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Superintendent’s
Message
Jeff Vose, Regional Superintendent of Schools
jvose@roe51.k12.il.us

 It is hard to believe that another school year has come and gone.  Spring brought great accomplishments 
for three Sangamon County-Area students, and this summer is set to provide many changes regarding the ROE 
and Illinois High School Equivalency.  We have attempted to provide a “glimpse” of those upcoming changes 
below.  Please know that this is an ongoing process and changes to the process are occurring daily.  Our office 
would like you to know that we are here to assist you in the implementation of the process.  Please feel free 
to contact our office with any questions you may have or any guidance you might need.

REALIGNMENT OF 
THE REGIONAL OFFICES OF EDUCATION

 On July 1, 2015, the 44 Regional Offices of Education (ROEs) across Illinois will realign.  Under the new 
structure, there will 35 ROEs and three Intermediate Service Centers (ISCs).  The Sangamon County ROE 
#51 will become the Sangamon-Menard County ROE #51.  We welcome three school districts from Menard 
County:  P.O.R.T.A CUSD 202, Athens CUSD 213, and Greenview CUSD 200.

SCRIPP’S SPELLING BEE
 The Regional Office of Education would like to congratulate the participants in the 23rd Annual Regional 
Spelling Bee sponsored by The State Journal Register. 

 Dylan Hembrough, a fifth grader at Williamsville Middle School, claimed the championship title for the 
region. He competed against fourth through eighth graders on March 21, 2015 at The State Journal Register 
and will advance to the 88th National Scripps Spelling Bee to be held in Washington, D.C. this summer.

 Nidhi Venigalla, a 6th grader at Glenwood Intermediate School in Chatham won second place, and Sierra 
Eigenmann, a 7th grader at New Berlin Junior High School in New Berlin won third place.

 Congratulations on a job well-done!

continued on page 2
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CHANGES COMING TO 

ILLINOIS HIGH SCHOOL 

EQUIVALENCY

The Illinois Community College Board by action 

has adopted all three high school equivalency 

assessments currently available:

• General Educational Development (GED® 

Test)

• Test Assessing Secondary Completion 

(TASC™)

• High School Equivalency Test (HiSET®)

 It is believed that the two new assessments 

will be available in Illinois by January 2016.  More 

information on the tests as that time nears. 

Please call our office if you have questions about 

the Illinois High School Equivalency.

Parking at SDC Meetings/Workshops at CACC
When attending ROE Staff Development Center 

Meetings/Workshops at the Capital Area Career Center, 
please DO NOT park in the spaces outlined in white. 

THIS AREA IS RESERVED. 
Unauthorized vehicles parked in this area 

are subject to being towed at the owner’s expense. 

YOU WILL NEED TO USE THE YELLOW OUTLINED SPACES AND SHOULD RECEIVE A 
TEMPORARY PARKING PLACARD TO PUT ON YOUR DASHBOARD.

An Artifact Speaks
(A free workshop for social studies instructors)

Thursday, June 18
8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

700 S. Airport Drive, Springfield, IL
To Register: please contact

Carissa Akpore, 217-732-8299, or akpore@illinois.edu

Pre-Registration Is Required!

 After one visit to a museum, you understand the attraction of artifacts. The 

objects that people make and use immediately connect us to their values and 

endeavors, their joys and hardships. An Artifact Speaks examines a variety of ancient 

culture through artifacts, games, folktales, and hands-on activities. Learn how you 

can borrow and use these materials during this 3-hour interactive workshop. Open 

to instructors from all educational settings.  Illinois K-12 educators are eligible to 

receive 3 ISBE approved Professional Development Hours (PDH). For Workshop 

content questions, please contact Kim Sheahan, 217-244-3355, or ksheahan@

illinois.edu.

University of Illinois/U.S. Dept. of Agriculture/Local Extension Councils Cooperating 
University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. If you need 
a reasonable accommodation to participate in any of our programs please contact 217-732-8299. This 
workshop is made possible through a University of Illinois Extension and Outreach Initiative Grant.



Educators Holding Administrative 

Endorsements, but Not Working 

as Administrators

 One Administrators’ Academy course must be taken 

during the 5-year renewal cycle for individuals who hold 

an administrative endorsement, but are not working in an 

administrative position that requires the endorsement. This 

begins during the first full 5-year renewal cycle in which the 

endorsement was held for at least one year.

Administrators’ 2015 License 

Renewal

 Administrators whose educator licenses are up for renewal 

this fiscal year are reminded to electronically submit a Statement 

of Assurance (SOA) by June 30, 2015 through their personal ELIS 

(Educator Licensure Information System) account.  It is strongly 

suggested administrators not wait until the last day to submit 

an SOA.  Make sure all questions asked in the renewal process 

have been answered.

 In order to start the process of renewing your educator 

license through ELIS, click on the “Renew or Register Your 

Credentials” notification on your educator home page, then, click 

on the “Click Here to Renew License” link.  Follow all provided 

instructions.  The renewal process is completed once you have 

followed all instructions, answered all of the questions and paid 

your renewal fee ($51.75) online with a credit or debit card.

 After submitting your SOA, please check your email for 

notification from ISBE.  If your SOA has not been approved 

by ISBE, please make the necessary stated modifications and 

resubmit it.  Note – please make sure your email address is 

correctly listed in your personal ELIS account.

 In case you are selected to be audited, please remember to 

save the documentation for all of your professional development 

activities you listed in your Statement of Assurance.

Important Information for 

Retiring Administrators

 Congratulations and best wishes to those administrators 

who are retiring at the end of the 2014 – 2015 school year.  Thank 

you for your commitment and dedication to all of the students, 

faculty, and staff you have served over your administrative and 

teaching careers. 

 If you plan on renewing your educator license when it is due, 

you must complete all required work (Administrators’ Academy 

courses and professional development hours) needed during the 

“active years” of your administrative cycle.

Lapsed Educator Licenses

 An administrator who has not fulfilled the professional 

development renewal requirements at the end of his/her 5-year 

renewal cycle is ineligible to register his/her license and may 

submit an appeal to the State Superintendent of Education for 

reinstatement of the license.

 An administrator whose educator license has lapsed can get 

it renewed by either:

• Taking 9 semester hours of college work in the content 

area(s) identified in your credentials, plus pay all back fees

• Paying a $500 penalty fee, plus all back fees

 If you have any questions, please call Barron Robinson at 

585-8090.

J. Barron Robinson, Administrators’ Academy
brobinson@roe51sdc.org
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THE 2015-2016 ROE 51 

NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

SURVEY IS NOW OPEN!

  To access the survey, go to the ROE 

website at www.roe51.org and click on 

the “Go to Survey” button in the upper left 

hand column. We use the results of this 

annual survey to plan workshops and 

meet the professional development 

needs of our educators!

IETC 2015 - EPIC 

ADVENTURES 

IN EDUCATIONAL 

TECHNOLOGIES        

     The 22nd Annual Illinois Education 

& Technology Conference will offer 

those interested in improving the 

quality of education in Illinois the 

opportunity to gain information and 

exchange ideas on the applications of 

educational technologies in our classrooms. 

IETC 2015 offers one Pre-Conference Day offering full-day 

workshops Wednesday, Nov. 4, followed by two General 

Conference Days (Thursday, Nov. 5 - Friday, Nov. 6) filled with one-

hour and two-hour concurrent sessions, poster sessions, an exhibit 

hall (open both days of the General Conference), continental 

breakfasts, lunches, keynote presentations, featured speaker 

presentations, a Thursday evening reception, opportunities for 

networking, and incredible prize drawings!   More information at 

http://www.il-edtech.org/home.

The Illinois Geographic Alliance 
invites Sangamon County 
middle and high school 

teachers of social studies or 
science to apply for the 2-day 
Introduction to ArcGIS Online 
and Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) Resources 

workshop. 

 This workshop will be held at Lincoln Land Community 

College in Springfield, Illinois, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on June 

17th and June 18th. Workshop participants will explore the 

full range of powerful geospatial tools and resources, now 

available to all K-12 teachers free-of-charge through the Esri 

ConnectEd Initiative and will also explore online lesson plans 

that will enhance their existing curriculum and empower 

their students with 21st Century mapping skills. For their 

participation in the 2-day June workshop, teachers will receive 

a stipend of $150 and 13 PD Clock Hours. After the June face-

to-face workshops, participants will be asked to create a lesson 

plan using ArcGIS Online (August 12 submission deadline). 

Upon submission of the lesson plan teachers will receive an 

additional $50 stipend. Two follow-up webinars (1 PD Clock 

Hour each) will be available to support teachers during lesson 

plan development. For more information, including how to 

apply, visit the Illinois Geographic Alliance webpage: http://

iga.illinoisstate.edu/resources/workshops/2015_gis.php

The 2015 Spirited Stroll through 
Springfield’s Oak Ridge 

Cemetery has something for 
everyone! 

 In times past cemeteries were places for community 

Adam Wallace, Technology Coordinator
awallace@roe51.org
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gatherings, picnics & strolls and lessons passed down from 

generation to generation. The Oak Ridge Cemetery Foundation 

and the Lincoln Monument Association believe in preserving this 

tradition. On May 23, from 1 p.m. – 4 p.m., the 2nd Annual Spirited 

Stroll into the Past, Ice Cream Social and Tree Tour will include 

special activities for kids.  Starhill Forest Arboretum founder, Guy 

Sternberg, and Arboretum manager, Alana McKean, have not only 

identified special trees at Oak Ridge Cemetery for the tour, but have 

also developed educational activities, such as a tree trivia quiz and 

a leaf rubbing booklet, to inform and inspire a new generation.  

This family event also includes an ice cream social; special speaker, 

Springfield Historian, Kathryn Harris; wood turners & carvers; and a 

performance by the Springfield Municipal Band.  Teachers, please 

spread the word of this unique educational opportunity to your 

students and families! More information about the 2015 Spirited 

Stroll into the Past including a map of the tour, detailed information 

about the trees and a schedule of activities may be found on 

this website: https://oakridgecemeterytrees.wordpress.com/a-

spirited-stroll/

News from the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources (IDNR)

A Taste of Archaeology for Teens

 Gain experience as a young archaeologist.  Work alongside 

professional archaeologists. Participate in an excavation, discover 

artifacts and learn how to identify, lean, organize and sort your 

finds. Registration is required with a deadline of May 22. Space is 

limited. Participants are required to provide their own sack lunch 

and snacks. Call the Dickson Mounds Museum, in Lewistown, at 

309-547-3721 to register.  

 Event dates: June 2 -5, 2015, 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m., $60 for 

Illinois State Museum Society members; $90 for non-members, 

Age: 13-17 years. For more information: http://www.museum.

state.il.us/ismsites/dickson/index.html

The Museum’s new Research 
eSeries are now available 

 The Research eSeries showcases the research of Scientists 

and other staff of the Illinois State Museum and is available in 

searchable PDF free of charge. http://www.museum.state.

il.us/publications/

School Drug-User Recognition, Documentation, and Testing

June 22, 2015
8:30 a.m. –4:00 p.m.

Discover the 3 biggest mistakes school staff make when confronting the impaired student.

 Students today are experimenting with new designer synthetic drugs that school staff have never studied. This 1-day seminar 

will provide participants with a standardized format for documenting under the influence of drugs and a model policy/procedure, 

along with a legal update on the new Supreme Court school search rules.  Hands-on examples of emerging drugs and paraphernalia 

will be featured with video examples of actual drug-impaired individuals.  The seminar is taught by Bruce Talbot, a nationally 

featured trainer on school substance abuse issues. Please see the Workshop Section for more details.

Until next year!
         Enjoy your Summer!
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Using Protocols to Guide Professional Learning Conversations (#1544) ........................................................................... 
The focus of this course is on learning to use protocols to guide professional conversations. The structure of 
protocols includes steps to be followed in various types of conversation, the time allotted for each step, and 
the role different people in the group play (typically a facilitator, a presenter, and participants) in the conversation. 
Participants will: (1) learn about the value and types of protocols and how to design various protocols for different 
types of professional learning conversations; (2) how to conduct a Fine Tuning protocol for groups examining a 
teacher’s lesson or unit plans, assignments, exhibitions, assessment tools, or projects; (3) how to conduct the 
Vertical Slice protocol for examining students’ work to address the learning and teaching; (4) how to conduct the
Consultancy protocol designed to help individuals or a team think more expansively about a particular, concrete 
problem or issue from his/her classroom/professional life; and (5) apply the use of protocols in planning a meeting 
with a group of educators. 

ROE Contact Person: J. Barron Robinson/Angie Durall

 $135 in County; $150 Out of Area
 Materials, lunch & refreshments provided
 June 8, 2015 – 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM
 Sangamon ROE Staff Development Center, Activity Room A, 2nd floor 
 2201 Toronto Rd. (Exit #90 off I-55), Springfield

Presenter:  Don Kachur Registration Deadline is 05/25/2015

The Power of Intervention: Addressing Anti-Gay and Anti-Transgender Violence in Illinois Schools (#1476) .................... 
Participants will understand the Defense Of Marriage Act (DOMA), Marriage Equality and Academy other 
Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual and Transgender (LGBT) issues. One in 12 adolescents attempts suicide. The rate is 
higher among LGBT youth. ALL students are affected by teasing and bullying about LGBT issues, and most 
students who are bullied about being gay are not. The tension brought on by this particular kind of bullying 
creates a hostile learning environment, harms all students and lowers academic achievement. The goals of this 
workshop are to: 1) increase understanding of child and adolescent development and the effect of homophobia and 
heterosexism on youth; 2) increase awareness of violence toward gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender youth in schools, 
and the effect on learning; and 3) provide tools to school personnel for the safety and support of gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender youth as well as other students affected by homophobia and heterosexism. 

ROE Contact Person: J. Barron Robinson/Angie Durall

 $135 in County; $150 Out of Area
 Materials, lunch & refreshments provided
 June 11, 2015 – 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM
 Sangamon ROE Staff Development Center, Activity Room A, 2nd floor 
 2201 Toronto Rd. (Exit #90 off I-55), Springfield

Presenter:  Jennifer Hixon, David Fischer Registration Deadline is 05/28/2015

School Drug-User Recognition, Documentation, and Testing ........................................................................................... 
This 1-day seminar will provide participants with a standardized format for documenting under the influence 
of drugs and a model policy/procedure, along with a legal update on the new Supreme Court school search
rules. Hands-on examples of emerging drugs and paraphernalia will be featured with video examples of 
actual drug-impaired individuals. The seminar is taught by Bruce Talbot, a nationally featured trainer 
on school substance abuse issues.

ROE Contact Person: Mary Loken/Angie Durall

 $25
 Materials provided (lunch on your own)
 June 22, 2015 – 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM
 Sangamon ROE Staff Development Center, Activity Room A, 2nd floor 
 2201 Toronto Rd. (Exit #90 off I-55), Springfield

Presenter:  Sergeant Bruce Talbot Registration Deadline is 06/18/2015

Class No.
sd-150622

Class No.
a-150611

Class No.
a-150608

Administrators’
Academy

Administrators’
Academy

 
 

Staff
Development

6.5 PD Hours 
 

To register, mail form and check to ROE-SDC Registration, 2201 Toronto Rd., Ste. A, Springfield, IL 62712-3803
Make check payable to Sangamon ROE-SDC


