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WELCOME
     Welcome to 8th Grade Honors Science!  I am very excited about the upcoming year!  We have an exciting year ahead of us which involves learning about matter and energy, forces and motion, electricity and magnetism and everything in between.  I hope that each of you is as eager to learn, as I am to teach! 
EXPECTATIONS 

     Each of you will be expected to abide by all school rules, show common courtesy, and be prepared for class everyday.  Those coming to class unprepared will receive a strike.  I will use the school discipline system for discipline problems.  Being prepared for class means having all assignments completed and having all materials available for use.
High School Standards
Gifted Physical Science will be studying the 10th Grade Physical Science Standards instead of the middle school standards. They will have an opportunity to earn one high school (Carnegie) credit toward graduation as long as they pass both semesters of the course with a 70% average or higher. Since this is a high school course, the students will take the End of Course Milestones Assessment for Physical Science instead of the End of Grade Assessment for Physical Science. In other words, they will take the high school version of standardized testing in May (usually around the second week of May). The EOC will count as 20% of their course average for the spring semester. However, the course will not be calculated as part of the student’s high school GPA.
MATERIALS NEEDED

     You will need the following materials for science class:

· Pens and pencils

· 1 Five-Subject Spiral Notebook (Get a Durable Notebook, I recommend Five-Star)
· 1 composition book (for warm-ups)
· Basic art supplies for completing projects in class and at home (colored pencil, crayons, markers, etc.)
You will not be issued a science textbook.  It is your responsibility to check one out if it is needed for any assignments that are to be completed outside of class or for reviewing critical information. Books should be returned the following day. Students will be responsible for damage done to the books in class or at home.
GRADING POLICY
My grading policy is based on the school-wide grading policy.  Grades will include daily grades, homework grades, quizzes, test grades, lab grades and project grades.  All assignments are important and should be completed on time.  Major projects, including due dates, will be given advance notice and need to be turned in on time.  If a student is sick when a major project is due, the project must be turned in as soon as the student returns to school. If a student is sick or absent the day of a test, that student will be expected to make-up that test ASAP, preferably the next day. Grades will be calculated according to the following percentages:

40% Major Assessments (tests, major projects)
25% Minor Assessments (labs, minor projects, classwork)

15% Daily (homework, classwork, warm-up checks)

20% Finals (2 Finals, December and May)

· For 1st semester, the 20% Final category includes the final exam. Final exams assess content from the entire semester.  

· For 2nd semester, the 20% Final category will include only the Milestones End of Course (EOC) test.  Therefore, for 2nd semester, final exam as described above will be entered in the 40% Major category. Note: Georgia has submitted a waiver to the U.S. Department of Education to suspend Milestones testing for 2020-2021. If approved, students will not take the EOC and instead the final exam will be the only score included in the 20% Final category.
Retesting/Retakes/Redo’s
Retesting will be allowed for Major Assessments with the completion of a Test Autopsy or One Hour of Tutoring. The purpose of the autopsy and tutoring is to ensure mastery of standards. Students will have multiple opportunities to retake with the completion of an autopsy or tutoring. They may work on autopsies during tribe time on Mondays, before or after school or at home. When it comes to any graded work, no redo’s will be allowed once a grading window has closed. For example, once grades from the 1st 6 Weeks progress report have been submitted, no grades taken during the 1st 6 weeks of school will be eligible to be redone/retaken for any reason.

A LOOK AHEAD
   We are going to have a very exciting year focusing on physical science.  The following is a general schedule of some topics that will be taught during the year:
· First Semester:
· Motion of Objects
· Newton’s Laws of Motion
· Mass and Gravitational Force of Falling Objects
· Work, Mechanical Advantage and Simple Machines
· Energy Transformations within a System
· Conduction, Convection and Radiation
· Applications of Specific Heat
· Flow of Energy during Phase Changes
· Characteristics of Electromagnetic and Mechanical Waves
· Wave Behavior
· Speed of Sound and Light Waves through Media
· Doppler Effect
· Voltage, Current and Resistance
· Currents and Circuits
· Magnetism and Electric Charge
· Second Semester:
· Structure of Atoms, Ions and Isotopes
· Trends of the Periodic Table
· Properties of Ionic and Covalent Compounds
· Balance of Charges in Ionic Compounds
· Chemical Names and Formulas for Ionic and Covalent Compounds
· Nuclear changes during Fission and Fusion Reactions
· Radioactive Decay and Half-life
· Nuclear Energy
· Conservation of Matter in Chemical Reactions
· Atomic and Molecular Motion in Phases of Matter
· Properties of Gases in a Closed System
· Properties of Solutions
· Factors affecting Solubility 
· Structure and Properties of Acids and Bases
School Webpage
Class topics can be accessed through the school webpage. Go to wrms.hcbe.net. Once on the school webpage, hover the mouse over Welcome. Then scroll down and click school staff. Once you have clicked school staff, you will see a list of teacher names. Find your teachers name (T. Floyd). You will see a calendar with class topics or any other important information that you need to know.

PARENT CONTACT

   Anytime you feel the need to discuss something with me, please call the school at 929-7832 ext. #33460 or at 478-420-0865 (Google Voice). You may leave a message for me, and I will get back with you as soon as possible.  My planning time is from 1:25 – 2:45 P.M.  You may reach me during that time by calling the school.  I will return your call at my earliest convenience.  The easiest way to reach me in a timely manner is generally by e-mail:  tony.floyd@hcbe.net.  Please know that I am doing my best to instruct your child, so please call in advance to schedule a conference.

Welcome to Eighth Grade Honors Science!  I know this will be a terrific year!  

Sincerely,










Tony Floyd
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