimes, she would scrunch up her face and create a nasal sound.
She loved to experiment with different sounds.
One day her music teacher gave her an assignment to write down her five favorite female singers of the 20th and 21st
centuries. Alana realized she didn’t actually know a lot of singers, so she went to the local library and took out some CDs
to listen to. She wanted to take full advantage of the library’s extensive CD collection.
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These were the five artists she took out of the library:
1. Aretha Franklin
2. Janis Joplin
3. Billie Holiday
4. Whitney Houston
5. Bjork
Each of these women has a very different style of singing. They are all from different times and eras. Billie Holiday was
popular in the 1940s, whereas Janis Joplin was popular in the 1960s. Janis performed at the famous Woodstock music
festival. Whitney Houston had her first radio hit in the 1980s. Bjork is from Iceland and became popular in the early 2000s.
First, Alana put on Aretha Franklin. Aretha is affectionately known as the Queen of Soul. The song “Respect” came on. She
belted out the letters, “R-E-S-P-E-C-T.” Her voice was high pitched and clear. Alana tried to emulate it, but she couldn’t do
it. It just sounded like she was screaming. This is because her range wasn’t high enough.
A “range” represented a certain amount of tones. It is the distance between the lowest note and the highest note a person
can sing. Most people cannot sing as high and as powerfully as Aretha Franklin can.
When Alana tried to hit these high notes, it didn’t sound the same. She lost a lot of power in her voice. Aretha sings high
notes very loudly, but Alana sounded soft and operatic. She realized that there is a very good reason for which Aretha is
known as the Queen of Soul. “She’s amazing!” Alana thought.
Then, Alana put on some Billie Holiday. An old jazz song called “Stormy Weather” played. When she began, her voice
sounded high pitched and a little scratchy, but then she hit the word “weather” and suddenly it was really low. It resonated
in her chest. Alana tried to recreate this. She loosened her neck and shoulders and then breathed in from above her belly
with the diaphragm.
Alana watched her belly get bigger and smaller as she breathed. She pushed with a breathy cry: “we-aaaaather.” She
thought that it sounded pretty good.
Alana ran through the other female artists, doing the same thing. She listened to their voices and tried to copy them. Alana
thought that Bjork sounded kind of silly, whispering and screeching like a child. Janis Joplin screamed from her heart and
soul. Whitney Houston sang powerfully and clearly, like the echoes of a church choir.
Each singer has a different voice because they form the notes in a different way. The human voice is amazing and elastic.
It can stretch in so many different ways. In fact, a person can make different sounds just by choosing where to push the
sound. In singing, this is called “placement.” People can make a note through their nose, their chest, or various locations
throughout their upper body.
As Alana experimented with different ways of singing, she got more comfortable with what her own voice naturally
sounded like. And around this time, it was announced that her school would, in fact, be producing their own performance
of Annie. Alana wanted the lead!
When she auditioned for Annie, she sang very powerfully. She let all the notes resonate from her vocal chords and echo
around in her head.
“The sun’ll come out… tomorrow!” she belted out. “You’re only… a dayyy… a… wayyyyy!”
Her music teacher applauded. “Alana, you’ve been working hard to become a better singer, and it shows. Congratulations.
You’ve got the lead role! You’re our new Annie!”
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When Alana heard this, her dream came true. But she knew her dream didn’t just happen because she wished and hoped it
would. She’d been taking lessons and working hard. Finally, the hard work had paid off. She walked home whistling a
happy little song.

Comprehension Questions
1. What event inspired Alana to really try singing?
A. She learned that The Palace theater had a big pipe organ.
B. She saw Annie at The Palace theater.
C. She joined the glee club at school.
D. She listened to Aretha Franklin sing “Respect.”
2. What was the result of Alana’s efforts to practice singing?
A. She got to see Annie at The Palace.
B. Her mother gave her CDs of artists like Janis Joplin and Whitney Houston.
C. She saw Bjork perform live in Iceland.
D. She won the lead role in her school’s production of Annie.
3. Alana followed her mother’s advice to learn how to use her voice like an instrument. What evidence from the text
supports this conclusion?
A. Alana visited The Palace and saw Annie.
B. Alana recorded herself singing “Tomorrow” and listened back to it.
C. Alana joined a band and the glee club at school and learned to read sheet music and sing scales.
D. Alana learned some history about the pipe organ in The Palace.
4. Which of the following best describes Alana?
A. confused
B. discouraged
C. adventurous
D. motivated
5. What is the main idea of this story?
A. Alana decides to become a singer after becoming inspired by the beautiful Palace theater.
B. Inspired to become a better singer, Alana practices hard and wins the lead role in her school’s version of Annie.
C. Alana learns the different singing styles of artists like Aretha Franklin and Billie Holiday.
D. Alana discovers how to control her voice’s pitch, range, and placement as she listens to different female artists.
6. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.
After seeing Annie, Alana went home and recorded herself singing “Tomorrow.” ____________, the recording didn’t sound as
good as she thought it would.
A. Including
B. Earlier
C. However
D. Such as
7. What assignment did Alana’s music teacher give her?

8. What did Alana do to help her with the assignment?

9. Explain how her music teacher’s assignment helped Alana win the lead in Annie.
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