
Critter Corner  

Meet  Ichabod  
 

Ichabod is a Sandhill Crane.  The Sandhill Crane is a tall bird with 

mainly grey feathers and a red forehead. These birds can often live to 

be 20 years old. Being an omnivore, they eat everything from seeds and 

grains to invertebrates and small vertebrates.  Sandhill Cranes are not 

seen often in our area but can be found in the region in grasslands, 

meadows, and wetlands. Stop by and meet Ichabod on your next visit 

to the ESC. 

 

The ESC is open MondayñFriday from 8:00 until 4:30.  
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Whatõs Happening at the Center 

News from Out -of-this World  
The Environmental Studies Center hosted its annual Fall 

Sky Watch on October 23rd.   The Mobile Astronomical 

Society generously provided their telescopes and  

expertise to share the wonders of the night sky with 

Mobile Countyõs school students and the community.  

Guests were able to view the moon, the Ring Nebula, 

the Andromeda galaxy (our closest neighbor), Messier 

objects and various other deep sky objects. Fall  

constellations include Pegasus, Cassiopeia, Andromeda, 

Cygnus, Aquila and Lyra.  Be sure to catch our Spring 

Sky Watch scheduled for February 19th, 2013. 

The weather is beginning to cool and the leaves are changing. The grounds at the Environmental  

Studies Center are a beautiful place in the fall! Hopefully, youõve had a chance to visit the Center 

lately. School children tour the grounds daily learning about native plants and animals. On Saturday, 

November 3rd, Fall Open House was held. As always, a great time was had by all who attended. 

Open House will occur again in the spring on Saturday, May 4th. 

 

A new program has begun at the center entitled The Raptor Road Show. This is where the Centerõs 

resident birds of prey  are brought to you for special events. Prices are reasonable for each show.  

Participating raptors often include the barred owl, great-horned owl, American kestrel, red-tailed 

hawk, screech owl, and osprey. This program engages and educates audiences about the wonders of 

native birds or prey. All monies raised through this program, help to support the wildlife  

rehabilitation program here at the Environmental Studies Center. 

 

During the past two school years, the staff at the center has been working diligently to increase the 

number of middle school students served through educational programs. In order to do this, new  
programs have been developed that focus on the importance of local watersheds and orienteering. 

Funding has been provided in part through grants from NOAA and Legacy. Teacher education has 

played a major role in these programs. To date the participating middle school students have learned  

a great deal and enjoyed their time spent at the center. The ESC staff hopes to continue these  

programs for all middle school students. 

Andromeda Galaxy 
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This past summer the Center received a newly hatched chuck-wills-widow nestling.. It was a healthy 

baby but, unfortunately it could not be returned to its parents because the people who found it kept it 

for several days before bringing it to the Center.  Remember that healthy babies can always be  

returned to their nest.  

 

Chuck-wills-widows are nocturnal insectivores. So, the baby was 

raised on a diet of mealworms, crickets, and small pieces of raw 

meat.  Chuck-wills-widows only feed as they fly, so babies never 

self feed in captivity.  Fortunately 

catching flying insects does not 

need to be taught to them.  When 

the baby was fully feathered and 

flying well, it was released on the 

ESC property at dusk.  It flew like 

a champ and hopefully is eating all 
of those annoying insects that  

everyone doesnõt like to have 

around. 

Annual Calendar Contest Winners  

Wildlife Success Stories 

On November 3rd, the annual calendar contest winners were announced at Open House. The  

contest is sponsored each year by our Partner in Education, Pleasant Valley Opportunity Club. 

The winners are as follows: 

 

Kindergarten -Third Grade    Sixth -Eight Grade  

1st Place Brooklyn Jones   1st Place Brooke Richardson 

  McDavid Jones Elementary    Grand Bay Middle 

2nd Place August Rivera    2nd Place Jason Potts 

  Dawes Intermediate     Clark-Shaw Magnet 

3rd Place  Briana Collins    3rd Place  Christian Leslie 

  Dawes Intermediate     The Pathway  

 

Fourth -Fifth Grade      Ninth -Twelfth Grade  

1st Place Min Seo Kim    1st Place Zoe Mould 

  Shepard Elementary     Baker High  

2nd Place Andrew Travis   2nd Place Abby Young 

  Dawes Intermediate     Theodore High 

3rd Place  Melissa Calleo    3rd Place  Kayle Bryant 

  Griggs Elementary     Theodore High 

 


