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It looks like our work at home will continue for a while longer! Although it is really easy to push our work to the side, I
hope you are continuing to read and write daily in addition to completing the assigned lessons. The more this becomes a
daily practice, the easier it will be for you when we return to school!

Daily Writing:

You will be asked to write a page (or more) a day, focusing on the world around you and maybe even events from your
past.

Some possibilities for daily writing:

Write a different ending to the story you read last week or to any book or story you've been reading.
Research someone who is successful in his or her field and write about what they did to achieve success.
Capture a moment when you were embarrassed in front of someone you liked or admired.
Write about a time when you felt like you were able to solve a problem.
Respond to any seed you find interesting. A "seed" can be an article, a TV broadcast, a Tedtalk, a tweet, a
photograph, a podcast, a film, an Instagram (or another online) post, a TikTok video, a political cartoon, a
poem—anything that spurs some thinking.
Think about drawing or sketching your ideas and writing from those.
Write about a story about your what you would do if you could go anywhere you like.
Write a letter to you're a nurse, doctor, or some other health professional to encourage them in the work they
are doing to help others.

Again, be creative as you decide how best to record your thinking. Be creative!

•

•

•

Daily Reading:

Find a book to read. Any book that interests you. Your choice. You are asked to read this book for 30 or more minutes
every school day. If a book is not available, any kind of reading will count. This includes newspapers, magazines, etc. You
are asked to time your reading every day and to track the time you spend reading on a self-made chart. The chart you
create can be hand-written or created digitally, and it might look like this example:

DatelBook Pages read|Time spent reading
3/181T/ie Hate U G/i/e|22-48 35 minutes

3/19|7-/ie Hate U G/Ve|48-68 30 minutes

3/20|^e Hate U G/i/e|68-90 40 minutes

3/23

3/24|

3/25

The goal here is 30 minutes a day of sustained, uninterrupted reading. I know that may be difficult for some of you,as
you may face interruptions at home, but it is critical that you do your best to find uninterrupted reading time as a means
to building your stamina.



Daily Lessons:

The included materials provide instruction for 5 days of work. Follow the directions provided for each section of the
lesson. The following story will be used for each day's lessons.

The Marble Champ

By GarySoto

1 Lupe Medrano, a shy girl who spoke in whispers, was the school's spelling bee champion, winner of the
reading contest at the public library three summers in a row, blue ribbon awardee in the science fair, the top student at
her piano recital, and the playground grand champion in chess. She was a straight-A student and—not counting
kindergarten, when she had been stung by a wasp—never missed one day of elementary school. She had received a
small trophy for this honor and had been congratulated by the mayor.

2 But though Lupe had a razor-sharp mind, she could not make her body, no matter how much she tried, run as
fast as the other girls'. She begged her body to move faster, but could never beat anyone in the fifty-yard dash.

3 The truth was that Lupe was no good in sports. She could not catch a pop-up or figure out in which direction to
kick the soccer ball. One time she kicked the ball at her own goal and scored a point for the other team. She was no
good at baseball or basketball either, and even had a hard time making a hula hoop stay on her hips.

4 It wasn't until last year, when she was eleven years old, that she learned how to ride a bike. And even then she
had to use training wheels. She could walk in the swimming pool but couldn't swim, and chanced roller skating only
when her father held her hand.

5 "I'll never be good at sports," she fumed one rainy day as she lay on her bed gazing at the shelf her father had
made to hold her awards. "I wish I could win something, anything, even marbles."

6 At the word "marbles," she sat up. "That's it. Maybe I could be good at playing marbles." She hopped out of
bed and rummaged through the closet until she found a can full of her brother's marbles. She poured the rich glass
treasure on her bed and picked five of the most beautiful marbles.

7 She smoothed her bedspread and practiced shooting, softly at first so that her aim would be accurate. The
marble rolled from her thumb and clicked against the targeted marble. But the target wouldn't budge. She tried again
and again. Her aim became accurate, but the power from her thumb made the marble move only an inch or two.Then
she realized that the bedspread was slowing the marbles. She also had to admit that her thumb was weaker than the
neck of a newborn chick.

8 She looked out the window. The rain was letting up, but the ground was too muddy to play. She sat cross-
legged on the bed, rolling her five marbles between her palms. Yes, she thought, I could play marbles, and marbles is a
sport. At that moment she realized that she had only two weeks to practice. The playground championship, the same
one her brother had entered the previous year, was coming up. She had a lot to do.



Day 1:
Read the title and make a prediction about what might happen in this story. Gary Soto is an author who writes
stories about things that happened in his childhood.
As you read, complete the graphic organizer to make sure you are noticing what his important and thinking
about the story as you read.

Character/s
Record any characters who emerge. Write down anything

you learn about the characters as you read:
What are they like?
What do they look like?
How do they act?
What is causing them to behave this way or why are
they making these decisions?
Are they changing at all?
What kind of relationship do they have with other
characters?

•

•

•

Setting
Write down anything you learn about the setting as you read:

When and where is this taking place? If a particular time
period isn't obvious, is it in the past, present, or future?
What are some beliefs, practices, or behaviors that were
a part of that time period?
Does the setting change? If so, what changes do you
notice in the character or plot when it changes?

•

•

Plot

It is important to notice important events and problems in a
story and to think about what happens as a result of these
events or problems. Write down anything you notice that
helps you to understand the plot.

What happens in the beginning, middle, and end?
What are some problems the character or
characters face in the story? These can be internal
or external.

What are some events that are important in the
story? Some of these may be flashbacks or
foreshadowing.

•

Unknown Vocabulary/Figurative Language
Write down any unknown words, powerful words, or figurative
language.

How can I figure out what this word means?
Why did he use this word and not another word?
What did he really mean with this phrase?

•



Day 2
Reread the story from Day 1
Look back over the chart from Day 1 and determine if you included the most important information
Determine the central idea of the story. To find the central idea of the story, underline the most
important details.
In the chart below, write down the important details you find. One has been done for you.
Then, use these details to find the central idea.

Central Idea

Detail Detail Detail

"But though Lupe had a razor-
sharp mind, she could not make
her body, no matter how much
she tried, run as fast as the other
girls'."//

Characters often change in ways that help us to understand larger lessons about life. What is a lesson about
life that we can learn from Lupe in the story? Write a paragraph in which you explain the theme you
identified. Use at least two details from the story to support your answer.



Day 3:

Reread the story from Day 1.
Think about the most important parts of the story you have already identified that would belong in a
summary.

Remember: a summary of a story is a brief retelling. It includes only the main characters, setting,
conflict, important events, and theme.

Below is an excerpt from the story. Read the draft carefully. There are three statements that
do not belong. Cross out those statements in the draft that do not belong in the final summary.

In the "The Marble Champ" by Gary Soto, the main character, Lupe, is determined to win in something
other than "school." This is an amazing story. She had earned many awards for academics over the years.
She received an award for perfect attendance. In spite of her awards, Lupe wanted to prove to herself, and
others, that she could be a winner in something other than academics despite her limited athletic ability.
She spent a day upset that she had not earned any medals for sports. Lupe came up with a plan to win a
sports award by playing marbles.

Statements That Do Not Belong Why They Don't Belong
This is an amazing story. It is an opinion about the story.

Day 4:

Reread the story from Day One.
As you read, think about the characters you identified on your chart.
Use what you learned about the main character to complete the charts below:

What Lupe Does Why She Does It What This Shows About
Her



What Happens How Lupe Responds

Describe how Lupe seems to change throughout the story.

Characters in stories often change in response to events. If this sounds familiar, it should.
It's one of the ways in which authors make their stories similar to real life.

Day5:
• Reread the story from Day One. Review any figurative language you noticed on Day One.See if you can

find additional examples.
Review the figurative language in the chart. Determine what impact that had on the meaning of the
story. In other words, what did it help you to better understand?

Figurative Language Impact on Meaning
"She also had to admit that her thumb

was weaker than the neck of a newborn
chick."

///'I'll never be good at sports," she fumed
one rainy day as she lay on her bed
gazing at the shelf her father had made
to hold her awards.'"

You have read an excerpt from "The Marble Champ" by Gary Soto. Think about how the author
develops Lupe's identity. Using details from the passage, write a conclusion to the story to show a
more complete resolution to the story's conflict.
Use the story as a model for your own if it helps you to get started.


