Print this. Have parents read and sign. Checked for points.
Then, keep this sheet in the front of your notebook.
Pre-IB 9 English

Course Outline

Mrs. Smith

 2019-2020
I. Class Content

A. Literature

1. Major Works

a. A Separate Peace, (summer reading)
b. Romeo and Juliet
c. To Kill A Mockingbird
d. Animal Farm (Christmas break reading)

e. The Good Earth
f. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
2. Various short story selections and poetry from the 9th grade text
B. Vocabulary

Weekly vocabulary lessons will be handed out and introduced on Mondays; quizzes will be given on Fridays.  Comprehensive unit tests will be given every 6th week. Keep all vocabulary sheets through 6th week comprehensive tests.  
C. Spelling
Weekly spelling lists will be given on Mondays; quizzes will be given on Fridays in conjunction with vocabulary tests.  Once a spelling word is assigned, it is “game” for that week’s quiz and any following week’s quiz.  In other words, the list and your responsibility for knowing it is cumulative. 
D. Grammar

Subject/verb agreement, pronoun/antecedent agreement, pronoun case, quotation marks/italicizing/underlining, punctuation, and other grammatical and usage issues that arise in the students’ writings. Grammar will be both taught and tested in isolation as well as addressed and corrected in writing assignments.

E. Homework

The majority of your work outside of this class will entail reading which will be checked by quizzes.  If you fail to pass these, you will be dismissed from class while the rest of the class discusses.* Answer the study guide where applicable.  Take notes as you read; you may be able to use them on the quiz.
*____ Initial that you understand consequences of not passing reading quizzes.
F. Class Participation
Be ready and willing to share thoughts and opinions as they pertain to the class.  Frequent class participation can “bump” a 69%, 79%, 89%.
II. Grading 

A. Major Assessments-60%
1. Expository essay(s) on major works (throughout the semester)

2. Vocabulary/spelling tests

3. Research Paper 
4. Various (yet very occasional) tests

B. Minor Assessments-40%

1. Reading quizzes
2. Various class work
3. Homework assignments
4. Sporadic daily check of required materials
III. Expectations
A. Required materials

1. Three-ring binder with paper
2. Dividers (5) for organization (Lit, grammar, writing, vocabulary, spelling)
3. Pen and/or pencil, highlighter
4. Appropriate book(s)

*******5. Word processing program (Microsoft Word preferred), printer, and internet access.*******
B. Conduct
1. Be seated with materials prepared at the sounding of the tardy bell.
2. Be respectful.  Pay attention.  Stay focused. (Do not talk when I am talking: that is my biggest pet peeve.)
3. Three bathroom passes per semester.  DO NOT INTERRUPT CLASS TO ASK; simply sign the log, take the hall pass hanging on the lanyard, and go.  May not use during first 10 minutes of class.
4. Adhere to uniform policy.  Shirts tucked in.  ID badges around neck and visible.
5. Split change students MUST remain silent in the hall and may not use locker.

6. Davidson is a BYOD(evice) school.  Device use may be allowed at the discretion of the teacher.  Unless otherwise notified, cellular devices must remain in the off position.
IV. Policies

A. Late Work

Late assignments (both hard copy & turnitin.com) receive a zero.  This is a DHS Honors English 

department policy.  Lack of computer, printer, ink, internet access will not be acceptable 

excuses.  See #A. 5. above.  Plan and prepare accordingly.
B. Absences
1. If you are absent when an essay is due, you must still submit it to turnitin.com by the due date.  Bring paper copy upon your return to school—it must match what is submitted to turnitin.com.





___ initial
2. Tests must be made up within 3 days of your absence.

___ initial
3. Reading quizzes must be made up upon day of return to school.  (i.e. always keep up with your reading—even if you are sick.)  Make these up at 7am the morning of your return so you can sit for discussion.







___initial
4. It is the student’s responsibility to approach the teacher about make-up work.  Don’t wait for me to ask you—come to me.  You have only 4 teachers to keep up with.  I have many more students!!!  

(PRO-TIP: Don’t take unnecessary absences.  It is MUCH harder to recover than to just come to school.)
C. Make-up time

1. Any morning after 6:50 a.m., during your lunch wave, or directly after school.
***These policies will be strictly enforced.***

V. Communication
A. School phone: 221-3084

B. Mrs. Smith’s email: tsmith1@mcpss.com; erictara1@bellsouth.net
C. Conferences available by appointment
Parent’s name (printed), contact number, and email:______________________________________________
Parent’s signature________________________________________________________________________*

Student’s signature _______________________________________________________________________*

*By signing the above I understand the expectations and policies of this class.  This document can also be found on the Davidson website, http://www.wpdavidson.org/, under school staff; Smith, Tara; and then files.
