
Chapter 6 
SECTION 3: BIG BUSINESS AND LABOR 
____________________________________________ was one of the first industrial moguls to 
make his own fortune.  He started working as a private secretary on the railroad and worked his 
way up to?  ______________________________________________________. 
-He entered the ________________ industry in 1873 
-By 1899, the _________________________________ manufactured more steel than all the 
factories in Great Britain combined 
 
NEW BUSINESS STRATEGIES 
-Carnegie initiated many new business practices such as: 
-Searching for ways to make better products more _______________________________ 
-________________________________ systems to track expenses 
-Attracting quality people by offering them stock & ________________________ 
 
-Carnegie attempted to control as much of the steel industry as possible 
-How? __________ ________________________________________; A process in which he 
__________________________________________________ (coal fields, iron mines, ore 
freighters, and rail lines) in order to control materials and transportation 
-Additionally, Carnegie bought up the competition through friendly and hostile 
_________________________________,  
-This is known as _________________________________________ Integration; buying 
companies that produce similar products – in this case other steel companies 
 
Principles of Social Darwinism 
-The philosophy known as Social ___________________________ has its origins in Darwin’s 
theory of evolution 
-Darwin theorized that some individuals in a species flourish and pass their traits on while 
others do not 
-Social Darwinists (like Herbert Spencer) believed ___________________ was a sign of God’s 
favor, and being poor was a sign of inferiority and ________________________________ 
 
GROWTH & CONSOLIDATION/Rockefeller and the Robber Barons 
-Who established the Standard Oil Company?  _________________________________ 
-Mergers could result in a _____________________________ (__________-_______) 
-A monopoly is complete _________________________ over an industry 
-An example of consolidation: In 1870, Rockefeller Standard Oil Company owned 
______________________ of the country’s _________________________ 
-By 1880 – it controlled __________________ of  U.S. crude oil 
-Rockefeller used a _____________________ to gain total control of the __________________ 
in America 
-Alarmed at the cut-throat tactics of industrialists, critics began to call them 
“______________________________ Barons” 



-Famous “Robber Barons” included 
______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
-Despite being labeled as greedy barons, rich industrialists did have a generous side 
-When very rich people give away lots of money it is called “_________________________” 
-Rockefeller gave away over? ______________________________. 
-Carnegie built ________________________, Rockefeller, Leland Stanford, and Cornelius 
Vanderbilt built ____________________  
 
SHERMAN ANTI-TRUST ACT 
-In 1890, the ____________________________________________ made it illegal to form a 
monopoly (Trust) 
-Prosecuting companies under the Act was not easy – a business would 
______________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
-Seven of eight cases brought before the Supreme Court were 
_____________________________ 
 
BUSINESS BOOM BYPASSES THE SOUTH 
-Explain how the South was lagging behind the North in business?  
_______________________________________________________________________, people 
were unwilling to ___________________________________________. 
-The North owned _______________ of stock in railroads.  The South remained 
__________________, farmers were at the mercy of ?  _____________________. 
-What offered hope for the South?  
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
LONG HOURS AND DANGER 
-Workers routinely worked _________________________________ days a week, and had no 
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
-Explain what it was like working in factories?  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________-. 
-Injuries were common – In 1882, an average of __________ workers were killed PER WEEK on 
the job 
-What were ages of some of the workers who held full-time jobs?  
______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.  
Children forfeited their futures to help families make ends meet.   
-How much did women/men make per year in 1899?  ______________________. 



-How much did Andrew Carnegie make during this time?  ________________, with no income 
tax. 
 
EARLY LABOR ORGANIZING 
-As conditions for laborers worsened, workers realized they needed to organize 
-The first large-scale national organization of workers was the 
________________________________________________in 1866 
-The ______________________ National Labor Union followed   
 
 
 
CRAFT UNIONISM 
-Craft Unions were unions of workers in a skilled trade 
__________________________________________ led the 
_________________________________________ Union to join with other craft unions in 1886 
-Gompers became president of the __________________________ ____ (AFL)  
-He focused on __________________________________ to improve conditions, wages and 
hours 
-Successful strikes helped the AFL win?  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
INDUSTRIAL UNIONISM 
-Some unions were formed with workers within a specific industry 
______________________________ attempted this Industrial Union with the railway workers 
-In 1894, the new union won a strike for higher wages and at its peak had __________________ 
members  
 
SOCIALISM AND THE IWW 
-Some unionists (including Debs) turned to  __________________ – an economic and political 
system based on government control of business and property and an equal distribution of 
wealth among all citizens 
-The International Workers of the World (IWW) or 
_____________________________________ was one such socialist union  
 
OTHER LABOR ACTIVISM IN THE WEST 
-Who organized a successful strike in the sugar-beet fields of California, and formed a Union?  
__________________________________________________________________. 
 
STRIKES TURN VIOLENT 
-Several strikes turned deadly in the late 19th century as workers and owners clashed 
-________________________________________________________: Workers for the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad struck to protest wage cuts.  President Hayes intervened, and what 
ended the strike?  _________________________ 
-Other rail workers across the country struck in sympathy  



 
THE HAYMARKET AFFAIR 
-Labor leaders continued to push for change – and on May 4, 1886 3,000 people gathered at 
Chicago’s Haymarket Square to protest police treatment of striking workers 
-What happened on the Haymarket Square? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
-Radicals were rounded up and ________________________________for the crime 
 
THE HOMESTEAD STRIKE 
-Even Andrew Carnegie could not escape a workers strike 
-Conditions and wages were not satisfactory in his Steel plant in Pennsylvania and  workers 
struck in 1892 
-Carnegie hired ________________________________________________ to guard the plant 
and allow ___________________________________________ to work 
-Detectives and strikers clashed, what happened – 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
-The ___________________________________ restored order – workers returned to work 
 
 
THE PULLMAN COMPANY STRIKE 
-After the Pullman Company laid off thousands of workers and cut wages, the workers went on 
strike in the spring of 1894 
-Eugene Debs (American Railroad Union) tried to settle dispute which turned violent 
-Pullman hired scabs and fired the strikers – Federal troops were brought in 
-Debs was ______________________________________ 
 
WOMEN ORGANIZE 
-Although women were barred from most unions, they did organize behind powerful leaders 
such as _________________________________________________ 
-She organized the ______________________________________________________ 
-Mine workers gave her the nickname, “____________________________ Jones” 
-Pauline Newman organized the ________________________________________________ 
Union at the age of 16  
 
MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNMENT PRESSURE UNIONS 
-The more powerful the unions became, the more employers came to ____________ 
-Employers often forbade? 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
-Employers forced new workers to sign 
“______________________________________________,” swearing that they would never join 
a union 
-Despite those efforts, the AFL had over _____________________ members by 1914 or WW1 
 



 

 

 

 


