PEOPLE/PLACES/THINGS OF THE BIBLE

Aaron ..............................First high priest of the Hebrews, Moses’ older brother who made the Golden Calf

Abraham .........................First of the biblical patriarchs, the one tested by God by being asked to kill his son                 

                                        Isaac but stopped at the last moment when an angel intervened saying he had proven 
                                        his faith in God, and the one considered the father of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam

Antichrist ........................Christ’s great antagonist and spreader of evil who is to be conquered by Christ at the 
                                        Second Coming

Apocalypse.....................Any of various Jewish, Christian, and Islamic anonymous writings depicting 
                                       symbolically the ultimate destruction of evil and triumph of good, or another name for 
                                       Revelation, the last book of the New Testament

Apocrypha.......................14 books of the Old Testament rejected by the Jews as uninspired, 11 of which were 
                                       later accepted by the Roman Catholic Church

Apostles .........................Another name for Jesus’ 12 Disciples, or followers, who spread His religious beliefs

Ark of the Covenant .......Chest carried around on poles by the Hebrews containing the 2 tablets on which the 
                                       Ten Commandments God gave to Moses were written

Armageddon ................. Place where the last, great decisive battle between the forces of good and evil is to 
                                        be fought at the end of the world, just prior to Judgment Day according to Revelation

Babel (Tower of) ............Tower people erected to try to reach the heavens, leading God to make them speak 
                                        different languages as punishment for their arrogance

Barabbas........................Prisoner and thief who, by popular choice of the Jews, was released instead of Christ

Behemoth.......................Animal described in Job 40:15-24 whose name from the Hebrew means “great 
                                       animal,” perceived by most as a hippopotamus

Bethlehem......................Town in which Jesus was born in a manger in a stable because there was no room at 
                                       the inn

Burning bush .................Term for the plant from which God appeared to Moses in a flame of fire and ordered 
                                       him to lead the Israelites out of Egypt and across the Red Sea, which parted, allowing 
                                       their escape and killing the Egyptians when they followed

Calvary...........................Hill on which Jesus was crucified

Canaan..........................Ancient name for Palestine, the Promised Land of the Israelites, over which they 
                                      ruled following their flight from Egypt—said to be the “land flowing with milk and honey”

Chosen people .............Term for the Israelites or Jews, who, according to the Old Testament, were picked by 
                                      God to possess their own land, grow into a great nation, and fulfill His purpose on earth

Coat of many colors........Beautiful coat Joseph’s father Jacob gave him, prompting his jealous brothers to sell    

                                       him into slavery, then tell their father that the blood stains on the coat were the result 
                                       of wild animals killing him—he became rich serving the pharaoh

Crown of thorns..............Thorny branches Pilate’s soldiers forced Jesus to wear on his head as a mockery of 
                                       his claim to be king of the Jews

Crucifixion.......................Term designating the execution of Jesus on a hill called Calvary

Daniel..............................Hebrew prophet who after being captured and taken to Babylon (as part of the 
                                       Babylonian Captivity) prayed only to God and was protected by Him after being thrown 
                                       into a lion’s den

Delilah.............................Samson’s mistress who discovered that his strength was in his hair and betrayed him 
                                       to the Philistines by cutting it all off while he slept

Easter..............................Christian holiday celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus Christ

Eden................................Beautiful garden and earthly paradise where Adam and Eve lived until they 
                                       disobeyed God by eating the forbidden fruit

Esau................................Isaac and Rebecca’s eldest son who was tricked into selling his birthright to his twin 
                                       brother Jacob for a bowl of stew, or pottage

Exodus............................Old Testament book describing how Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt

The Fall ..........................Term for Adam and Eve’s sin of eating the forbidden fruit and their subsequent loss of 
                                       grace and expulsion from the Garden of Eden

Fire and brimstone.........Symbols of divine punishment in this world and the next for those who have done 
                                      wrong

Forbidden fruit ...............Term for the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, which God commanded 
                                      Adam and Eve not to eat

Gabriel ..........................God’s messenger whose trumpet will announce Judgment Day

Gethsemane...................Garden at the foot of the Mount of Olives, scene of the agony and arrest of Jesus

Gideon ...........................Judge and warrior of Israel who led 300 men in the defeat of the Midianites

Golden Calf ...................Idol that Aaron made from the people’s jewelry and that the Israelites worshipped until 
                                      Moses returned from Mount Sinai and destroyed it

Golden Rule ..................Precept stated in Matthew 7:12 as “Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
                                      You 

Goliath ..........................Philistine giant killed by David with his sling shot

Gomorrah......................City that God destroyed by fire because its people were sinners

Good Friday .................Day on which Christ was crucified, 2 days before the Resurrection

Good Samaritan ...........Name given to the foreign traveler who helps an injured man after the victim’s 
                                      countrymen pass by without offering help, leading Jesus to tell the Judeans to be more 
                                      like the stranger

Gospel...........................Term, literally meaning “good news,” used to designate the teachings of Jesus and the 
                                      Apostles

Heaven..........................Dwelling place of God, the angels, and those souls who have been granted salvation

Hell................................Dwelling place of Satan and those souls not granted salvation

Herod the Great ............King who ordered the slaughter of the infant boys in and around Bethlehem in an 
                                      attempt to kill the infant  Jesus (known as the Massacre of the Innocents)

Holy Land.......................Land promised by God to the Israelites—also called the Promised Land and Canaan-   

                                      an area bordered by the Mediterranean Sea, the Jordan River, Lebanon, and the Sinai 
                                      Peninsula

Ishmael ........................ Son of Abraham and his maid Hagar, both of whom are driven away by Abraham after 
                                       the birth of Isaac, his  son by his wife Sarah

Israelites ........................Hebrews who were considered God’s Chosen People and lived in the Holy Land, later 
                                       called Jews

Jacob .............................Esau’s brother who with his mother Rebecca’s help conspired to deprive his twin of 
                                       his father’s blessing, the patriarch who later while sleeping at a place called Bethel 
                                      dreamed about a ladder reaching from earth to heaven and whose sons founded the 
                                      12 tribes of Israel

Jehovah .........................Another name for God

Jeremiah ........................Prophet who lived during the period when Jerusalem was conquered by the 
                                       Babylonians and wrote the Old Testament book Lamentations 
Jericho ...........................City the Israelites captured by following Joshua’s God-given orders to blow trumpets 
                                       and shout, thus bringing its walls down

Jerusalem .......................Holy city where Solomon built his temple and Jesus was crucified

Jesus ..............................Divine son of God, born to Mary and Joseph, a carpenter, who taught about the 
                                       coming kingdom of God but was crucified by his enemies on Calvary, only to arise 
                                       after 3 days and later ascend into heaven—worshipped by Christians as Jesus Christ

Jezebel ..........................Phoenician princess and wife of King Ahab considered an abomination because she 
                                       brought the worship of Baal into the kingdom of the Israelites

Job..................................God-fearing man who endured much suffering but never lost his faith in God

John the Baptist..............Preacher who prophesied the coming of Christ, baptized Him in the river Jordan, and 
                                       was later arrested and beheaded

Jonah..............................Hebrew prophet whom God punished for disobedience by having him thrown 
                                       overboard and swallowed by a “giant fish” during a storm—after 3 days in the belly of 
                                       the fish he was pardoned and freed

Joseph ...........................Jacob’s eleventh son, who was sold into slavery in Egypt by his jealous brothers

Joshua ...........................Moses’ successor who led the Israelites into the Promised Land

Judas (Iscariot)...............Disciple who for 30 pieces of silver betrayed Jesus with a kiss to the authorities in the 
                                       Garden of Gethsemane and later hanged himself

Judgment Day.................Day following the destruction of the world when the Lord will return to judge the living 
                                       and the dead, sending the good to heaven and the wicked to hell*

Land of Nod ....................Place east of Eden to which Cain was banished by God after killing Abel

Last Supper ....................Meal presided over by Jesus with His disciples the night before His crucifixion

   *Also called Day of Judgment, Doomsday, and the Last Judgment

Lazarus ...........................Mary and Martha’s brother who died and lay in a grave for 4 days before Jesus 
                                        raised him from the dead

Leviathan ........................Great sea beast described in Job 41:1 whose name from the Hebrew means “that will 
                                        gather itself together in folds,” perceived by most as a whale or crocodile

Loaves (5) and fishes (2)....Foods Jesus multiplied to feed the multitude who had gathered in the desert who 
                                        came to watch Him heal the sick

Lot ..................................Abraham’s nephew whose wife was turned into a pillar of salt because she disobeyed 
                                       by looking back at the burning city

Lucifer.............................Angel, one of the greatest, who for rebelling against God was thrown out of heaven 
                                       and into hell, where he became known as Satan

Mammon ........................Riches personified as a false god in the New Testament

Mary ...............................Mother of Christ who conceived by means of the Immaculate Conception—also called 
                                       the Virgin Mary, the Blessed Virgin, and Madonna, the Italian meaning “my lady”

Mary Magdalene ............Woman out of whom Jesus cast 7 demons and who then followed Jesus the rest of 
                                       His life

Messiah ..........................Hebrew word meaning “the anointed one”—the equivalent of Christ, the Greek word 
                                        meaning “anointed one”

Methuselah .....................Patriarch who lived 969 years

Millennium ......................Period of a thousand years during which Christ will reign on earth

Moses .............................Israelite leader who received the Ten Commandments from God on Mount Sinai

Mount of Olives 

         (Mount Olivet).........Site of the Sermon on the Mount and the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus 
                                       prayed before he was betrayed

Nativity............................Birth of Jesus

Nazareth........................Town in Galilee, northern Israel, in which Jesus lived as a child with his parents Mary 
                                      and Joseph

Nimrod............................Son of Cush, known as a mighty hunter

Noah ..............................Patriarch commanded by God to build the Ark because the Deluge, or the Flood, was 
                                       going to cover the earth following 40 days and 40 nights of rain—he took aboard 7 
                                       people and 2 of every animal species

Noah’s Ark ......................Vessel measuring 300 cubits by 50 cubits by 30 cubits that may have landed on 
                                       Mount Ararat in northeastern Turkey

Original sin......................Adam’s act of disobedience in eating the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 
                                       Evil, traditionally resulting in the belief that all men are tainted with sin at birth

Palm Sunday...................Sunday before Easter when Jesus made a triumphal entry into Jerusalem riding on a 
                                       donkey after 3 years of preaching

Paradise ..........................Garden of Eden; Heaven

Paul.................................“Apostle to the Gentiles” who was born Saul and spread the message of Christ after 
                                        converting to Christianity following a vision on the road to Damascus

Pearly Gates....................Entrance way to heaven

Pentateuch ......................Greek word meaning “five books” or “five scrolls” or the first five books of the Bible—
                                        also called the “Five Books of Moses” and the Torah

Peter ...............................Apostle who, just as Jesus had predicted, denied 3 times that he was one of His 
                                       followers—a fisherman born Simon renamed by Jesus, who said he was the rock     

                                       upon which He would build His church

Philistines .......................Traditional enemies of the Israelites

Pontius Pilate..................Roman governor in Jerusalem who allowed Jesus to be crucified after washing his 
                                       hands of the matter, saying he found Jesus innocent of the charges brought against 
                                       him

Potter’s field....................Burial ground for paupers bought by the chief priests with the money that Judas 
                                       returned to them

Prodigal son....................Son who left home with his share of his father’s goods and “wasted his substance 
                                       with riotous living,” returned home, was forgiven by his father and feasted with a fatted 
                                       calf to celebrate
Promised Land................Canaan, the land God promised Abraham his Israelite descendants would rule—they 
                                       found it after fleeing Egypt and wandering in the desert for 40 years

Proverbs .........................Wise sayings attributed to Solomon and others and found in the 20th book of the Old 
                                       Testament

Psalms............................Songs and prayers, many of which were written by David, collected in one book of the 
                                       Old Testament and used as part of Jewish and Christian worship

Rachel.............................Jacob’s second wife, mother of Joseph and Benjamin

Rebekah (Rebecca).........Jacob’s mother who helped him deceive his blind father Isaac to get his brother’s 
                                        birthright

Resurrection ...................Rising of Jesus from the dead on the third day after his death and burial

Revelation .......................Last book of the Bible, also known as the Apocalypse

Ruth................................Moabite widow who stayed with Naomi, her mother-in-law, and then married Boaz—
                                       she was known for her kindness and loyalty

Salome............................Dancer who performed for King Herod and at the urging of her mother demanded the 
                                        head of John the Baptist on a platter

Samson...........................Israelite judge noted for his great strength who after being betrayed by Delilah and 
                                       blinded and imprisoned by the Philistines, then regained his strength and died while 
                                       knocking down his enemies’ largest temple

Satan...............................The devil, pictured with horns on his head, a tail, and hooves like that of a goat

Second Coming ..............Expected return of Christ at the Last Judgment

Sermon on the Mount.....Jesus’ sermon that includes the Lord’s Prayer and the 8 Beatitudes

Sodom ............................City that God destroyed by fire because its people were sinners, the home of Lot and 
                                        his family

Solomon .........................David and Bathsheba’s wealthy son and king of Israel who built the first temple and 
                                        was noted for his many wives and his wisdom

Song of Solomon............ Book of the Bible sometimes called Song of Songs and traditionally ascribed to David 
                                        and Bathsheba’s son, king of Israel

Ten Commandments.......The Decalogue, or Divine laws in the Bible

Thomas (or Didymus).....Apostle who doubted the resurrection of Jesus until he saw the wounds from the 
                                       crucifixion

Torah...............................Hebrew name meaning “law” for the first 5 books of the Bible—also called the “Five 
                                        Books of Moses” and the Pentateuch
