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MISSION STATEMENT: St. Stephen Catholic School is devoted to inspiring students to 

achieve their full academic potential while demonstrating a desire to continue Jesus’  mission 

by applying Catholic morals, beliefs, values and practices in their everyday lives.  We are com-

mitted to motivating students to sustain a lifelong love of learning. 

By: Maria Hoffmann 1A 

First graders have been making 
discoveries about the night skies 
just as the Wise men did when 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 

The essential question we have 
been focusing on is “How can 
patterns in the night sky help us 
make predictions?” We began 
our research by writing down 
what we did know, and then we 
generated “Wondering”  
questions.  

The next step was to search for 
evidence. Even students as 
young as six can tell you that 
you can’t believe everything you 
read on the internet, so we  
began searching for evidence in 
books, trusted sites, in hands-on 
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Prospective Parents of children 
who will be in Pre K and Kindergar-

ten in the  
2019-20 school year are invited to 
visit our classrooms on Tuesday,  

February  5, 2019 
This is a great  opportunity for you 

and your child to experience the 
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ten classroom.  Times available are 

9am or 10am 
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labs and by observing the skies 
and documenting what we 
were seeing. The more sources 
that said the same thing made 
the evidence stronger. We  
received help with this process 
from the 5th graders who help 
us read the harder words and 
helped with spelling. We 
shared our evidence in  
meetings and discussed which 
patterns we had discovered. 
Finally, we began to make 

predictions based on what we 
had  learned. There is a lot of 
information available to us in 
our modern internet world. First 
graders are learning not just 
about patterns in the sky. They 
are learning how to search for 
accurate information based on 
the evidence, just as the Wise 
men sought out the truth. 
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