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SerCo announces scholarship winner
SOPHIA — The SerCo
Club of Archdale-Trinity
announced that Logan
Somero is the winner
of the Linda Johnson
Memorial Scholarship.
Somero, a 2020 graduate of Wheatmore High
School, will be attending
Randolph Community
College this fall.
“The scholarship committee was most impressed
with Logan,” said Lois

Bohnsack, chair. “Since
SerCo stands for service to
the community, we sought
a student who knew the
importance of serving
the community and who
benefited from that service. Logan volunteered
weekly at John Lawrence
Elementary School and
still maintained a high GPA
at Wheatmore. He was an
excellent candidate!”
Somero was a Dean’s

List student during his
high school years with
honors classes and college credit classes through
RCC. He was historian of
the Beta Club and member
of the Junior Civitan Club.
In addition, he was a
Student Scholar Athlete in
soccer and tennis. In addition to his volunteer work
at John Lawrence, Somero
was an active member of
his church — Crossover

Community. At John
Lawrence, he assisted
teachers in the classroom
and performed tasks
needed by the staff.
“The SerCo Club’s
scholarship in the name
of Linda Johnson was set
up to represent the giving
spirit of member and friend
Linda Johnson,” said J.D.
Peace, president of the
club. “She represented
the true meaning of what it

meant to put others above
self. The Linda Johnson
scholarship recognizes
the student that demonstrates Linda’s spirit. That
student goes above and
beyond to make this community a better place to
live.” Johnson, a member
for over 20 years, died in
2019.
Somero will meet with
the club when normal
meetings resume.

Logan Somero

Europe restricts visitors from BILL
the US amid virus resurgence
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The
European
Continent on Tuesday
decided to reopen to visitors from 14 countries but
not the U.S., where some
of the states that pushed
hardest and earliest to
reopen their economies
are now in retreat because
of an alarming surge in
confirmed coronavirus Grave diggers wearing protective suits bury a COVID-19
victim in the special purpose for coronavirus victims
infections.
The European Union’s section of a cemetery in Kolpino, outside St.Petersburg,
decision came a day after Russia, Tuesday, June 30, 2020. [AP PHOTO/DMITRI LOVETSKY]
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Americans during police
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Notably, singer,
actor and filmmaker Ice
Cube on Twitter urged
Democratic Gov. Roy
Cooper to veto the bill.
“This is so dirty,” Ice
Cube tweeted. “You
know most crooks do
their crimes after midnight. Governor Cooper
do not sign this into law.
Don’t give more cover for
Killer Cops.”
Protesters gathered outside the North
Carolina governor’s
mansion late Monday
and into Tuesday to
demand that Cooper
veto the bill, said Kerwin
Pittman of the Raleigh
Demands Justice activist group.
Cooper spokesman
Ford Porter said on
Tuesday, “The governor
will review the legislation before announcing
action.”
The provision,
requested by Cooper’s
administration, is a
single paragraph in a
17-page piece of legislation called Senate Bill
168. The paragraph first
appeared in two other
bills in 2019, but neither
passed.
The state House
approved S168 by a vote
of 109-1 late Thursday,
and the Senate approved
it 43-0 early Friday
morning.
The paragraph states
that information that
a city, county or other
entity provides to the
office of the Chief
Medical Examiner shall
remain secret from the
public if it was previously kept secret when
in possession of the
entity that gave it to
the Medical Examiner

Activists want Gov. Roy Cooper to veto a bill that
they say will make it harder to hold the government
accountable if wrongdoing is a factor in the death of a
jail or prison inmate. [SUN JOURNAL FILE PHOTO]

“This is so dirty. You
know most crooks
do their crimes after
midnight. Governor
Cooper do not sign this
into law. Don’t give more
cover for Killer Cops.”
– Ice Cube

have been public
record. The conclusions sometimes include
information provided
by law enforcement.
And law enforcement
investigatory files are
normally kept secret.
Chief Medical
Examiner Michelle
Aurelius told a consortium of North Carolina
news outlets that her
agency requested the
provision because law
enforcement officers sometimes have
hesitated to share information with her office
that her staff needs to
determine a person’s
cause of death. Medical
examiners can subpoena
records, the consortium
reported.
It appears that law
enforcement had nothing to do with the
measure. Eddie Caldwell
of the N.C. Sheriff’s
Association said he was

of Chiefs of Police.
The association had no
knowledge or interest
in the bill, he said.
Critics of the measure
are concerned the legislation, if it becomes law,
will hide information
from the public of police
wrongdoing and of people’s causes of death.
“We shouldn’t keep
it secret,” said Kathy
Greggs of Fayetteville
PACT, an organization that advocates for
police accountability.
Family members should
be able to find out how
their relatives ones died,
she said.
Ann Webb of the
ACLU of North Carolina
is concerned that if
someone dies in jail or
prison, the law change
would make it harder for
families and the public
find out if the death
stems from wrongdoing on the part of law
enforcement.
“This change takes
away the only source
family members and
loved ones have to get
access to the medical records needed to
hold law enforcement
accountable for the
death
ofbytheir
loved
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one,” said Deryle Daniels
Jr. of Advance Carolina,

