

SUCCESS STORY TITLE:  A School-based Clinic Makes a Difference: Where Health and Academics Merge


DESCRIBE THE HEALTH PROBLEM ADDRESSED BY THE PROGRAM/ACTIVITY: 
SEVERAL FAMILIES ACROSS THE STATE OF TENNESSEE ARE AFFECTED BY TODAY’S ECONOMY, BUT NOW MORE THAN EVER, NEWPORT CITY SCHOOL SYSTEM HAS SEEN ITS SHARE OF NEEDY FAMILIES. IN RECENT YEARS, COORDINATED SCHOOL HEALTH HAS PROUDLY ESTABLISHED A NAME FOR HELPING PEOPLE ACROSS OUR COMMUNITY. MORE AND MORE COORDINATED SCHOOL HEALTH IS CALLED ON TO HELP CHILDREN AND FAMILIES GET BACK ON THE RIGHT TRACK. CSH CONNECTS FAMILIES WITH RESOURCES THAT HELP THEM PROVIDE FOOD, CLOTHING, SHOES, AND EYE GLASSES AND EVEN HOLIDAY GIFT PURCHASING.  ONE VOID STILL REMAINED, HEALTH CARE!  IN ORDER TO SOLVE THAT LINGERING PROBLEM, CSH DIRECTOR WORKED DILIGENTLY ALL FOUR YEARS TO PARTNER WITH A MEDICAL AGENCY AND BRING IN A SCHOOL-BASED CLINIC TO NEWPORT GRAMMAR SCHOOL. CHILDREN WERE WITHOUT MEDICAL CARE BECAUSE THEY HAD NO INSURANCE OR TRANSPORTATION TO GET TO ASSIGNED DOCTORS. OUR SCHOOL NURSE WAS BURDENED WITH THE FACT THAT THESE CHILDREN WERE NOT RECEIVING THE CARE THEY NEEDED IN ORDER TO FUNCTION WHILE AT SCHOOL, NOT TO MENTION THEIR LACK OF INTEREST AND ACCUMULATED TARDIES.  COORDINATED SCHOOL HEALTH: WHERE HEALTH AND ACADEMICS MERGE! FINALLY, JANUARY 18, 2011, OUR WELCOMED NEWPORT GRAMMAR SCHOOL CHEROKEE CLINIC OPENED TO STUDENTS AND STAFF. UPON OPENING, CRITICS WERE AMAZED THAT WE WERE ABLE TO HOUSE AN ON-SITE NURSE PRACTIONER WITH A NURSE AND RECEPTIONIST TO MANAGE THE FACILITY.  WHAT A BLESSING FOR OUR CHILDREN. 


DESCRIBE YOUR SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM/ACTIVITY:
NOW, I AM PROUD TO MENTION THAT SEVERAL OF OUR CHILDREN ARE RECEIVING MEDICAL CARE BECAUSE OF CHEROKEE HEALTH SYSTEMS BELIEF THAT WE HAD A VOID TO FILL. TO- DATE SEVERAL CHILDREN HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFULLY TREATED FOR COMMON PROBLEMS BUT I WANT TO SHARE A STORY ABOUT ONE STUDENT  IN PARTICULAR, WHO WAS DIAGNOSED  WITH CELIAC DISEASE. A SMALL, FRAIL THIRD GRADE CHILD FREQUENTLY CAME TO THE SCHOOL NURSE COMPLAINING OF ACHES AND PAINS WHILE MISSING SEVERAL CLASS HOURS A WEEK. THIS SPARKED CONCERN AMONG THE ATTENDING STAFF. AFTER NOTICING THE REPETITIVE BEHAVIOR AND COMPARING SCREENING DATA ON THIS PARTICULAR CHILD, THE NURSE RED-FLAGGED THE FACT HE WAS EXPERIENCING A CONTINUAL, BUT GRADUAL WEIGHT LOSS PROBLEM. SINCERELY CONCERNED, SHE REFERRED THE CHILD TO OUR NURSE PRACTIONER WHO IMMEDIATELY TOOK OVER ALL EXAMINATIONS. PROBLEMS COMMUNICATING WITH ILLITERATE PARENTS COMPLICATED MATTERS BUT DID NOT SLOW ANYONE DOWN. QUICKLY, THE REFERRAL WAS MADE. THIS CHILD NEEDED MORE CARE THAN WE COULD PROVIDE SO ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE FOR HIM TO SEE A SPECIALIST WHICH REVEALED THIS CHILD SUFFERED FROM CELIAC DISEASE.  UPON DIAGNOSIS, IEP MEETINGS WERE CALLED, CAFETERIA AND SECOND HARVEST ADJUSTMENTS WERE MADE AND PARENTAL EDUCATION ASSISTANCE WAS PROVIDED, EVEN TO THE POINT OF BRINGING IN THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO HELP WITH UNPLANNED PURCHASES.  OUR NEW SCHOOL-BASED CLINIC SAVED THIS CHILD FROM A LIFE-THREATENING DISEASE.    

DESCRIBE THE IMPACT OF YOUR SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM/ACTIVITY: 
BECAUSE COORDINATED SCHOOL HEALTH PUSHED TO BRING IN A SCHOOL-BASED CLINIC, CHILDREN’S LIVES ARE SAVED! LITERALLY!!

