
Degrees of Comparison 
 
 

There are three degrees of comparison: 

1. The positive degree refers to one thing.  

 The bee is small.  

 

2. The comparative degree compares two things.  

 The bee is smaller than the butterfly.  

 

3. The superlative degree compares more than two things  

     And describes the best or the most. 

 The bee is smaller than the butterfly, but the ladybug 

is the smallest of them all. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POSITIVE COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE 

small smaller smallest 
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Degrees of Comparison 
TIPS: 

 
 

1.1 Add “r” and “st” to words that end in “e”. 

 

safe   

wide   

tame   

 

 

1.2 If the word ends in “y”, change the “y” to “i” then add “er” or 

“est”. 

 

tidy   

scary   

happy   

 

 

1.3 When the word has a short sound, the last letter must be doubled   

         when adding “er”  or   “est”. 

 

big   

wet   

hot   

 



1.4 When the word has a one syllable and ends on two consonants add 

“er” or   “est” . 

 

smart   

dark   

long   

 

1.5 Some words do not follow the rules. 

 

good   

bad   

much   

little   

far   

many   

 

 

1.6 Words with three or more syllables get “more” and “most” 

before the word. 

 

beautiful 
  

interesting 
  

dangerous 
  



Degrees of Comparison 
 

Choose the correct form of the word. 
 

1.  Sammy is the ____________ (kind / kinder / kindest) girl in the 

school. 

2. Yesterday was cold, but today is even ____________ (cold / 

colder / coldest). 

3.  Peter is ________________ (good / better / the best) chess 

player in our school. 

4. Gold is _________________ (expensive / more expensive / 

most expensive) than silver. 

5. Your teacher is nice, but my teacher is even _____________ 

(nice / nicer / nicest). 

6. I am reading a very _________________  (interesting / more 

interesting / most interesting) book. 

 

 

 



Degrees of Comparison 
TIPS: 

 
 

1.1 Add “r” and “st” to words that end in “e”. 

 

safe safer safest 

wide wider widest 

tame tamer tamest 

 

 

1.2 If the word ends in “y”, change the “y” to “i” then add “er” or 

“est”. 

 

tidy tidier tidiest 

scary scarier scariest 

happy happier happiest 

 

 

1.3 When the word has a short sound, the last letter must be doubled   

         when adding “er”  or   “est”. 

 

big bigger biggest 

wet wetter wettest 

hot hotter hottest 

 



1.4 When the word has a one syllable and ends on two consonants add  

         “er”  or  “est” . 

 

smart smarter smartest 

dark darker darkest 

long longer longest 

 

1.5 Some words do not follow the rules. 

 

good better the best 

bad worse the worst 

much more the most 

little less the least 

far farther farthest 

many more  the most 

 

 

1.6 Words with three or more syllables get “more” and “most”   

before the word . 

 

beautiful more beautiful the most beautiful 

interesting more interesting the most interesting 

dangerous more dangerous the most dangerous 



Degrees of Comparison 
 

Choose the correct form of the word. 
 

1.  Sammy is the ____________ (kind / kinder / kindest) girl in the 

school. 

2. Yesterday was cold, but today is even ____________ (cold / 

colder / coldest). 

3.  Peter is ________________ (good / better / the best) 

chess player in our school. 

4. Gold is _________________ (expensive / more expensive / 

most expensive) than silver. 

5. Your teacher is nice, but my teacher is even _____________ 

(nice / nicer / nicest). 

6. I am reading a very _________________  (interesting / 

more interesting / most interesting) book.  

  


