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SOPHIA — The SerCo 
Club of Archdale-Trinity 
announced that Logan 
Somero is the winner 
of the Linda Johnson 
Memorial Scholarship. 
Somero, a 2020 gradu-
ate of Wheatmore High 
School, will be attending 
Randolph Community 
College this fall.

“The scholarship com-
mittee was most impressed 
with Logan,” said Lois 

Bohnsack, chair. “Since 
SerCo stands for service to 
the community, we sought 
a student who knew the 
importance of serving 
the community and who 
benefited from that ser-
vice. Logan volunteered 
weekly at John Lawrence 
Elementary School and 
still maintained a high GPA 
at Wheatmore. He was an 
excellent candidate!”

Somero was a Dean’s 

List student during his 
high school years with 
honors classes and col-
lege credit classes through 
RCC. He was historian of 
the Beta Club and member 
of the Junior Civitan Club. 
In addition, he was a 
Student Scholar Athlete in 
soccer and tennis. In addi-
tion to his volunteer work 
at John Lawrence, Somero 
was an active member of 
his church — Crossover 

Community. At John 
Lawrence, he assisted 
teachers in the classroom 
and performed tasks 
needed by the staff.

“The SerCo Club’s 
scholarship in the name 
of Linda Johnson was set 
up to represent the giving 
spirit of member and friend 
Linda Johnson,” said J.D. 
Peace, president of the 
club. “She represented 
the true meaning of what it 

meant to put others above 
self. The Linda Johnson 
scholarship recognizes 
the student that demon-
strates Linda’s spirit. That 
student goes above and 
beyond to make this com-
munity a better place to 
live.” Johnson, a member 
for over 20 years, died in 
2019.

Somero will meet with 
the club when normal 
meetings resume.
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across Fayetteville Street 
on Wainman Avenue.

Brady said a limited 

amount of mixing is cur-
rently being done at the 
A s h e b o r o  s t o r e  b u t 
Chatham Paint Center in 
Siler City is mixing and 
delivering twice a day to 
the Asheboro store. He 
said paint customers in 

the eastern part of the 
county can go directly to 
the Siler City store.

Capt. Jason Joines of the 
Asheboro Fire Department 
investigated the fire at 
Asheboro Paint Center. 
He said the official ruling 

was that the cause of the 
fire was undetermined and 
there was nothing suspi-
cious about it. He said the 
company has been in town 
for years and, as a good 
citizen, continues to serve 
the public.
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to preserve the program. 
The high court decision 
upholds families’ rights 
“to exercise our religion 
as we see fit,” said Kendra 
Espinoza, the lead plain-
tiff in the lawsuit whose 
two daughters attend 
the Stillwater Christian 
S c h o o l  i n  K a l i s p e l l , 
Montana, near Glacier 
National Park.

Roughly three-dozen 
states have similar no-aid 
provisions in their consti-
tutions. Courts in some 
states have relied on those 
provisions to strike down 
religious-school funding.

Two states with exist-
ing private education 
programs, Maine and 
Vermont, could see quick 

efforts to force them to 
allow religious schools to 
participate.

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l 
William Barr praised the 
ruling as “an important 
victory for religious lib-
erty and religious equality 
in the United States.” The 
Trump administration 
supported the parents’ 
Supreme Court appeal.

Advocates for allowing 
state money to be used 
in private schooling said 
the court recognized in 
its decision that parents 
should not be penalized 
for sending their children 
to schools that are a better 
fit than the public schools.

“This opinion will pave 
the way for more states to 
pass school choice pro-
grams that allow parents 
to choose a school that 
best meets their child’s 
individual needs, regard-
less of whether those 

schools are religious or 
nonreligious,” said Erica 
Smith, a senior attor-
ney with the Institute 
for Justice, which repre-
sented the parents in their 
court fight.

But the president of the 
Montana Federation of 
Public Employees, which 
counts more than 12,000 
teachers and other school 
workers as union mem-
bers, called the decision 
“a slap in the face” to its 
members and the commu-
nities they serve.

“ T o d a y ’ s  d e c i s i o n 
v i o l a t e s  M o n t a n a ’ s 
commitment to public 
education, our children, 
and our constitution. 
Extremist special inter-
ests are manipulating our 
tax code to rob Montana 
children of quality edu-
cation while padding the 
pockets of those who run 
exclusive, discriminatory 

private schools,” union 
president Amanda Curtis 
said.

In a separate concurring 
opinion, Justice Samuel 
Alito pointed to evidence 
of anti-Catholic bigotry 
that he said motivated the 
original adoption of the 
Montana provision and 
others like it in the 1800s, 
a l t h o u g h  M o n t a n a ’ s 
constitution was redone 
in 1972 with the provi-
sion intact. Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh, whose two 
daughters attend Catholic 
schools, made a similar 
point during arguments 
in January when he talked 
about the “grotesque 
religious bigotry” against 
Catholics that underlay 
the amendment.

The decision was the 
latest in a line of decisions 
from the Supreme Court, 
w h i c h  n o w  i n c l u d e s 
Trump appointees Neil 

Gorsuch and Kavanaugh, 
t h a t  h a v e  f a v o r e d 
religion-based discrimi-
nation claims. In 2014, the 
justices allowed family-
held, for-profit businesses 
with religious objections 
to get out from under a 
requirement to pay for 
contraceptives for women 
covered under their health 
insurance plans. In 2017, 
the court ruled for a 
Missouri church that had 
been excluded from state 
grants to put softer sur-
faces in playgrounds.

The high court also is 

weighing a Trump admin-
istration policy that would 
make it easier for employ-
ers to claim a religious or 
moral exemption and 
avoid paying for con-
traceptives for women 
covered by their health 
plans. Still another case 
would shield religious 
institutions from more 
employment discrimina-
tion claims.

The Supreme Court also 
has upheld some school 
voucher programs and 
state courts have ratified 
others.
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Americans during police 
encounters.

N o t a b l y ,  s i n g e r , 
actor and filmmaker Ice 
Cube on Twitter urged 
Democratic Gov. Roy 
Cooper to veto the bill.

“This is so dirty,” Ice 
Cube tweeted. “You 
know most crooks do 
their crimes after mid-
night. Governor Cooper 
do not sign this into law. 
Don’t give more cover for 
Killer Cops.”

P r o t e s t e r s  g a t h -
ered outside the North 
Carolina governor’s 
mansion late Monday 
and into Tuesday to 
demand that Cooper 
veto the bill, said Kerwin 
Pittman of the Raleigh 
Demands Justice activ-
ist group.

Cooper spokesman 
Ford Porter said on 
Tuesday, “The governor 
will review the legisla-
tion before announcing 
action.”

T h e  p r o v i s i o n , 
requested by Cooper’s 
administration, is  a 
single paragraph in a 
17-page piece of legis-
lation called Senate Bill 
168. The paragraph first 
appeared in two other 
bills in 2019, but neither 
passed.

T h e  s t a t e  H o u s e 
approved S168 by a vote 
of 109-1 late Thursday, 
and the Senate approved 
it 43-0 early Friday 
morning. 

The paragraph states 
that information that 
a city, county or other 
entity provides to the 
o f f i c e  o f  t h e  C h i e f 
Medical Examiner shall 
remain secret from the 
public if it was previ-
ously kept secret when 
in possession of the 
entity that gave it to 
the Medical Examiner 
officer.

The Medical Examiner 
office does autopsies. 
Its autopsy findings 
of a person’s cause of 
death, and its reason-
ing for its conclusions, 

h a v e  b e e n  p u b l i c 
record. The conclu-
sions sometimes include 
information provided 
by law enforcement. 
And law enforcement 
investigatory files are 
normally kept secret.

C h i e f  M e d i c a l 
E x a m i n e r  M i c h e l l e 
Aurelius told a consor-
tium of North Carolina 
news outlets  that her 
agency requested the 
provision because law 
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i -
cers sometimes have 
hesitated to share infor-
mation with her office 
that her staff needs to 
determine a person’s 
cause of death. Medical 
examiners can subpoena 
records, the consortium 
reported.

It appears that law 
enforcement had noth-
i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e 
measure. Eddie Caldwell 
of the N.C. Sheriff’s 
Association said he was 
unaware of it until he 
saw a news report of it 
on Monday.

“We don’t know the 
purpose of it or the effect 
of it,” said Fred Baggett 
of the N.C. Association 

of  Chiefs of  Police.
The association had no
knowledge or interest
in the bill, he said.

Critics of the measure
are concerned the legis-
lation, if it becomes law,
will hide information
from the public of police
wrongdoing and of peo-
ple’s causes of death.

“We shouldn’t keep
it secret,” said Kathy
Greggs of Fayetteville
PACT, an organiza-
tion that advocates for
police accountability.
Family members should
be able to find out how
their relatives ones died,
she said.

A n n  W e b b  o f  t h e
ACLU of North Carolina
is concerned that if
someone dies in jail or
prison, the law change
would make it harder for
families and the public
find out if the death
stems from wrongdo-
ing on the part of law
enforcement.

“This change takes
away the only source
family members and
loved ones have to get
access to the medi-
cal records needed to
hold law enforcement
accountable for  the
death of their loved
one,” said Deryle Daniels
Jr. of Advance Carolina,
a Black political engage-
ment organization.

Paul Woolverton can be 
reached at pwoolver-
ton@fayobserver.com 
and 910-261-4710.
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Activists want Gov. Roy Cooper to veto a bill that 
they say will make it harder to hold the government 
accountable if wrongdoing is a factor in the death of a 
jail or prison inmate. [SUN JOURNAL FILE PHOTO]
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“This is so dirty. You 
know most crooks 
do their crimes after 
midnight. Governor 
Cooper do not sign this 
into law. Don’t give more 
cover for Killer Cops.”

– Ice Cube

Lorne Cook & 
Tamara Lush
The Associated Press

T h e  E u r o p e a n 
Continent on Tuesday 
decided to reopen to visi-
tors from 14 countries but 
not the U.S., where some 
of the states that pushed 
hardest and earliest to 
reopen their economies 
are now in retreat because 
of an alarming surge in 
confirmed coronavirus 
infections.

The European Union’s 
decision came a day after 
Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey 
closed bars, gyms, movie 
theaters and water parks, 
and officials in Republican 
and Democratic strong-
holds alike mandated the 
wearing of masks.

“We have to remain 
vigilant and keep our 
most vulnerable safe,” 
tweeted European Council 
President Charles Michel.

The EU extended its ban 
on visitors not just from 
the U.S. but from China 
and from countries such 
as Russia, Brazil and India 
where infections are run-
ning high. Britain dropped 
out of the EU in January 
and maintains its own 
rules, requiring arriving 
travelers to go into 14-day 
self-quarantine.

President Donald Trump 
suspended the entry of 
most Europeans in March. 

Americans make up a big 
share of Europe's tourism 
industry, and summer is a 
key period. More than 15 
million Americans travel 
to Europe each year, while 
some 10 million Europeans 
head across the Atlantic.

The news was a blow to 
struggling shopkeepers 
hoping for a summertime 
boom.

“Americans were 50% 
of my clientele,” said 
Paola Pellizzari, who 
owns a mask and jewelry 
shop on the Saint-Louis 
island in the heart of Paris 
and heads its business 
association. “We can’t 

substitute that clientele 
with another.” 

The Louvre museum is 
scheduled to reopen July 
6. Americans used to be 
the largest single group 
of foreign visitors to the 
home of the “Mona Lisa.”

“When I returned after 
lockdown, five businesses 
had closed,” Pellizzari 
said. “As days go by, and 
I listen to the business 
owners, it gets worse.”

Sharmaigne Shives, 
an American who lives 
in Paris, said she hopes 
her countrymen can turn 
things around soon.

“Paris isn’t Paris when 
there aren’t people who 
really appreciate it and 
marvel at everything,” 
she said. “I miss that. 
Seriously, I feel the emo-
tion welling up. It’s so sad 
here.”

Across the English 
Channel, things are also 
headed in reverse in 
places.

Britain reimposed a 
lockdown in Leicester, 
a city of 330,000 people 
t h a t  o f f i c i a l s  s a i d 
accounted for 10% of all 
new coronavirus cases 
in the nation last week. 
Stores closed their doors, 
and schools prepared to 
send children home.

“I opened my shop last 
week for the first time and 
saw an instant increase in 
orders, and now I worry 
this change will go back 

to no orders,” said James 
West, who runs a design 
and printing business in 
Thurmaston, just outside 
Leicester.

The coronavirus has 
been blamed for over 
a half-million deaths 
worldwide, including 
about 130,000 in the 
U.S., where the number 
of confirmed infections 
has rocketed over the past 
month to around 40,000 
per day, primarily in the 
South and West. A large 
share of the cases are 
among young people who 
are going out again to bars 
and restaurants.

On Capitol Hill, Dr. 
A n t h o n y  F a u c i ,  t h e 
nation's top infectious-
disease expert, warned: 
"I would not be surprised 
if we go up to to 100,000 
a day if this does not turn 
around, and so I am very 
concerned.” He cited 
scenes of people social-
izing in crowds, often 
without masks.

States such as Texas, 
Florida and California 
are backtracking, closing 
beaches and bars or rolling 
back restaurant capacity 
in some cases.

“Our expectation is that 
our numbers next week 
will be worse,” Ducey 
said in Arizona, where for 
seven times in 10 days, 
the number of new cases 
per day has surpassed the 
3,000 mark.

Europe restricts visitors from 
the US amid virus resurgence

Grave diggers wearing protective suits bury a COVID-19 
victim in the special purpose for coronavirus victims 
section of a cemetery in Kolpino, outside St.Petersburg, 
Russia, Tuesday, June 30, 2020. [AP PHOTO/DMITRI LOVETSKY]
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